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OPEN WATER 
CONCH HAVEN

Harkening back to the original feeling of the keys from days gone by, this open 

water home is the perfect tropical hideaway. Native plantings and a secluded 

outdoor shower flank the work shed along the property line and out to the 80' 

concrete seawall. The large patio is designed for outdoor living with over 1700sf of 

space to host backyard soirees or intimate dinners with friends. The home itself 

is an immaculate two bedroom, two bathroom manufactured home with a 

separate outbuilding that houses the laundry. The bright and cheery kitchen 

window and the living room both offer endless views of the water. Only 15 miles 

to Key West, this location affords the ease of flying in or driving to your retreat. 

Bring your hammock, your boat, and your fishing pole and start living the keys 

lifestyle as it truly is meant to be enjoyed.

SADDLEBUNCH, FL | $779,000 | Listing ID: 598897

1075 Duval Street, Suite 15C, Key West | 305.294.1117 | oceansir.com 

Bob Cardenas, Managing Broker
Each office is independently owned and operated.
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KEY WEST TALKS TRANSIENT 
RENTALS & SIDEWALK CAFES

Preliminary data from the Florida Department of Highway Safety 
and Motor Vehicles shows 191 crashes and more than 14,000 
citations issued for motorists who failed to “move over” in Florida 

in 2021. Per the “Move Over” law, drivers are required to move over a 
lane for a stopped law enforcement vehicle, utility workers, tow trucks or 
construction vehicles with displayed warning lights. Failure to do so could 
result in a fine and points on a person’s driving record.

191

MANDY MILES
mandy@keysweekly.com

Key West city officials want to 
make it more expensive for 
homeowners to rent their 
properties for a month or a 

week at a time.
Monthly and weekly vacation 

rentals are a main cause of Key 
West’s long-term housing shortage, 
Commissioner Jimmy Weekley said 
at the Jan.4 city commission meet-
ing, where officials raised the city’s 
transient rental fee from $150 to 
$300 while instructing city staff to 
investigate the possibility of raising 
those fees even more.

“Why $300 and not $3,000 or 
$4,000?” Weekley asked. “If the city 
wanted to use that money and put 
it into an affordable housing trust 
fund because so many of these 
properties are diminishing our af-
fordable housing supply, is that do-
able? Since they’re responsible for 
the loss of housing in this commu-
nity, I think they oughta be paying 
more into a housing trust fund.”

City Attorney Shawn Smith said, 
“We can certainly look into it, but it’s 
a complex issue that will take time 
because you can’t put the cost of 
affordable housing entirely on the 
back of a private citizen.”

He added that the topic would 
be a good one for the city’s new 
community development and hous-
ing director to explore. That position 
was added to the 2022 budget at 
the request of Mayor Teri Johnston, 
and five candidates are being inter-
viewed this month, facilitator Elisa 
Levy said during her report on the 
Key West Forward strategic plan.

During the discussion, officials 
made a distinction between the fees 

OFFICIALS 
WANT RENTAL 
PROPERTIES 
TO PAY MORE

charged by the city for transient, or 
short-term, rentals, which are fewer 
than 28 days, and the market-rate 
cost of an existing transient license. 
The city no longer issues new tran-
sient rental licenses, so an existing 
one must be bought on the open 
market, where they often sell for 
$350,000 to $500,000 due to their 
profitable potential.

With  commissioners in agree-
ment with Weekley, officials did vote 
unanimously to raise the fees for 
transient rentals from $150 to $300 
while they explore additional price 
increases and possibilities.

In other news, the commis-
sion voted 6-1 to approve the new 
sidewalk cafe program and the new 
fees, which were lowered since the 
outdoor dining program started last 
summer.

Initially, participating restaurants 
had to pay an annual base fee of 
$100. “The program also required a 
$500-per-seat revocable license fee. 
In addition, the city charges a one-
time per seat impact fee of $592, 
billed over seven years,” city docu-
ments state.

