Antonio Brown must have read David Sloan's famous book.
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Reimagine. Revamp. Refresh.

Whether ready to remodel, searching for that perfect
piece of furniture or looking to design your dream home
and outdoor entertainment space—DAsign Source
is your one-stop shop.

D'AW Somes

11500 Overseas Hwy, Marathon | MM 53 {1{IE 1
305-743-7130 | DAsignSource.com | @ 1 1 e LT | N 2

Architecture + Construction + Landscapes + Remodels Loeal, Fully Licensed #CGC026675, #AA26001284, #B26000844, #LAS667217 Interior Design « Furniture & Decor
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"The local element of the affordable
workforce housing is pertinent in
Bahama Village, and the 3.2 acres is
needed for affordable workforce
housing. Me and my family vote YES."
Terrence Lopez

“Affordable workforce housing brings
_ ‘ . e : the pride and accountability of
“The development of the 3.2 acres is MBS homeownership to a new generation
20 years in the making. Twenty years L %), | inBahama Village. Do the right thing, |
of cultivating ideas and bringing to _ : vote YES!” -Carolyn Brown
fruition to cities ideology of One ' }
Human Family. It's time to approve the
referendum..It's time to ensure a
piece of Key West remains our own.
We vote yes!”
— Atavia Lopez

Housingforallkw.org/fags ~

There are 3 ways to vote:

f Sointn’

JANUARY 6TH | 6:00 P.M.-7:00 P.M.

Learn more about this community-led affordable housing project at WWW.HousingForAIIKW.0RG
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Ocean | Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

O P E N WAT E R Harkening back to the original feeling of the keys from days gone by, this open
water home is the perfect tropical hideaway. Native plantings and a secluded

C O N C I_l H AV E N outdoor shower flank the work shed along the property line and out to the 80'
concrete seawall. The large patio is designed for outdoor living with over 1700sf of

space to host backyard soirees or intimate dinners with friends. The home itself

Is an immaculate two bedroom, two bathroom manufactured home with a

separate outbuilding that houses the laundry. The bright and cheery kitchen

window and the living room both offer endless views of the water. Only 15 miles

to Key West, this location affords the ease of flying in or driving to your retreat.

Bring your hammock, your boat, and your fishing pole and start living the keys

lifestyle as it truly is meant to be enjoyed.

SADDLEBUNCH, FL | $779,000 | Listing ID: 598897

1075 Duval Street, Suite 15C, Key West | 305.294.1117 | oceansir.com

Bob Cardenas, Managing Broker
Each office is independently owned and operated.
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NUMBER OF THE WEEK

Preliminary data from the Florida Department of Highway Safety
1 91 and Motor Vehicles shows 191 crashes and more than 14,000
citations issued for motorists who failed to “move over” in Florida
in 2021. Per the “Move Over” law, drivers are required to move over a
lane for a stopped law enforcement vehicle, utility workers, tow trucks or
construction vehicles with displayed warning lights. Failure to do so could
result in a fine and points on a person’s driving record.

KEY WEST TALKS TRANSIENT

RENTALS & SIDEWALK CAFES

OFFICIALS
WANT RENTAL
PROPERTIES
TO PAY MORE

MANDY MILES
mandy@keysweekly.com

ey West city officials want to

make it more expensive for

homeowners to rent their

properties for a month or a
week at a time.

Monthly and weekly vacation
rentals are a main cause of Key
West's long-term housing shortage,
Commissioner Jimmy Weekley said
at the Jan.4 city commission meet-
ing, where officials raised the city's
transient rental fee from $150 to
$300 while instructing city staff to
investigate the possibility of raising
those fees even more.

“Why $300 and not $3,000 or
$4,000?" Weekley asked. “If the city
wanted to use that money and put
it into an affordable housing trust
fund because so many of these
properties are diminishing our af-
fordable housing supply, is that do-
able? Since they're responsible for
the loss of housing in this commu-
nity, | think they oughta be paying
more into a housing trust fund.”

City Attorney Shawn Smith said,
“We can certainly look into it, but it's
a complex issue that will take time
because you can't put the cost of
affordable housing entirely on the
back of a private citizen.”

He added that the topic would
be a good one for the city’s new
community development and hous-
ing director to explore. That position
was added to the 2022 budget at
the request of Mayor Teri Johnston,
and five candidates are being inter-
viewed this month, facilitator Elisa
Levy said during her report on the
Key West Forward strategic plan.

During the discussion, officials
made a distinction between the fees

Py

ON THE COVER

Our cover photo of a New Year
sand sculpture was created on
New Year's Day at Bahia Honda
Beach. KATHY STONECASH/
Contributed

Key West officials are considering higher fees for vacation rentals. CONTRIBUTED

charged by the city for transient, or
short-term, rentals, which are fewer
than 28 days, and the market-rate
cost of an existing transient license.
The city no longer issues new tran-
sient rental licenses, so an existing
one must be bought on the open
market, where they often sell for
$350,000 to $500,000 due to their
profitable potential.

With commissioners in agree-
ment with Weekley, officials did vote
unanimously to raise the fees for
transient rentals from $150 to $300
while they explore additional price
increases and possibilities.

In other news, the commis-
sion voted 6-1 to approve the new
sidewalk cafe program and the new
fees, which were lowered since the
outdoor dining program started last
summer.

Initially, participating restaurants
had to pay an annual base fee of
$100. “The program also required a
$500-per-seat revocable license fee.
In addition, the city charges a one-
time per seat impact fee of $592,
billed over seven years,” city docu-
ments state.

The new fee schedule eliminates
the $500-per-seat fee, but includes
a $592 fee that's payable over seven
years.

“At this time, staff recommends
amending the café dining/seating
ordinance to require a one-time
$100 application fee and payment
of the aforementioned impact fees;
however, at this time the revocable

license fee is recommended to be
removed,” city staff recommended.

Commissioner Billy Wardlow
was the only dissenting vote, saying,
“| really don't care for it. | approved
it for COVID, but a lot of them are
making plenty of money down
there. Is the city liable for any prob-
lems, like if a drunk person walks by
and takes food off someone’s plate?”

Commissioner Mary Lou Hoover
pointed out that the new ordinance
requires restaurants to carry an ad-
ditional $1 million in insurance for
outdoor dining.

Commissioner Sam Kaufman
added that the sidewalk cafes “could
be a really good selling point for our
Duval Street revitalization, especially
if we can get more uniformity and
wider sidewalks on both sides of the
street.”

As for cruise ships, City Attor-
ney Shawn Smith told the com-
mission that he and City Manager
Patti McLauchlin were meeting with
special counsel Ed Pozzouli on Jan. 5,
the day after the commission meet-
ing. “We'll get an update on the new
cruise ship ordinances from him.
And Judge Sandy Taylor is also look-
ing at her schedule for a date that
she can accommodate mediation.
We're hoping for a Saturday before
February.”

At the start of the meeting,
Johnston presented her State of
the City address, outlining past and
upcoming projects, successes and
challenges.
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hey're back and they need support as
only the people of the Florida Keys can
provide.
After a year's hiatus due to COVID,
Wounded Warrior Project's Soldier Ride returns
to the island chain this weekend, Friday and
Saturday, Jan. 7 and 8.

Forty-one wounded military warriors will
ride through the Upper, Middle and Lower Keys
for three legs of a ride. Some ride traditional
bikes, while others use adaptive bikes, such
as hand-powered cycles, recumbent bikes,
tricycles and hybrid bikes, to accommodate
various injuries endured in combat.

All Wounded Warrior Project events, includ-
ing the Soldier Rides, are entirely free for the
warriors.

“Here in the Florida Keys, we come out to
cheer the riders on like nowhere else. It's so
inspiring to see these men and women reclaim
their confidence and strength, both mental and
physical,” said Cathy Crane, director of Monroe
County Veterans Affairs, who organizes the
Soldier Ride in the Florida Keys. “These men
and women have all been wounded in conflict.
Some of their injuries are visible and others are
invisible, when we're talking about traumatic
brain injuries or post-traumatic stress disorder
and other injuries.”

Crane encourages all Keys residents, visi-
tors and schoolchildren to line U.S. 1 when the
ride is coming through their section of the Keys.

“We wave flags, wear red, white and blue
and just give them moral support that means
the world to them as they ride 10 to 17 miles
in each leg,” Crane said. “And they love seeing
their supporters. They'll reach out and high-five
people as they're passing by. It's an amazing
feeling for everyone involved.”

WELCOME
SOLDIER

Supporters are encouraged to line U.S. 1 Friday in
the Upper and Middle Keys and Saturday in the
Lower Keys and Key West to cheer on the Soldier
Ride. Keys Weekly file photo

And so many groups and organizations are
eager to be involved with the event in the Keys,
Crane said.

“This is the 10th year the partnership
among Key West's Military Affairs Committee,
the City of Key West and Monroe County has
worked together on the Soldier Ride,” Crane
said. “It's the 16th year that Soldier Ride is visit-
ing the Keys."

Government, law enforcement, veterans
groups, fire and rescue services, civilians,
schools and a host of other groups and individ-
uals all volunteer to make the ride comfortable,
memorable and healing for its participants.

“Warriors never ride alone; they move for-
ward together, as a unit, just as they did during
their military service,” states the Wounded War-
rior Project Soldier Ride website. “Soldier Ride
empowers warriors to find solace, healing, and
strength through movement. The experience
opens doors to new opportunities and knowl-
edge and helps to unleash their untapped
potential. We only ride as fast as the slowest
rider, so everyone can benefit.”