The new fee schedule eliminates 
the $500-per-seat fee, but includes 
a $592 fee that’s payable over seven 
years.

“At this time, staff recommends 
amending the café dining/seating 
ordinance to require a one-time 
$100 application fee and payment 
of the aforementioned impact fees; 
however, at this time the revocable 

license fee is recommended to be 
removed,” city staff recommended.

Commissioner Billy Wardlow 
was the only dissenting vote, saying, 
“I really don’t care for it. I approved 
it for COVID, but a lot of them are 
making plenty of money down 
there. Is the city liable for any prob-
lems, like if a drunk person walks by 
and takes food off someone’s plate?”

Commissioner Mary Lou Hoover 
pointed out that the new ordinance 
requires restaurants to carry an ad-
ditional $1 million in insurance for 
outdoor dining.

Commissioner Sam Kaufman 
added that the sidewalk cafes “could 
be a really good selling point for our 
Duval Street revitalization, especially 
if we can get more uniformity and 
wider sidewalks on both sides of the 
street.”

As for cruise ships, City Attor-
ney Shawn Smith told the com-
mission that he and City Manager 
Patti McLauchlin were meeting with 
special counsel Ed Pozzouli on Jan. 5, 
the day after the commission meet-
ing. “We’ll get an update on the new 
cruise ship ordinances from him. 
And Judge Sandy Taylor is also look-
ing at her schedule for a date that 
she can accommodate mediation. 
We’re hoping for a Saturday before 
February.”

At the start of the meeting, 
Johnston presented her State of 
the City address, outlining past and 
upcoming projects, successes and 
challenges.

Key West officials are considering higher fees for vacation rentals. CONTRIBUTED

Our cover photo of a New Year 
sand sculpture was created on 
New Year’s Day at Bahia Honda 
Beach. KATHY STONECASH/
Contributed
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WELCOME, 
SOLDIER RIDE

41 WOUNDED WARRIORS BIKE THE KEYS JAN. 7-8
MANDY MILES
mandy@keysweekly.com

They’re back and they need support as 
only the people of the Florida Keys can 
provide.

After a year’s hiatus due to COVID, 
Wounded Warrior Project’s Soldier Ride returns 
to the island chain this weekend, Friday and 
Saturday, Jan. 7 and 8.

Forty-one wounded military warriors will 
ride through the Upper, Middle and Lower Keys 
for three legs of a ride. Some ride traditional 
bikes, while others use adaptive bikes, such 
as hand-powered cycles, recumbent bikes, 
tricycles and hybrid bikes, to accommodate 
various injuries endured in combat. 

All Wounded Warrior Project events, includ-
ing the Soldier Rides, are entirely free for the 
warriors.

“Here in the Florida Keys, we come out to 
cheer the riders on like nowhere else. It’s so 
inspiring to see these men and women reclaim 
their confidence and strength, both mental and 
physical,” said Cathy Crane, director of Monroe 
County Veterans Affairs, who organizes the 
Soldier Ride in the Florida Keys. “These men 
and women have all been wounded in conflict. 
Some of their injuries are visible and others are 
invisible, when we’re talking about traumatic 
brain injuries or post-traumatic stress disorder 
and other injuries.”

Crane encourages all Keys residents, visi-
tors and schoolchildren to line U.S. 1 when the 
ride is coming through their section of the Keys.

“We wave flags, wear red, white and blue 
and just give them moral support that means 
the world to them as they ride 10 to 17 miles 
in each leg,” Crane said. “And they love seeing 
their supporters. They’ll reach out and high-five 
people as they’re passing by. It’s an amazing 
feeling for everyone involved.”

And so many groups and organizations are 
eager to be involved with the event in the Keys, 
Crane said.

“This is the 10th year the partnership 
among Key West’s Military Affairs Committee, 
the City of Key West and Monroe County has 
worked together on the Soldier Ride,” Crane 
said. “It’s the 16th year that Soldier Ride is visit-
ing the Keys.”