' A

Soldier Riders mount up in 2020 at Coral Shores
High School in Tavernier. Keys Weekly file photo

along Key West’s Duval Street. LARRY BLACKBURN/
Keys Weekly

So, when and where will the warriors ride
in the Florida Keys?

FRIDAY, JAN. 7:

8:30 a.m.: The ride starts at Key Largo VFW
Post 10211 with a 9:30 a.m. water stop at Coral
Shores High School in Tavernier, ending around
10:30 a.m. at Postcard Inn Beach Resort & Ma-
rina in Islamorada.

11:45 a.m.: Meet and greet at Marathon
Fire Rescue Station 14.

1 p.m.: The warriors head south from the
fire station over the Seven Mile Bridge, ending
at Veterans Memorial Park on the south end of
the bridge around 2 p.m.

SATURDAY, JAN. 8

9:30 a.m.: The ride departs the DoubleTree
Grand Key Resort in Key West and heads to the
U.S. Naval Air Station Key West at Boca Chica
Key, then loops back to Bayview Park in Key
West. (Roadside supporters along U.S. 1 and at
the Triangle in Key West have two opportunities
to see the riders on their way to and from Boca
Chica.)

Noon: Welcome ceremony at Bayview Park
in Key West.

12:45 p.m.: Community Ride from Bayview
Park until 2 p.m. The public is invited to ride
with the warriors to historic Key West military
sites. Patriotic bike decorations are encour-
aged. Suggested donation is $20.
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UP. UP
AND AWAY

POLE VAULTERS
DEFY GRAVITY
AT FREE EXPO

MANDY MILES
mandy@keysweekly.com

“Look how high that thing is.”

“How the hell do they do that?”

“I'd end up impaling myself in a flailing

heap while still at ground level.”

These and other observations are
typically heard at Key West's annual
Pole Vault in Paradise expo. (Yes, that
last comment came from me during
the 2020 event.)

The free demonstration and com-
petition highlight the speed, strength,
agility and coordination of about 80
elite pole vaulters, aged 15 to 67, from
10 states, Mexico and Canada, while
raising money for the Key West High
School's track and field programs.

Key West resident pole vaulter Steve
Hanes launched Pole Vault in Paradise
more than three years ago as the signa-
ture event for the Key West Track and
Field Club, with crucial help from Dave
Perkins at Key West High School.

The event offers spectators a free,
up-close look at the athleticism of elite
competitors, all vying to beat the Key
West island record for cash prizes. Ev-
eryone is invited to bring beach chairs
and blankets while spending a day at
the beach and watching truly impres-
sive athletic feats.

Pole Vault in Paradise has en-
abled the Key West Track & Field Club
to donate $24,000 and over $10,000
in equipment to the Key West High
School track team in its first two years,
Hanes told the Keys Weekly.

The event features two official run-
ways and landing pits for a high-flying
demonstration.

Elite pole vaulter Garrett Starkey defies gravity
and uses physics (somehow) to propel himself
over a 16-foot pole while practicing in Key
West in October. MANDY MILES/Keys Weekly

“The athletes are always trying to
beat their own personal bests or a state
or world record, which makes for a great
spectator event that draws hundreds
each year,” Hanes said. “And this year
we've drawn even more elite athletes with
the possibility of cash prizes.”

The runways are open all day Friday,
Jan. 7 for the athletes to practice and
spectators to watch, The main event starts
with a pancake breakfast on Saturday,
Jan. 8 at 8 a.m. at Higgs Beach, between
Ed Knight Pier and West Martello Tower.
The first flights launch around 9 a.m. and
will continue throughout the morning
and afternoon as records are broken and
personal bests are updated, Hanes said.
Ten of the male vaulters have achieved
personal bests over 18 feet high.

Food and beverages will be sold all
day, while a DJ provides the soundtrack.

“Participant Anicka Newell, who lives
in Texas and competes in Canada, com-
peted in both the Rio and Tokyo Olympic
Games and has jumped 15 feet 5 inches,”
Hanes said. “And Billy Olson is a new resi-
dent of the Florida Keys who is expected
to attend. He set the world record in 1986
as the first-ever vaulter to clear 19 feet
indoors.”

All proceeds from the sale of mer-
chandise and food and beverages, along
with athlete registrations, benefit the
KWHS track and field programs.

For more information or to make a
donation, visit kwtfc.org.

Scan this on
your phone

to connect
directly with

MAKE 2022 THE YEAR YOU HEAR!
Call Dr. Michelle today to get started!

www.hear4uaudiology.com

CALL TO START YOUR HEARING JOURNEY!

Q : MIAMI
e a r 17670 NW 78th Avenue #201

AUDIOLOGY

www.heardrmichelle.com

BRINGIN’ THE
INGHAM BACK

HISTORIC MUSEUM SHIP
RETURNS TO TRUMAN
WATERFRONT

he historic U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Ingham is seen Jan. 1
at its berth at Truman Waterfront, following its return from
Tampa Ship boatyard, where $650,000 of maintenance
and repairs were done to the underwater portion of the
hull. Topside repairs can be done while the boat is at the berth.
Tugboats escorted the most decorated Coast Guard ship in history
to the boatyard and returned her to Key West on Dec. 30. The
ship will reopen for its popular tours and weekend happy hours
in about two weeks, said its owner and director Bill Verge. MANDY
MILES/Keys Weekly

MARATHON
11400 Overseas Highway - Suite 209
Town Square Mall

(305) 747-7750
HOMESTEAD
Towers Professional Plaza
151 NW 11th St., Ste. W-301
(305) 809-7663

TAVERNIER
93911 Overseas Hwy,, Ste. 5 (2nd Floor)
Tavernier, FL 33070

(305) 247-8227

(305) 403-9325

KEY WEST
513 Fleming Street, Suite 11
(2nd floor accessible via elevator)

(305) 809-6041
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NEW YEAR, MORE
COVID SPREAD

CASES SOAR AS STATE,KEYS

COME OUT OF BUSY HOLIDAY
jIM McCARTHY
W |=
jim@keysweekly.com

ines poured out the door of the Advanced Urgent Care facility in
Key Largo on the morning of Jan. 4 as people waited to receive a
COVID-19 rapid test. Further south at Founders Park in Islamorada,
appointment slots were filling quickly as people were ready for their

swab test.

In Key West on Tuesday, 150 of 400 tests were positive, Key West City
Manager Patti McLauchlin reported.

With a busy holiday season in the Keys and Florida comes another wave
of COVID spread. A COVID-19 report by the Florida Health Department
reported 951 new cases of COVID-19 in Monroe County from Dec. 24 to Dec.
30. Throughout Florida, 298,455 new cases were reported in the same time
span, and that's up from 128,186 between Dec. 17 and Dec. 24 and 29,514 in
the days spanning from Dec. 10 to Dec. 17.

“A real high number of people are coming back as positive cases,” said
Bob Eadie, top health officer for Monroe County. “It's not totally unsurprising.
But the numbers are surprising in the sense we haven't seen them that high
before.

“Part of it is that everybody over the holidays wanted to be tested so
they could travel. | think we're probably still continuing with that sort of
thing,” he continued. “People really get concerned when they read all the
media accounts, so | think all that's playing into it too.”

Those feeling ill should contact their doctor and get tested, Eadie said.

Eadie said the latest variant spreading, Omicron, isn't as virulent as oth-
ers. That's evidenced by relatively low hospital figures at local hospitals. As of
Jan. 4, Lower Keys Medical Center had six COVID patients in house with one
patient in the intensive care unit. Baptist Health South Florida was caring for
five patients with COVID-19 at Fishermen’s Community Hospital and Mari-
ners Hospital. Across the Baptist system, some 619 patients with COVID-19
were receiving care — a 350% increase from that of two weeks ago.

“We have all the resources we need at this time to care for our commu-

nity,” said Gina Halley-Wright, spokeswoman for Baptist Health South Florida.

Students returned to the classroom on Jan. 4 following a holiday break.
Data from the Monroe County School District's dashboard shows 64 stu-
dents were confirmed positive with COVID-19 during winter break, from
Dec. 20 to Dec. 31. Twenty-seven teachers and staff tested positive over the
break.

School board chairman Andy Griffiths said during a Jan. 3 evening radio
show that the district is following CDC quarantine guidelines, which now say
to quarantine and isolate five days. New guidance by the CDC, which came
just before the New Year, states that the change is motivated by “science
demonstrating that the majority of SARS-CoV-2 transmission occurs early in
the course of illness, generally in the 1-2 days prior to onset of symptoms
and the 2-3 days after.”

“But in cases where an order from the governor conflicts with the CDC
guidelines, we are obeying the governor,” Griffiths said during an interview
on U.S. 1 Radio, adding that “The CDC has had some credibility issues re-
cently.”

In a Jan. 3 press conference in Broward County, Gov. Ron DeSantis told
reporters that schools will remain open in Florida. He said no “crazy” mitiga-
tion is needed.

“If you look at the data amassed throughout the pandemic, it's found
that you have worse outcomes by closing schools in terms of whatever com-
munity prevalence is. The schools aren't driving this,” he said. “They need to
be in school. Parents need to be assured they can send kids to school.”

Eadie said the number of children seriously affected by COVID and Omi-
cron remains low.

“That's not to minimize those who may have health issues and it could
be more serious,” he said. “But it's more like a cold for the vast majority of
children.”

Recent COVID spread is hitting workplaces hard, including the Monroe
County Sheriff's Office. As of Jan. 3, the office was short about 25 employees
due to positive COVID tests. They include patrol deputies, corrections of-
ficers and administrative staff.

“That was as of last week, and the number is a constantly moving tar-
get,” sheriff's spokesman Adam Linhardt told the Keys Weekly on Jan. 3.

Capt. Don Hiller of the Monroe County Sheriff's Office in Marathon said
it's hitting them very hard.

“The only saving grace is that all of our symptoms have been on the
milder side and recovery has been very quick,” he said. “But it is spreading
rapidly throughout our agency.”

In Monroe County's two jails, 16 of the 525 current inmates have tested
positive for COVID-19. Strict protective protocols had kept the jail population
largely COVID-free until this past week of widespread community transmis-
sion that is affecting all agencies and industries.

With COVID-19 cases on the rise, the Jan. 6 Islamorada Village Council
meeting at the Founders Park Community Center has been canceled. The
two agenda items scheduled for the meeting have been moved to the Jan.
27 meeting agenda.

Despite rising cases, Monroe County remains in the upper echelon
in the number of people vaccinated. With 59,472 residents, or 82% of the
population inoculated, the Keys sits No. 2 in the state in percentage of
people vaccinated.

A little more than 300 people in Monroe County received a vaccine
between Dec. 24 and Dec. 30. Supplies remain available at local pharmacies
for those wishing to get inoculated. But vaccines for young kids ages 5-11
remain hard to obtain.

A little over 1.6 million children ages 5 to 11 in the state have been vac-
cinated, per the Florida Health Department’s latest report.

Monroe County Commissioner Holly Raschein said there’s been no clear
answer as to why the Keys can't get the vaccines. As a mom, Raschein said,
she’s hopeful that the wrinkles will be ironed out and that kids in the Keys,
and their parents, will have the option to be vaccinated should they choose
so.

“I understand the natural supply chain issue that comes along with a
health emergency; however, our neighbors to the north in Miami-Dade
County seemingly have a robust supply, as they should given their size. But
our residents shouldn’t be required to travel there to have their children
vaccinated,” she said.

Eadie said vaccines for children are beginning to come online, but still
limited. In Key West, Walgreen on North Roosevelt Boulevard is providing
COVID vaccines to kids ages 5 to 11. Vaccines are also being provided by
CHI in the Upper and Middle Keys. CHI's Marathon Health Center provided a
one-time vaccination event for children ages 5to 11 onJan 6 from 11 a.m. to
2p.m.

Mandy Miles, Alex Rickert and Charlotte Twine contributed to this report.

|
|
| W

People line up for a COVID test by Curative at Islamorada’s Founders Park during
the holidays. DAVID GROSS/Keys Weekly
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CHRISTMAS
CROWDS
AND

NEW YEAR
CHAQGS

KEYS WERE PACKED
FOR THE HOLIDAYS

While traffic was slow and snarled on U.S. 1,
Key West's Duval Street was packed on New
Year's Eve and for much of the holiday week.
LARRY BLACKBURN/Keys Weekly

Weekly

Traffic Snake Creek Bridge: A line of traffic
slowly moves south over Snake Creek Bridge in
Islamorada after Christmas. DAVID GROSS/Keys

By Mandy Miles, Alex Rickert and Jim McCarthy

raffic is snarled. Restaurants

are packed. Hotels are pricey.

Airports are overcrowded. Su-

permarket shelves are bare and
everyone is shorthanded.

It must be the holiday season —
and winter tourism season — in the
Florida Keys.

But despite continuing concerns
about COVID and its Omicron variant,
things are better this January than they
were last January, when vaccines were
still largely unavailable and the virus
was sending thousands of people to the
hospital.

“January is going to be a very inter-
esting month,” Stacey Mitchell, director
of the Monroe County Tourist Develop-
ment Council, told the Keys Weekly on
Jan. 5. “Demand for the holidays was
off the charts, and you couldn’'t have
written a more perfect script in terms of
weather and continuing limited options
for international travel, Caribbean travel
and cruise travel.”

Jodi Weinhofer, president of the
Lodging Association of the Florida Keys
& Key West, agreed.

“And even as COVID numbers in
Florida continue to blow up, | think
people still know that we're not the rest
of Florida. We don't have the 1,000-
room hotels and giant indoor events.
And once again, we're the beneficiary of
it being the dead of winter up north and
in the Midwest.”

“As we've already witnessed, |
believe Americans will continue to
prefer domestic destinations and our
destination represents the farthest
south someone can go without leaving
the confines of the U.S.,” Mitchell said.
“Think about it: no matter what hap-
pens with flights, testing and changing
rules, you can still always drive out of
the Keys.”

She also pointed out how many
Keys residents she speaks with who
comment on the crowds, traffic and
delays.

“We have to consider that we've
been sharing our Keys communities
with second and third homeowners for
the past several months. A house that
typically sits empty all of a sudden had
six to 10 people in it for the holidays,”
Mitchell said. “Our traditional lodging
supply, our traditional hotel rooms, is
a finite number. But we also now have
a different crux of residents bringing
more people here. So a lot of the foot-
falls on our islands, a lot of the traffic
on the roads, has nothing to do with the
TDC or tourism advertising.

“Our workforce will be strained. Our
traffic will be congested. This will be the
new normal. We have a whole new pop-
ulation here,” Mitchell said. “If you want
to run an errand on your lunch break,
you better have a 2-1/2-hour lunch.”

When it comes to the holiday num-
bers in all regions of the Keys, here's
what we found:

The Key West Chamber of Com-
merce reports 95 to 98% occupancy in
Key West hotels for the Thursday, Friday
and Saturday nights of the New Year
weekend.

In Marathon, “A number of our
middle to larger resort hotels averaged
at least 93-98% occupancy. The aver-
age daily rates were on par if not a little
higher than this time last year. All in
all, it was a very positive, very strong
holiday week for the busiest week of the
year,” said Daniel Samess of the Mara-
thon Chamber of Commerce.

In the Upper Keys, “Everyone |
talked to was full, but they did mention
that they were receiving a lot of cancel-
lation calls due to illness, but they were
able to fill the rooms quickly,” said Judy
Hull, executive director of the Islamo-
rada Chamber of Commerce.

Key Largo Chamber of Commerce
President Elizabeth Moscynski said
based on surveys, Key Largo hotels saw
occupancies of 90% and greater during
the week between Christmas and New
Years. By Jan. 2, rooms started to open
up.

“Leading up to Christmas weekend
and New Year’s, most hotels were sold
out,” she said.

So as the winter continues to send
people south to our island chain, be
patient, wash your hands and wait it
out. The summer slowdown will be here
soon enough.
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~ RUNNING OUT
OF SPACE?

CONTACT US TO DETERMINE
YOUR INDIVIDUAL STORAGE NEEDS

305.295.6683

IM#26 - MC450645 | DOT96

FLORIDA KEYS PROFESSIONAL MOVERS

305.295.6683 | 1.877.344.6683 | WWW.DRNMOVING.COM

Two white men are seen on a webcam setting fire to a Christmas tree
at the base of the Southernmost Point landmark shortly after 3 a.m. on
New Year’s Day. Courtesy of Two Oceans Digital KEYS

SCORCHING THE EEKL
SOUTHERNMOST POINT
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ey West's iconic Southernmost Point monument gained
global attention on New Year’s Day, when two men set
fire to a Christmas tree at the base of the landmark.

They reportedly took photos while the fire spread to
the concrete monument and significantly scorched its paint job. co M E wo RS H I P
The whole incident was captured by a webcam that constantly
records activity at the landmark.
Key West Police detectives quickly identified the suspects, WITH U s
and as of Tuesday, Jan. 4, were just awaiting the required signa-

tures on an arrest warrant, city spokeswoman Alyson Crean told

the Keys Weekly. “The churches of Christ greet you.” Romans 16:16 NKJV
City employees quickly began repairing and repainting the
island’s most-photographed location that marks the Southern- ENGLISH SERVICE

most Point in the continen-
tal United States and the
closest point to Cuba —
well, the closest point that
civilians can access, as the
island'’s true southernmost
point is located on restrict-
ed military property.

The 12-foot concrete
monument is painted to
look like a giant buoy. It has
stood at the corner of South
and Whitehead streets since

st Floridal 03:24:59 2022-01-01 ' Sunday Bible Study 10am (on site)
- L Service 11am (on site) & Service 6pm (on site)
Wednesday Bible Study 7:30pm (on site)

KREYOL SEVIS

Dimanch Klas Biblik 7:30pm (on site)
Adorasyon 8:30 pm (on site)
Vandredi Klas Biblik 7:30pm (on site)

Minister/Minis Rodrigue Aleandre Cell 305.296.3331
SERVICIO ESPANOL

1983 and draws thousands Servicio de adoracion dominical a las 4:30pm (en el sitio)
of camera-toting tourists Estudio biblico del jueves a las 7p.m. (en el sitio)

each year. A pre-dawn fire deliberately set Ministro Pedro Ruiz Celda 347.430.2263
“Workers are scheduled by two suspects in the first hours

to put the finishing touches ~ 0of 2022 quickly spread from a
onrihe landmark agnd unveil Christmas tree to Key West's iconic 1700 VON PHISTER ST, KEY WEST

Southernmost Point, causing sig-
nificant damage to one of the most

photographed spots in the country. “Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel, And his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts:
Courtesy of Two Oceans Digital

its repairs at 8 p.m. Thurs-
day, Jan. 6,” Crean said.

‘Iam the First and I am the Last; Besides Me there is no God’”
— Isaiah 44:6 NKJV
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=] LETTERTO THE EDITOR

COUNTY LEADER LOOKS BACK
ON 2021 AND FORWARD TO 2022

To Florida Keys residents and visitors:

2021 was a challenging year. With
all the tribulations Monroe County has
endured, our commissioners and staff
have continued the forward press to
enhance our citizens’, business own-
ers’ and visitors' quality of life. There
is nothing more important to us than
the health, safety and well-being of our
residents and guests as we spent the
last two years learning how to adapt. |
am honored to have served as Monroe
County administrator for the past 15
years, and | am proud of our residents,
commissioners, and 579 county em-
ployees.