Government, law enforcement, veterans 
groups, fire and rescue services, civilians, 
schools and a host of other groups and individ-
uals all volunteer to make the ride comfortable, 
memorable and healing for its participants.

“Warriors never ride alone; they move for-
ward together, as a unit, just as they did during 
their military service,” states the Wounded War-
rior Project Soldier Ride website. “Soldier Ride 
empowers warriors to find solace, healing, and 
strength through movement. The experience 
opens doors to new opportunities and knowl-
edge and helps to unleash their untapped 
potential. We only ride as fast as the slowest 
rider, so everyone can benefit.”

So, when and where will the warriors ride 
in the Florida Keys? 

FRIDAY, JAN. 7:
8:30 a.m.: The ride starts at Key Largo VFW 

Post 10211 with a 9:30 a.m. water stop at Coral 
Shores High School in Tavernier, ending around 
10:30 a.m. at Postcard Inn Beach Resort & Ma-
rina in Islamorada.

11:45 a.m.: Meet and greet at Marathon 
Fire Rescue Station 14.

1 p.m.: The warriors head south from the 
fire station over the Seven Mile Bridge, ending 
at Veterans Memorial Park on the south end of 
the bridge around 2 p.m.

SATURDAY, JAN. 8
9:30 a.m.: The ride departs the DoubleTree 

Grand Key Resort in Key West and heads to the 
U.S. Naval Air Station Key West at Boca Chica 
Key, then loops back to Bayview Park in Key 
West. (Roadside supporters along U.S. 1 and at 
the Triangle in Key West have two opportunities 
to see the riders on their way to and from Boca 
Chica.)

Noon: Welcome ceremony at Bayview Park 
in Key West.

12:45 p.m.: Community Ride from Bayview 
Park until 2 p.m. The public is invited to ride 
with the warriors to historic Key West military 
sites. Patriotic bike decorations are encour-
aged. Suggested donation is $20.

Wounded warriors cross the Seven-
Mile Bridge during the 2020 Soldier 
Ride. Keys Weekly file photo Soldier Riders mount up in 2020 at Coral Shores 

High School in Tavernier. Keys Weekly file photo

Naval Air Station Key West hosts the Wounded 
Warriors in 2020. Keys Weekly file photo

Soldier Ride participants in 2020 get huge support 
along Key West’s Duval Street. LARRY BLACKBURN/
Keys Weekly

Supporters are encouraged to line U.S. 1 Friday in 
the Upper and Middle Keys and Saturday in the 
Lower Keys and Key West to cheer on the Soldier 
Ride. Keys Weekly file photo
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UP, UP 
AND AWAY

BRINGIN’ THE 
INGHAM BACK

www.hear4uaudiology.com
www.heardrmichelle.com

CALL TO START YOUR HEARING JOURNEY!

MIAMI
17670 NW 78th Avenue #201 

(305) 403-9325
HOMESTEAD

Towers Professional Plaza 
151 NW 11th St., Ste. W-301 

(305) 809-7663
KEY WEST

513 Fleming Street, Suite 11  
(2nd floor accessible via elevator)

(305) 809-6041

MARATHON
11400 Overseas Highway - Suite 209 

Town Square Mall 
(305) 747-7750

TAVERNIER
93911 Overseas Hwy., Ste. 5 (2nd Floor)

Tavernier, FL 33070
(305) 247-8227

Scan this on 
your phone 
to connect 

directly with

MAKE 2022 THE YEAR YOU HEAR!
Call Dr. Michelle today to get started!

POLE VAULTERS 
DEFY GRAVITY 
AT FREE EXPO

“Look how high that thing is.”
“How the hell do they do that?” 
“I’d end up impaling myself in a flailing 
heap while still at ground level.”

These and other observations are 
typically heard at Key West’s annual 
Pole Vault in Paradise expo. (Yes, that 
last comment came from me during 
the 2020 event.)

The free demonstration and com-
petition highlight the speed, strength, 
agility and coordination of about 80 
elite pole vaulters, aged 15 to 67,  from 
10 states, Mexico and Canada, while 
raising money for the Key West High 
School’s track and field programs.

Key West resident pole vaulter Steve 
Hanes launched Pole Vault in Paradise 
more than three years ago as the signa-
ture event for the Key West Track and 
Field Club, with crucial help from Dave 
Perkins at Key West High School. 

The event offers spectators a free, 
up-close look at the athleticism of elite 
competitors, all vying to beat the Key 
West island record for cash prizes. Ev-
eryone is invited to bring beach chairs 
and blankets while spending a day at 
the beach and watching truly impres-
sive athletic feats. 

Pole Vault in Paradise has en-
abled the Key West Track & Field Club 
to donate $24,000 and over $10,000 
in equipment to the Key West High 
School track team in its first two years, 
Hanes told the Keys Weekly. 

The event features two official run-
ways and landing pits for a high-flying 
demonstration.

Elite pole vaulter Garrett Starkey defies gravity 
and uses physics (somehow) to propel himself 
over a 16-foot pole while practicing in Key 
West in October. MANDY MILES/Keys Weekly

MANDY MILES
mandy@keysweekly.com

“The athletes are always trying to 
beat their own personal bests or a state 
or world record,  which makes for a great 
spectator event that draws hundreds 
each year,” Hanes said. “And this year 
we’ve drawn even more elite athletes with 
the possibility of cash prizes.”

The runways are open all day Friday, 
Jan. 7 for the athletes to practice and 
spectators to watch, The main event starts 
with a pancake breakfast on Saturday, 
Jan. 8 at 8 a.m. at Higgs Beach, between 
Ed Knight Pier and West Martello Tower. 
The first flights launch around 9 a.m. and 
will continue throughout the morning 
and afternoon as records are broken and 
personal bests are updated, Hanes said. 
Ten of the male vaulters have achieved 
personal bests over 18 feet high.

Food and beverages will be sold all 
day, while a DJ provides the soundtrack.

“Participant Anicka Newell, who lives 
in Texas and competes in Canada, com-
peted in both the Rio and Tokyo Olympic 
Games and has jumped 15 feet 5 inches,” 
Hanes said. “And Billy Olson is a new resi-
dent of the Florida Keys who is expected 
to attend. He set the world record in 1986 
as the first-ever vaulter to clear 19 feet 
indoors.”

All proceeds from the sale of mer-
chandise and food and beverages, along 
with athlete registrations, benefit the 
KWHS track and field programs.

For more information or to make a 
donation, visit kwtfc.org.

HISTORIC MUSEUM SHIP 
RETURNS TO TRUMAN 
WATERFRONT

The historic U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Ingham is seen Jan. 1 
at its berth at Truman Waterfront, following its return from 
Tampa Ship boatyard, where $650,000 of maintenance 
and repairs were done to the underwater portion of the 

hull. Topside repairs can be done while the boat is at the berth. 
Tugboats escorted the most decorated Coast Guard ship in history 
to the boatyard and returned her to Key West on Dec. 30. The 
ship will reopen for its popular tours and weekend happy hours 
in about two weeks, said its owner and director Bill Verge. MANDY 
MILES/Keys Weekly
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Lines poured out the door of the Advanced Urgent Care facility in 
Key Largo on the morning of Jan. 4 as people waited to receive a 
COVID-19 rapid test. Further south at Founders Park in Islamorada, 
appointment slots were filling quickly as people were ready for their 

swab test.
In Key West on Tuesday, 150 of 400 tests were positive, Key West City 

Manager Patti McLauchlin reported. 
With a busy holiday season in the Keys and Florida comes another wave 

of COVID spread. A COVID-19 report by the Florida Health Department 
reported 951 new cases of COVID-19 in Monroe County from Dec. 24 to Dec. 
30. Throughout Florida, 298,455 new cases were reported in the same time 
span, and that’s up from 128,186 between Dec. 17 and Dec. 24 and 29,514 in 
the days spanning from Dec. 10 to Dec. 17. 