Emergency Management con-
tinues its COVID-19 partnership with
the Florida Department of Health in
Monroe County, community partners
and the Keys municipalities, while acti-
vating for two tropical storms in 2021.
Our Information Technology depart-
ment is diligently automating services
for residents, including the new per-
mitting system that will go live in 2022.
Engineering and Roads was busy with
bridge projects on Duck Key, significant
road improvements in Key West, and
road elevation projects throughout the
county. Solid Waste supported on-site
collection on Duck Key to accommo-
date bridge closures, while Monroe
County saw an increase in all areas of
debris management.

The Office of Sustainability and our
County Commission continue to lead
the country in climate change and sea-
level rise adaptation conversations.
The county is committed to continuing
the Roads Vulnerability Analysis and
Capital Plan for county-maintained
roads. Canal restoration efforts are
also in full force. Our Strategic Plan-
ning staff hosted town halls to gather
new community feedback and reaf-
firmed safety on U.S. 1 as a number-
one priority. And, unincorporated
Monroe County received one of the
best ratings in the country for coastal
communities in the Community Rat-
ing System, saving Florida Keys flood
insurance policyholders millions of
dollars annually.

Our Facilities Maintenance team
strives to maintain the highest clean-
ing standards at county-maintained
properties and buildings, and with
the hiring of a director for the newly
created Parks and Beaches division,
Monroe County's open spaces will con-
tinue to thrive. Project Management
employees completed capital projects
at the Marathon library and Cudjoe
Key fire station, and the new Planta-
tion Key Courthouse will open in early
2022. Key West International Airport
hosts six airlines offering 21 nonstop

destinations and hub airport connec-
tions. In 2021, the airport served more
than 1 million passengers, the most it's
ever seen.

Legislatively, the county secured
$26 million from the state, most of that
in Florida Keys Stewardship funding
- the most we have ever seen - while
continuing to push for the funding to
be placed in the annually allocated
Land Acquisition Trust Fund. Our
Budget and Finance department advo-
cated for reimbursements of COVID-19
and storm-related expenses while pro-
ducing and administering the $457.3
million budget for fiscal year 2022.

Monroe County Fire Rescue and
Trauma Star provided a record num-
ber of lifesaving services and flights
to the mainland with no out-of-pocket
costs for residents. Fire Rescue gradu-
ated its fourth “Hot Shots” class, waiv-
ing tuition fees for residents at its fire
training academy, and secured funding
to hire new firefighters. Social Services,
Veterans Affairs, and Guardian ad
Litem advocated for our most vulner-
able residents. And, the Extension
Service guided residents in gardening,
sustainability and other vital Florida
Keys resources.

Planning and Environmental
developed new ROGO (develop-
ment) criteria and re-implemented
mobile marine sewage pump-outs
to protect our marine environment.
Code Compliance focused on illegal
vacation rentals, unsafe structure
abatement and illegal clearing of our
critical habitat. Fleet personnel contin-
ued maintenance of county vehicles.
Employee Services worked with local
hospitals to ensure employees and
locally insured residents had access
to in-network emergency room care.
The County Attorney's office reviewed
1,306 documents, including 44 or-
dinances and 490 resolutions. The
county's five libraries were awarded a
$1 million grant to update technology.
The library system also had its biggest
year on record, reaching over 64,000
e-circulations by the end of 2021.

Monroe County is committed to
creating a better life every day for
everyone in the Florida Keys. In 2022,
Monroe County will continue to have
open and courageous communication
with our community. We will be here
for you. This is a community we can all
be proud of, and we will continue to
strive to make our island home a safe
and enjoyable place to live, work and

play.

Cheers in paradise,
Roman Gastesi
Monroe County Administrator

ARE YOU SICK?
STAY HOME

HEALTH DEPARTMENT
FIGHTS COVID SPREAD

"‘v’

The county health department recommends masks, vaccines, social dis-
tancing and hand-washing, and wants sick people to stay home to fight
the spread of COVID-19. CONTRIBUTED

he Florida Department

of Health in Monroe

County urges all who

are sick to stay home
to prevent infectious diseases,
especially COVID-19, from
spreading.

“The infection rate of
COVID-19 in Monroe County is
high,” said Dr. Mark Whiteside,
medical director for the health
department. “By continuing to
be around others while know-
ingly sick, you can be exposing
not only your friends, family
and co-workers, but also their
families. Stay home to cut off
the transmission of COVID-19.”

“One in three people
getting tested in our county
for COVID-19 is coming out
positive,” said Bob Eadie, health
officer and administrator. “The
best way to prevent anyone
from getting infected in the first
place is to follow basic public
health principles. Masking
when around others, covering
your cough or sneeze, washing
your hands, and social distanc-
ing, even when vaccinated, are
key to slowing the spread of
this virus.”

If you have not yet been
vaccinated or received your
booster shot, do so as soon

as possible to prevent serious
infection, hospitalization and
death.

If you test positive for
COVID-19, regardless of vac-
cination status, stay home.
Monitor symptoms and stay in
touch with your doctor. If you
are having trouble breathing
or have chest pain, go to your
local emergency room as soon
as possible.

If you were exposed to
someone who tested positive
for COVID-19 and have not yet
received a booster shot or are
unvaccinated, stay home. Test-
ing should be done if symp-
tomatic or as recommended by
a healthcare provider.

Employers are encouraged
to adopt infection prevention
and control strategies and poli-
cies to keep employees from
getting sick and spreading it to
others.

For more information visit
http://Monroe.flhealth.gov/co-
vid19 or email MonroeCOVID@
flhealth.gov. Additional guid-
ance from the CDC is avail-
able at https://www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-
are-sick/quarantine-isolation-
background.html

— Contributed
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THE LARGEST & MOST TRUSTED
PROFESSIONALLY CONDUCTED ESTATE &
MOVING SALES IN THE FLORIDA KEYS

INDOOR &

OUTDOOR
DINING

“We LOVE what we do ”
CARIBBEAN

CUISTNIE

I 20% Ofﬁp §S™ RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED

OWS in our WOT k!

— Susie

WIIH LOCAL ?—‘ 305.294.0230 |
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2N SusiesKeyWestEstateSales.net
1029 SOUTHARD (CORNER OF FRANCES) | WWW.CAFESOLE.COM
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FOR ALL OF YOUR RESIDENTIAL &
COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE NEEDS

& PO KE D’

OUTDOOR DINING | FULL LIQUOR BAR & CRAFT SAKES

THE SERVICE

YOU DESERVE

DEREK EPPERLY, P.A.
PRINCIPAL BROKER

| { / Derek@KeysAtlanticRealty.com
‘“‘-”’I KeyWestRealEstate.info
305-923-4833

OPEN DAILY 11:30A - TILL AT LEAST 10:30P
504 ANGELA ST | KEY WEST | 786.847.3300
LOCATED BEHIND AQUA NIGHTCLUB
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1. Confetti and party people surround female
impersonator Holly Dae as she performs in front
of Bourbon Street Pub.

2. Revelers pack the 700 block of Duval Street —
and several other blocks — for Key West's famed
New Year's Eve celebrations.

3. The guys and gals from Bourbon Street Pub
and 801 Bar ring in 2022 on Duval Street.

4. Hats off to 2022.

5. Sushi regales the crowd in a gown she made
by hand.

USHI DROPS

‘m...lr ( .\l

pirate wench and a posh drag queen,
a conch shell, a vintage PanAm flight
attendant and a giant Key lime wedge
[l dropped into 2022 on New Year's
Eve in Key West.

Duval Street featured parties at all sorts of
venues, including Sloppy Joe's Bar and Bourbon
Street Pub, where the legendary female imper-
sonator Sushi descended from a second-floor
balcony in a red high-heeled shoe.

In the hours leading up to midnight, several
other performers entertained the masses on a
stage erected on Duval Street.

Upon landing safely, Sushi welcomed the
crowd to 2022 while wearing an incredible
gown of her creation that took the gifted seam-
stress and costume designer about 60 hours to
create, Sushi told the Keys Weekly.

— Mandy Miles
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FOR YOUR BUSINESS
& TRUST IN 2021!

— KEY WEST —

LUXURY

REAL ESTATE INC

YOUR.HEYWEST.HOME

JANUARY 2021
733 Trinidad Lane $1.725m
Caroline represented the buyers

FEBRUARY 2021
16805 Tamarind Rd. $1.650m.
Caroline represented the sellers

MARCH 2021
40 Merganser $380k
Caroline represented the buyer

5030 5th Ave $345,950
Caroline represented the buyer

APRIL 2021
1211 Watson $830k
Caroline represented the sellers

MAY 2021
620 Thomas #288 $630k
Caroline represented the buyers

JUNE 2021
1124 Eaton St. $740k
Caroline represented the buyer

1103 Thomas St. $900K
Caroline represented the buyer

OCTOBER 2021
1707 Bertha St. $650k
Caroline represented the sellers

1701 Jamaica Ln. $1.4 mil
Caroline represented the sellers

NOVEMEBER 2021
1518 5th St. $700k
Caroline represented the sellers

29857 Tropical Trader Rd. $549k
Caroline represented the sellers

DECEMBER 2021
624 Mickens $1.3 mil

‘.~ under contract in December

Caroline represented the sellers

[
1 ‘

CAROLINE STOVER SICKMEN

REALTOR
305.407.6790 « CAROLINEKEYWEST@GMAIL.COM

Key West Luxury Real Estate Inc.
www.instagram.com/your.keywest.home
www.facebook.com/CarolineKeyWestRealtor
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JANUARY EXHIBITIONS
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Featuring exhibitions by Mark Hedden,
Nicholas Hill, Christopher Santoro and
Ann Labriola

Visit tskw.org for more info on gallery hours and
opening reception times.

The THE
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&KeyWest 'ﬂ"‘
y ’ e WWW.TSKW.ORG

+/ come as you are’

VONROE COUNTY TOURKT DEVELOPVENT COUNCIL

KEY WEST t .
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Reimagined
& Directed
by RICHARD
ERICSON
& Creatures

by JEFF
GOLTZ

NGHT'S DREAM

AN ENCHANTED COMEDY
OF LOVE & SEX IN FAIRYLAND

Join us at twilight for a magical performance
on Hugh’s View, the rooftop deck at The Studios!

JANUARY 19-22 & 26-29, 2022 at 5:30PM

@PuckOnTheRoof

ON VIEW JAN 6-27, 2022, ||

UNDER CONTRACT
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1025 Simonton St | Key West | MLS # 598624
Moderm newer built 3bed/3bath townhome in Old Town Key West!
Open concept design flows seamlessly to the living and dining
areas, with modermn furnishing & accents. Nicely equipped kitchen,
washer & dryer, high ceilings and natural light throughout. One
assigned parking space in garage, community pool & beautifully
landscaped grounds. Offered turnkey. $1,399,000

. PAUL HAYES
PRINCIPAL BROKER
“ Office: 305.294.8433
- Cell: 305.587.6767
=l paul@kwreal.com

SHAD KNAPP
REALTOR® #&

Office: 305.294.8433
Cell: 603.715.4698
shadknapp@gmail.com

321 E Avenue E | Big Coppitt | MLS # 598368
Renovated duplex is occupied by one family, never rented.
Central AC, metal roof, attractive kitchen cabinets, tile floors,
Corian countertops, washer and dryer in each unit. Each side
has a large open porch with wood finished ceiling. Fenced,
off street parking. Double lot includes 73.5 square feet fenced,
24.5 square feet protected area. $769,000

DARLENE THOMAS
REALTOR®

Office: 305.294.8433
Cell: 305.304.1043
darlenekw@aol.com

kw = com

BEACH CLUB BROKERS
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MANDY MILES
mandy@keysweekly.com

HOUSING HINGES

ONJAN.TBVOIE.

PLANS INCLUDE
RENTALS AND
OWNERSHIP

AT TRUMAN
WATERFRONT

t's finally happening. After 20 years of

discussion and debate, Key West is closer

than it's ever been to building affordable

housing on the final 3.2 acres of Truman
Waterfront.

City officials selected a joint-venture
group called The Lofts at Bahama Village to
build the housing that will combine rental
units and ownership units.

The housing group includes developer
Vestcor, the Smith Hawks law firm and AH
Monroe, which has built several success-
ful affordable housing communities in Key
West, including Poinciana Royale on Duck
Avenue and Marty's Place on Bertha Street.

The Lofts at Bahama Village has created
architectural renderings of the new neigh-
borhood. It's identifying various funding
streams for the project and creating an
interactive website for

residents to file the needed paperwork
and apply for one of the units.

But wait...

Before any dirt gets moved, before any
foundation is laid, any structure is built and
before anyone moves into a brand new
home, the voters of Key West must take one
essential step and vote “Yes" in aJan. 18
referendum.

The only question on the ballot asks Key
West voters to authorize a 99-year lease of
the 3.2 acres to the housing group. The city
charter requires voter approval for any lease
of city-owned property longer than 20 years.

“In order to apply for subsidized housing
funds from grants and the government, we
need to have control of the land for at least
50 years for rental units, and 99 years for
home ownership affordable housing,” said
Scott Pridgen, executive director of AH Mon-
roe, who has steered Marty's Place and Poin-
ciana Royale through the affordable housing
funding gauntlet that involves government
money, grants and private investment.

1

The joint-venture group known as The Lofts at Bahama Village is planning to build a combination
of these rental and owned homes at Truman Waterfront. CONTRIBUTED

“With a vote of 'Yes' in the referen-
dum, we can apply for the funding and get
started,” he said. “If the referendum doesn't
pass, we can't even apply and the housing
doesn't happen. To me, it's a no-brainer, and
our group, The Lofts at Bahama Village, is
working hard to answer questions, alleviate
concerns and head off any naysayers before
they vote.”

How many units and where?

The proposal from The Lofts group
includes 126 total units — 98 one- to three-
bedroom rental apartments, and 28 two-
and three-bedroom affordable home owner-
ship units, Pridgen said.

“But the number of rental units will likely
decrease as the project proceeds through all
the needed committee approvals, such as
from HARC and the Planning Board,” Pridgen
said. “The 126 is the maximum. If anything
has to be reduced, it will be the number
of rental units, not the ownership units,
because we've heard how important that
opportunity is to residents. We could even
convert some rentals to ownership based on
the community’'s needs and the number of
people who qualify for the mortgages. But
we do have to have a minimum of 75 rental
units in order to compete for state funds.”

Pridgen emphasized that such details —
rental vs. owned units and the total number
of units — cannot be determined until the
referendum passes.

“Once that passes, we can launch our
interactive website to see how many people
qualify for rentals and mortgages and how
many units to build in each income cat-
egory.”

Pridgen said The Lofts proposal accom-
modates local households that earn 60%,
80%, 100% and 120% of the Area Median
Income (AMI), which is the middle income in
a given region. Monroe County's current AMI
is $84,400.

So a two-person household that earns
up to $48,850 per year is at 60% of AMI
and considered very-low income. The same
household that earns $65,100 per year is at
80% AMI, or low-income. A two-person fam-
ily earning $84,400 is at 100% AMI and classi-
fied as median-income. Two-person house-
holds earning up to $97,650 are at 120% of
AMI and considered moderate income.

Once the community’'s income levels are
evaluated, The Lofts group will determine
the final breakdown of rental and owned
units.

Who can apply for the housing?

Federal rules prohibit housing discrimi-
nation, but they do allow people who live in
a particular census area that's struggling or
marginalized to be prioritized on a waiting
list, Pridgen said.

Current residents of Bahama Village will
be in the first priority on the waitlist.

“Once we determine how many of those
applicants are eligible for the housing, if we
still have units left, we'll open it to families
living in Key West. The third priority group
is singles in Key West and the fourth priority
group will open applications to anyone living
in Monroe County. But they still must qualify
under the income guidelines.

All applications will be handled through
the coming interactive website, he empha-
sized.

People who are currently on a waiting
list with the housing authority will not get
priority and must file a new application with
The Lofts at Bahama Village,’ Pridgen said.

Next week, Scott Pridgen will answer more
questions about the housing plans for Truman
Waterfront.
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WASTED
RESOURCES

SALVATION ARMY DEALS
WITH DONATION MESS

MANDY MILES
mandy@keysweekly.com
dd this one to the “no
good deed goes un-
punished” category.
The Salvation
Army staff in Key West re-
turned to its Flagler Avenue
thrift store after the New Year
holiday to find clothes and
other household items strewn
across its rear parking lot.
Donors left the items in
the parking lot and scavenging
residents helped themselves
while turning the property lot
into a dump site.
“When we are closed and
people donate, other people

il ¢

The Salvation Army in Key West is asking people not to drop off dona-
tions when the thrift store is closed. The resulting mess, as people help
themselves in the rear parking lot, forces the organization to throw out
anything that was on the ground. CONTRIBUTED

come and go through every-
thing and take what they want
and leave us this mess,” said
Susan VanDePutte, administra-
tive assistant at the organiza-
tion. “Would you be able to put
something in the Keys Weekly
asking people to only donate
when we are open? We are

the largest recycler of clothing
and household goods in the
Keys, and when people spread
it all over the ground we must
throw it away. It's a heartbreak-
ing waste.”

The Salvation Army, 1924
Flagler Ave., is open 9:30 a.m.
to 4:45 p.m. every day but
Sunday.

2 DEPUTIES CLEARED IN FIGHT

STATE ATTORNEY’S OFFICE DROPS
CHARGES AGAINST PIKE AND CURRY

MANDY MILES
mandy@keysweekly.com
he State Attorney’s Office has
dropped all charges against two
Monroe County Sheriff's Office
deputies who were arrested by
Key West police following a Dec. 18 fight
on Duval Street with three visiting Navy
sailors.

Assistant State Attorney Val Winter
on Jan. 3 filed “Memorandums of No Ac-
tion” on behalf of Connor Curry, 23, and
Trevor Pike, 25.

Pike had been facing a misdemeanor
disorderly conduct charge and a felony
battery charge for punching a Navy sailor
in the face and knocking him out. That
sailor was airlifted to a Miami hospital,
but has since been released “and is doing
fine,” Sheriff Rick Ramsay told the Keys
Weekly on Jan. 3.

Curry was facing a misdemeanor
disorderly conduct charge.

In dismissing Pike’s case, Winter
wrote, “The State of Florida hereby
declines to file charges in this case and
therefore enters this ‘no action’ for
one or more of the following reason(s):
Defendant’s actions were justified under
the circumstances to defend himself as
demonstrated by video evidence from a
bystander witness, which was offered to
law enforcement, but was not viewed or
collected prior to arrest.”

In dismissing Curry's misdemeanor
charge, Winter wrote, “The State of
Florida hereby declines to file charges in
this case and therefore enters this 'no
action’ for one or more of the following
reason(s): Defendant did not engage in
any conduct which was criminal or unjus-
tified as demonstrated by video evidence
from a bystander witness which was
offered to law enforcement, but was not
viewed or collected prior to arrest.”

In response to the State Attorney’s
action, Ramsay told the Keys Weekly, “My
deputies have been vindicated and my
assessment of the situation has been
validated.”

Curry and Plke are back on patrol
with MCSO, but initially had been placed
on unpaid leave by the sheriff's office
pending the criminal investigation and an
internal affairs investigation.

But after reviewing cell phone video
recorded by independent witnesses —
six women who were downtown for a
birthday party — Ramsay told the Keys
Weekly, “I believe the criminal charges
against my deputies are unjust. And
I've asked Key West Police Chief Sean
Bradenburg and State Attorney Dennis
Ward to review the videos before pro-
ceeding with criminal charges. The video

shows my deputies were defending
themselves, and the Navy sailors were
the aggressors in the fight.”

Ramsay questioned the actions of
Key West police supervisor Sgt. Alex
Rodriguez, who was called to the scene
after the fight “because policy dictates
that an incident involving law enforce-
ment officers requires a supervisor to
be present.”

Ramsay said the women who were
downtown repeatedly offered Key West
police their cell phone video that shows
the entire incident between the two
off-duty deputies and three visiting Navy
personnel.

The Key West police officers had
body-cam footage, and there were in-
dependent witnesses who kept pointing
to the Navy sailors as the aggressor,”
Ramsay said.

“The video clearly shows a Navy
sailor in a white shirt charging one of
the deputies. He swings and hits him in
the upper cheek. My deputy grabbed
him and took him to the ground while
the other deputy stood by and did not
engage.

“Then the other sailors come
into the fight and charge the deputy,”
Ramsay told the Keys Weekly. “As soon
as my deputy hit one of the Navy guys,
who immediately fell to the ground, my
deputy stepped back and did nothing
more than defend himself.

“Early on, the first Key West police
officer on the scene believed the depu-
ties were a victim and a witness, and the
Navy personnel were the suspects,” Ram-
say said, adding that the women with the
video told Key West Police they had seen
and recorded the whole scenario.

“The police told the woman to stand
across the street and wait. They waited
10 or 15 minutes and then Key West
police said, ‘Nah, | don't need to see the
video.”

“When the women saw on the news
the next day that the deputies were fac-
ing charges, they emailed the sheriff's
office with their statements, contact info
and the video they recorded. They also
sent their video to a Fox News TV affili-
ate,” Ramsay said, adding that he had
expressed his concern to Brandenburg.

“| asked Chief Brandenburg to
review the videos and draw his own
conclusions. | asked the same thing of
our state attorney, not to do my guys a
favor, but to ensure we know who the
aggressors are.”

Brandenburg told the Keys Weekly
on Dec. 22 that he was still reviewing
the footage. He declined to comment on
Jan. 5 with regard to the charges being
dropped.
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‘FREEDOM FIRST’

GOVERNOR’S BUDGET
SEEKS INVESTMENT IN
TEACHERS,OFFICERS
AND ENVIRONMENT

JIM McCARTHY

jim@keysweekly.com

lorida Gov. Ron DeSantis’

proposed $99.7 billion budget

seeks to invest more in the

environment, raise pay for law
enforcement and teachers and fully
fund programs for affordable hous-
ing.

Legislators in the state House
and Senate will convene for their first
day of session in Tallahassee on Tues-
day, Jan. 11. Adoption of a budget for
the upcoming fiscal year, which be-
gins July 1, is among the tasks for the
legislature before the 60-day session
concludes on March 11.

DeSantis presented his “Freedom
First” budget to the legislature and
Senate President Wilton Simpson and
House Speaker Chris Sprowls last
month. The governor said his fourth
budget highlights Florida’s resiliency
and strength, while showing commit-
ment to fight for Florida's families,
freedoms and future.

“In Florida, we have put freedom
first - protecting Floridians' freedom
to earn a living, to operate businesses
and to choose educational options
tailored for their children,” DeSantis
said. “As a result of our commit-
ment to freedom, Florida's economy
continues to thrive and Floridians
are better able to provide for their
families. | am proud to announce my
budget proposals that will build on
our foundation of freedom by invest-
ing in priorities that matter to our
residents.”

Throughout his time in office,
DeSantis has made Everglades
restoration a priority with hundreds
of millions invested in projects. That
commitment continues in his budget
proposal, with $372 million for the
Comprehensive Everglades Restora-
tion Plan. CERP is a framework for
restoring, protecting and preserv-
ing the Everglades ecosystem. The
plan is a 50-50 partnership between
Florida and the federal government.
The state and the South Florida
Water Management District (SFWMD)
have invested around $2.3 billion in
CERP-related land acquisition, project
design and construction.

To help send more water south,
DeSantis’ budget includes $69 million
for the Everglades Agricultural Area
(EAA) Reservoir. The project includes
a treatment wetland that will clean
water and a reservoir that will store

excess water from Lake Okeechobee.
The project, which DeSantis signed
an executive order to expedite during
his early days in office, is a joint effort
between the SFWMD and U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers. The state began
construction on its component of the
project, the stormwater treatment
area, in 2020. In April, the SFWMD
governing board approved an agree-
ment with the Army Corps that keeps
them on track to construct the reser-
voir component.

On the education side, DeSantis
is proposing $600 million in funding
to continue elevating K-12 teacher
salaries across the state to a mini-
mum of $47,500. In 2020, DeSantis
asked lawmakers for $900 million for
teacher pay increases and bonuses.
The COVID-19 pandemic affected rev-
enues, however, bringing lawmakers
to agree on $500 million for teacher
pay increases.

DeSantis’ budget proposes $23.9
billion in state funding for the K-12
public school system, which cov-
ers costs associated with current
projected enrollment of 2.98 million
students in the state. Around $1.4
billion is being proposed for early
child education, including more than
$406 million for voluntary pre-kinder-
garten.

Pay increases for law enforce-
ment are also proposed within the
governor's budget. In total, DeSantis
is recommending $75.4 million to
increase the base rate of pay for over
4,500 state sworn law enforcement
officers. Entry-level officers would see
a 20% increase in their pay, bringing
the average filled position base rate
to $61,200. Non-entry level officers
would receive a 25% increase.

In addition, DeSantis is proposing
$1 million to establish the Out-of-
State Law Enforcement Equivalency
Reimbursement to help cover costs
for officers moving to Florida.

As for affordable housing, the
governor's budget proposes to pro-
vide $355.5 million to fully fund the
Sadowski Affordable Housing Trust
Funds. Historically, the pot of money
was used to fund other initiatives
or projects that weren't related to
affordable housing. The legislature
came to an agreement last year that
funds wouldn't be swept for other
causes.

The Sadowski Fund was created
in 1992 to provide funding to the
State Apartment Incentive Loan (SAIL)
program and the State Housing In-
centives Partnership (SHIP) program.
The governor's budget proposes $95
million for SAIL and $220.5 million for
SHIP.

@ BRIEFLY

KEY WEST SEAFOOD FESTIVAL
POSTPONED UNTIL APRIL

The 16th Annual Florida Keys Seafood Fes-
tival has been postponed until Saturday, April 2
from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. and Sunday, April 3 from
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Bayview Park in Key West.
The event was scheduled for Jan. 15 and 16, but
COVID concerns prompted the change.

There is a $10 admission charge per person
for adults, good for both days, which enters that
person into a raffle for $250 worth of seafood.
Children under 12 are admitted free. Proceeds
benefit sustainable fisheries management
programs and youth scholarships. The festival is
presented by the Florida Keys Commercial Fisher-
men's Association.

RED BARN THEATRE RESCHEDULES
PLAY’S OPENING NIGHT

Key West's Red Barn Theatre has rescheduled
opening night for the pandemic-

delayed first show of its 42nd season.

“Cats Talk Back,” a critically-acclaimed mock-
docu-comedy, will open a three-week run on
Monday, Jan. 10. Tickets are now available for all
performances through Jan. 29. The play will be
presented outdoors under the stars in the Red
Barn’s courtyard. All curtains are at 8 pm.

“You can't imagine how much we want to
bring you our production of ‘Cats Talk Back,”
said Director Joy Hawkins. “We regret our original
opening had to be postponed, but this virus is
unpredictable, to say the least. But every precau-
tion is being taken to keep everyone safe and
healthy.”

LOWER KEYS CHAMBER
HOSTS NAUTICAL EXPO

The Lower Keys Chamber of Commerce
presents its 18th annual Nautical Expo on Satur-
day and Sunday, Jan. 15 and 16 on the chamber
grounds, 31020 Overseas Hwy., Big Pine.

The event features scores of vendors selling
new and used boating, fishing, diving gear, nauti-
cal art, home decor, clothing, jewelry and food.

Visit lowerkeyschamber.com for more infor-
mation or to rent a vendor booth.
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NEW RELEASE:

WINTERSLEEP

A SEASONAL COFFEE
FROM CAJAMARCA, PERU

WARM UP YOUR WINTER SEASON
WITH THIS BRIGHT COFFEE

OPEN DAILY: 6:30AM-2PM

Viait own neweat addition - Coaotal Jealian Fine Diring
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BEIMARE

KEY WEST
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KEY WEST

AT AG6B MARINA COMPLEX +- 700 FRONT STREET, KEY WEST
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SALT) OYSTER

DOCKSIDE BAR + GRILL

OPEN DAILY: 11AM—8PM

Y
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OUR NEW MENU IS NOW LIVE!

OPEN DAILY
11AM—10PM

HAPPY HOUR
6PM—8PM__

—LIVE MUSIC DAI

ND 6PN\ DRAFT BEER, WINE, STRAIGHT POUR
WELL COCKTAILS, AND $10 FOOD SPECIALS

P

‘LMH 33 ‘

G!! __‘

sy P
BRUNCH: [0

8AM—1PM . ;-

BREAKFAST

DAILY, BAM—1t: :30AM

S8 HAPPY HOUR

drink specials ) i
small plates & drink <P bottomless mimosas

D‘NNER bloody marys
NIGHTLY, 6PM—8PM -
- iy o P, AT b i.-,_:a X

. & THE
A 9 PERRY HOTEL PERRYKEYWEST.COM - 305.296.1717
= & MARINA 7001 SHRIMP RD. « KEY WEST, FL 33040

KEY WEST

Peter Vey

Ballast Key, now re-named
Wolkowsky Key after its former
owner David Wolkowsky, has had

a rich history of creative visitors in
film, literature, and fine art, including
Tennessee Williams, Truman Capote,
Jimmy Buffett, Gloria Estefan and
others. The island, located nine

miles west of Key West, is now

under the stewardship of The Nature
Conservancy, and is deeded to

the United States Fish and Wildlife
Service. The main house and guest
house remain much the same as
during the heyday of David’s celebrity
entertainments.

Dog Beach 48 x 36, Oil on Linen

A recent week-end visit to the now tranquil refuge by Peter inspired a series of pieces. His
amazing ability to absorb and translate his visual surroundings are evident in these works.

Works Available on Approval & Concierge Services from Key West to Key Largo
The Gallery on Greene | 606 Greene Street | Key West, Florida
galleryongreene.com | 305-304-2323
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FLORIDA KEYS TABLE

e Florida Keys boast some of the most
iconic eateries and bars in the world.
Creative culinary minds elevate lo-
cal seafood to new levels and celebrate
contemporary fusion, Cuban, Caribbean,
Asian, French and other international influenc-
es. Our chain of islands is one of the world's
top food and drink destinations.
But our magnetic appeal goes beyond the

LORELEI SUNSET
Lorelei Restaurant & Cabana Bar
Islamorada

A refreshing drink to enjoy while din-
ing along the water or enjoying a sunset in
Islamorada. Lorelei Restaurant & Cabana
Bar serves the house cocktail known as the
Lorelei Sunset. It's made with their very own
flavored vodka from Islamorada Distillery.

FOOD, DRINKS & PEOPLE

menu. The skilled professionals who define
our local hospitality industry do much more
than mix creative cocktails and serve delicious
meals. These hard-working men and women
are ambassadors, social directors, travel advi-
sors and unlicensed — but often effective —
therapists.

To celebrate our unique culinary culture,
Keys Weekly brings you this bi-weekly feature

TOMAHAWK RIBEYE SPECIAL
Florida Keys Steak & Lobster House, Marathon

For a decadent treat on a special occasion, treat yourself to the Toma-
hawk experience, said Justin Ahearn, general manager of the Florida Keys
Steak & Lobster House. “We handcut the tomahawks ourselves, fresh off the
rack every day. We pair it with a Florida lobster tail, shrimp and jumbo North
Atlantic sea scallops, which we proudly receive daily to ensure quality.”

to highlight the food, libations and local per-
sonalities that define our “must-try” destina-
tions across the Florida Keys.

Whether you're a first-time visitor or a
fifth-generation local, your options are endless.
Indulge in something new or revisit a familiar
favorite. And above all, support the local own-
ers and loyal employees who are vital to our
Keys communities.

PAUL “CUZZY"” BARCUS
Poké in the Rear, Key West

Paul “Cuzzy” Barcus is a talented, 18-year
veteran of Key West restaurants. He worked
as sous chef and in other leadership posi-
tions at Blue Heaven, Ocean Key Resort and
Santiago's Bodega before becoming a part-
ner in Poké in the Rear with Grant Portier
and Jenn Stefanacci-Portier.

Barcus recently introduced Cuzzy's Flat-
bread, shown on the right, featuring fresh
tuna poké on grilled flatbread atop seaweed
salad, hoisin and sriracha aioli. On the left
is Poké’s best-selling poké bowl, Elle’'s Poké
on Fire, a spicy combination of fresh tuna or
salmon, rice, vegetables, edamame and sea-
weed salad, topped with crispy fried onions.

Poké in the Rear is located at 504 Angela
St., Key West, and is also accessible from Du-
val Street via Aqua Nightclub, 711 Duval St.

For more, visit our Keys Table Magazines online at keysweekly.com/table.
Our Florida Keys Table Magazines are published nine times a year in the Upper Keys,
Marathon and Key West. For more information email: Stephanie@keysweekly.com.
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e're going to lose weight, quit drinking (at
least in the daytime), get back in shape,
start a retirement fund, paint the living
room, eat less fast food, you know the drill.
And it all sounds well and good — for the first week of
the year. But that week is now over, and we bring you...

NEW YEAR
RESOLUTIONS
THAT HAVE
ALREADY
BEEN BROKEN

10P
10

10. Sober January.

0.

8.

No politicians will be forced to step down in 2022.

I will not engage in meaningless social media argu-
ments about masks, vaccines or cruise ships.

Your 75 HARD Challenge ended before Andy
Cohen could get drunk enough to rant about “the
crappiest mayor in New York City history.”

[ will not yell at my kids in 2022.

“This is the year | stop streaming and start reading
more boo- ... Whoa, hello, 'Yellowstone’ season 4!”

| will not take both claws from a stone crab.

I will not light a Christmas tree on fire near a cov-
eted monument.

I will no longer pass on the shoulder or in the turn-
ing lanes of the 18-Mlle Stretch

Porn-free January.

Mainstreaming

NOW TRENDING

WHAT TO DO
THIS WEEK

WATCH | COBRA KAI

SEASON 4

Set more than 30 years after the
events of the original “Karate
Kid” film, Netflix's drama-come-
dy hybrid enters its fourth sea-
son. When John Kreese relapses
into old ways and forces Johnny
Lawrence out of his own re-
opened Cobra Kai dojo, Johnny
and high school rival Daniel
LaRusso must unite their teams
of high school fighters to retake
the All-Valley karate tournament

title. When Kreese convinces LaRusso’s old tormenter, the sadistic
Terry Silver, to return as a Cobra Kai sensei, Daniel and Johnny's fragile
alliance is put to the ultimate test. The 10-episode season premiered in

its entirety on Netflix on Dec. 31.

RIGCHER THAN | EVER B EEN

RICK

LISTEN | RICHER

THAN I'VE EVER BEEN
According to Apple Music, there
is no shortage of confidence
across Rick Ross album titles
with “God Forgives,” “| Don't”
and “Teflon Don.” But with his
new album, the Miami-hailing
MC is not only crowning himself,
but reveling in one of wealth's
most under-heralded privileges:
creative freedom. The album's
12 tracks stand in stark opposi-
tion to the contemporary trend

of bloated and overlong rap releases, Ross coming across forthright
with bars like wanting to be a better father in his song “Little Havana.”
Listen on Apple Music and Spotify.

SALLy_l
"ROONEY

auTHoR oF NoRmAL peoPie B
BEAUTIFuUL
- WORLD,
- WHERE

ARE \;(OU

READ | BEAUTIFUL WORLD,

WHERE ARE YOU

In this novel by Sally Rooney, the best-
selling author of “Conversations with
Friends,” Alice, a novelist, meets Felix,
who works in a warehouse, and asks
him if he'd like to travel to Rome with
her. In Dublin, her best friend, Eileen, is
getting over a breakup, and slips back
into flirting with Simon, a man she has
known since childhood. Alice, Felix,
Eileen and Simon are still young — but
life is catching up with them. They de-
sire each other, they delude each other,
they get together, they break apart.
They have sex, they worry about sex,

they worry about their friendships and the world they live in. Are they
standing in the last lighted room before the darkness, bearing witness
to something? Will they find a way to believe in a beautiful world?

— Amazon
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RAMS HEAD UPCOMING

EVENTS

THE ULTIMATE
JOHNNY CASH EXPERIENCE

AT KEY WEST THEATER
JANUARY 11™

JUDY COLLINS

AT KEY WEST THEATER
JANUARY 127

KETGH SEE[]R (OF OLD GROW MEDICINE SHOW)
& MOLLY TUTTLE

AT KEY WEST THEATER
JANUARY 16™

RODNEY CROWELL

AT KEY WEST THEATER
JANUARY 22N

T ORLPAMR

AT KEY WEST THEATER
JANUARY 31°7

FEB 5, 2022
KENN“I’ WAT'NE SHEFHERD

CHRIHGNE “KINGFISH” INGRAM

& <
T CHARLIE MUSSELWHITE =
‘ ALLY VENABLE

KENNY WAYNE SHEPHERD
& CHRISTONE “KINGFISH" INGRAM

AT COFFEE BUTLER AMPHITHEATER
FEBRUARY 5™

[HE LIFE AND MUSIC OF

GEORG

THE LIFE AND MUSIC
OF GEORGE MICHAEL

AT KEY WEST THEATER
FEBRUARY 12™

PRICE S RIBHT VE
AT COFFEE BUTLER AMPHITHEATER
MARCH 26™

iﬁebetufwen

GOOD VIBES SUH’MFFE TOUR 2022

REBELUTION

AT COFFEE BUTLER AMPHITHEATER
JUNE 5™

THEKEYWESTAMP.COM | THEKEYWESTTHEATER.COM
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I may npt e a rockst:
prabllln naire, but I
aveﬁhe smile of one!

“ﬁ' Lucgb Buffett, Crazy Sista,
-AL Req aurateur, & Author

- [ '
_ My aypsy soul landed me in Key West in 1975 for

two crazy years, then took me to live and work
n three different coasts over the next four
decades. By the time I returned and
bought my island dream home,

| had a hodgepodge of dental
ork. My big bro told me to go
to Dr. Troxel, who came up with
a comprehensive reconstr ction
|plan to make another one of -
my dreams come true: a big
- beautiful movie star smile! Thank
you, Fred. You are the best!

-w"

- All my Gumbo Love,
- \w
CHAS. F.TROXEL JR. DDS

T I S T
of the Keys

New Patients Welcome
Over 30 Years of Comprehensive Dental Experience

MM30 Big Pine Key * 872-2366 * keysmiles.com

Performed
- [tside
LINGER THE

. STARS!

RED Bjﬁl{?’q PLAY ONI
THEATRE | PLAY SAFE!!

By Bess Wohl Directed by Joy Hawkins

NOW OPENING JANUARY 10!
SCAN FOR TIX ‘

'11-
JA" L F.

319 Duval Street / 3[|5 296.9311 / redhar‘ntheatre com

« 0 g
.......

e O€rving

- Breakfast,

i Lunch &
Dinner

bl

THE

GARDENS

HOTEL

KEY WEST

WINE GALLERY i
at The Gardens Hotel Key West |

JAZZ IN THE GARDENS

IS BACK!
EVERY SUNDAY 5PM-7:30PM

526 ANGELA STREET | GARDENSHOTEL.COM
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. Mark Hedden
w
www.keysweekly.com

DESERT ISL

BALLAST KEY IS
A SANCTUARY
WORTH SAVING

f 1 want to cut to the chase when telling

someone about Ballast Key, | drop the

fact that it was once on the market for
$15.8 million. It's true, but not the point.

Ballast Key is 10 miles west of Key West
as the crow flies, longer if you don't want
to run your boat aground. It was a private
island owned by Key West legend David
Wolkowsky, who died in 2018 at the age of
99. (To read up on Wolkowsky — and you
should — Google Michael Adno's profile on
the Bitter Southerner website, or his 2018
obituary in the New York Times.)

The island is somewhere between 14
and 26 acres. Distinctions between land and
water are often debatable, as much of it is
mangroves, sandbars and salt ponds that
dry up in the winter. It is off the grid, relying
on water catchments, solar panels, an occa-
sional generator, and surrounded by the Key
West National Wildlife Refuge.

If you've been to Woman Key or Boca
Grande, or taken the Dry Tortugas ferry,
you've passed Ballast Key. It's the only house
you'll see out there. (A guest house and
workshop on the island are mostly obscured
by trees.) It's modeled on the Northwest
Channel lighthouse, which burned in 1971. It
is also the actual Southernmost Point in the
contiguous United States.

The house always reminds me of Spring-
steen’s mansion on the hill, the place where
people project their fantasies, where life
would be easier and better. (These fantasies
often involve lottery tickets.)

When [ first was there as the guest of a
guest of a guest in the late 1990s, a signed
Jimmy Buffett album sat on the coffee table.
It said something like, “David, sell me your
island, Jimmy."” Buffett, along with Fast Buck
Freddy’'s owner Tony Falcone, had bought
the Kress building on Duval Street from
Wolkowsky, who also had a playful penchant
for forged art and artifacts, so who knows if
it was real.

My second visit was in summer 2019.
Chris Bergh, the South Florida program
manager for the Nature Conservancy, had
invited me out, partly, | believe, because of
my Audubon and bird geek credentials, and
partly to show me what an amazing window
into the Florida Keys backcountry it was.

Anyone who knew David well will tell
you he never actually wanted to sell Ballast
Key - but liked to dangle it as bait in front of
developers and other wealthy people, to reel
them in and play them for a while, before
cutting the line. Bergh often spoke with
Wolkowsky about the ecological importance
of the island and the need to prevent its
development.

After Wolkowsky died in 2018, the island
was donated to the Nature Conservancy,
which promptly handed the deed to the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service with an agreement
that the Nature Conservancy would man-
age it for 10 years to ensure its protection.

It was to become a base of operations for
researchers and biologists, providing deeper
access to the unique Keys ecosystem.

| proposed to Bergh a photo project
documenting not just the island - its wildlife,
architecture, landscape and the researchers
to come — but also how the arc of its story
would change now that its ownership had.
Then | was awarded a Knight Foundation
grant to do just that.

For the last two years I've been making
periodic trips — an afternoon, a couple days
— wandering and taking pictures.

Access to the island is priceless; time
there, priceless. Time to notice the tear in
the screen, the great white heron perched
on an abandoned lobster trap, the shadows
of young lemon sharks circling the flats,
the hermit crabs that devour almost any-
thing you offer. Time to stand so still that
a clapper rail — an amazingly shy, sneaky
bird — can exit the mangroves and walk
almost across my foot without noticing me.
Time to wait for the right light to hit the Suzy
Zuzek dePoo mural in the main house. Time
to form opinions on the personality of the
Wurdeman's heron that hunted fish on the
south shoreline.

o . - — T— e -

Photographer Mark Hedden captures the offshore essence and
ecological importance of Ballast Key. MARK HEDDEN/Keys Weekly

COVID threw a few wrenches into the
works. It wasn't safe to open the place up for
researchers, and the Nature Conservancy
ended its management agreement within
two years. | made myself minorly useful as
an occasional fill-in caretaker, and the folks
at USFWS have allowed me more time out
there to shoot and complete the project.

The culmination of all this - called South
of Southernmost - is now hanging on the
walls of the Sanger Gallery at The Studios of
Key West.

The exhibit will be open to the public
Tuesday through Saturday until Jan. 27.
There's an opening from 6 to 8 p.m. on
Thursday, Jan. 6. It's free, but reservations
must be made through the tskw.org website,
and masks are required.

Ballast Key will never be openon a
broad scale to the public. It can’t sustain that
and still retain its crucial ecological value -
something which, to my mind, is worth way
more than $15.8 million.

My hope is to give people a sense of
what's so valuable out there, why it needs
protecting and why this is such a great
legacy for David Wolkowsky.
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We are thrilled to
welcome all showbirds
back to your island home!

And whether local or. visitor,
we are excited for you fo
FEEL GREAT and have a
BEAUTIFUL season!

a hair salon for women + men
af southernmost nail'bar. 3229 flagler ave.

TAVERN NLTOWN

RESTAURANT B AR TAPAS

Daily Happy Hour 5-7 pm | Nightly Live Music | 15% Locals Discount

- A, anth
ool 9% t.
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Enjoy your choice of various B
wines by the glass

Limited Seating Available
Reservations Recommended

For Reservations, Call 305.296.8100 2 Aol
Reserve Online at OpenTable.com OpenTable KEY WEST

BEACHSIDE

ARTISTIG GONGRETE DESIGN

GOT GONGRETED

We can Preserve, Protect & Beautify ANY Concrete Surface

For more information go to
www.keysdecoconrete.com or call 305-923-0654

4

_ & Insured SP#3136
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mm 22.5 = Cudjoe Key, FL = www.squaregrouperbarandgrill.com
TUESDAY THRU SATURDAY | LUNCH 11-2:30 | DINNER 5-10

mm 22.5 = Cudjoe Key, FL = www.mynewjoint420lounge.com
TUESDAY THRU SATURDAY 4:20-11
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MM 80.4 = ISLAMORADA, FL /A

www. squaregrouperislamorada.com

WEDNESDAY THRU SUNDAY | LUNCH 11-2:30 | DI NER 5-10
BRUNCH SATURDAY & SUNDAY 11- 2:30

WEDNESDAY THRU SUNDAY
i ey 4:20 - 11
Chunsél Zounge
?2 # MM 80.4 = ISLAMORADA, FL
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KYLA PISCOPINK'S

YDANCE
A KEYWEST

EDUCATION
PERFORMANCE
OUTREACH

¥ BLUEYE IMAGES

FOUNDED IN 2008, DANCE KEY WEST IS A 501C3
NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION. DANCEKEYWEST.ORG

DEC 29-JAN 185 | 7PM
Fringe at the Armory
OO0 WHITE STRERET

fringetheater.org|305-731-0581

Sponsored by Cory Held & Jeffrey Grosky at Preferred Properties Pﬁ'ﬁwﬁﬁ

'.‘Featu ed onﬁmers
Dnve ne & Dives.

(305) 2940102

(1:30,AM - 10 OM
629 Duval St Key West

When you're on Long sland be sure to visit our new location in Wan_fagh.
Call ahead for Daily Specials 516-900-1400.

A KEY WEST
FAMILY TRADITION
IN FINE FOODS

SINCE 1926

FOOD PALACE

DELIVERY & GIFT CARDS
AVAILABLE

522 FLEMING STREET
1105 WHITE STREET

WWW.FAUSTOS.COM
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-32"% ;i‘l Horicllc Keys
el WATERFRONT [T

PLAYH E
Live Theatre |t maory squ?euﬁ} west | At Ifs Best!

WATERFRONT YOUTH THEATREI and the COMMUNITY FOUNDATION of the FLORIDA KEYS present

Book by 2isld Dahl With David Black
Dennis Kelley Roald Dahl's Joshua Lawson

' . Samara MacDonald -
Music and Lyrics P Mathias Maloff
by Tim Minchin d{x Jessica Miano Kruel
Directed by & Barbara Mundy

Tom Thaver g A Lauren Thompson
: % THE MUSICAL and
D