“A real high number of people are coming back as positive cases,” said 
Bob Eadie, top health officer for Monroe County. “It’s not totally unsurprising. 
But the numbers are surprising in the sense we haven’t seen them that high 
before.

“Part of it is that everybody over the holidays wanted to be tested so 
they could travel. I think we’re probably still continuing with that sort of 
thing,” he continued. “People really get concerned when they read all the 
media accounts, so I think all that’s playing into it too.”

Those feeling ill should contact their doctor and get tested, Eadie said. 
Eadie said the latest variant spreading, Omicron, isn’t as virulent as oth-

ers. That’s evidenced by relatively low hospital figures at local hospitals. As of 
Jan. 4, Lower Keys Medical Center had six COVID patients in house with one 
patient in the intensive care unit. Baptist Health South Florida was caring for 
five patients with COVID-19 at Fishermen’s Community Hospital and Mari-
ners Hospital. Across the Baptist system, some 619 patients with COVID-19 
were receiving care — a 350% increase from that of two weeks ago.

“We have all the resources we need at this time to care for our commu-
nity,” said Gina Halley-Wright, spokeswoman for Baptist Health South Florida.

Students returned to the classroom on Jan. 4 following a holiday break. 
Data from the Monroe County School District’s dashboard shows 64 stu-
dents were confirmed positive with COVID-19 during winter break, from 
Dec. 20 to Dec. 31. Twenty-seven teachers and staff tested positive over the 
break. 

School board chairman Andy Griffiths said during a Jan. 3 evening radio 
show that the district is following CDC quarantine guidelines, which now say 
to quarantine and isolate five days. New guidance by the CDC, which came 
just before the New Year, states that the change is motivated by “science 
demonstrating that the majority of SARS-CoV-2 transmission occurs early in 
the course of illness, generally in the 1-2 days prior to onset of symptoms 
and the 2-3 days after.”

“But in cases where an order from the governor conflicts with the CDC 
guidelines, we are obeying the governor,” Griffiths said during an interview 
on U.S. 1 Radio, adding that “The CDC has had some credibility issues re-
cently.” 

In a Jan. 3 press conference in Broward County, Gov. Ron DeSantis told 
reporters that schools will remain open in Florida. He said no “crazy” mitiga-
tion is needed. 

“If you look at the data amassed throughout the pandemic, it’s found 
that you have worse outcomes by closing schools in terms of whatever com-
munity prevalence is. The schools aren’t driving this,” he said. “They need to 
be in school. Parents need to be assured they can send kids to school.” 

Eadie said the number of children seriously affected by COVID and Omi-
cron remains low. 

“That’s not to minimize those who may have health issues and it could 
be more serious,” he said. “But it’s more like a cold for the vast majority of 
children.”

Recent COVID spread is hitting workplaces hard, including the Monroe 
County Sheriff’s Office. As of Jan. 3, the office was short about 25 employees 
due to positive COVID tests. They include patrol deputies, corrections of-
ficers and administrative staff. 

 “That was as of last week, and the number is a constantly moving tar-
get,” sheriff’s spokesman Adam Linhardt told the Keys Weekly on Jan. 3. 

Capt. Don Hiller of the Monroe County Sheriff’s Office in Marathon said 
it’s hitting them very hard. 

“The only saving grace is that all of our symptoms have been on the 
milder side and recovery has been very quick,” he said. “But it is spreading 
rapidly throughout our agency.”

In Monroe County’s two jails, 16 of the 525 current inmates have tested 
positive for COVID-19. Strict protective protocols had kept the jail population 
largely COVID-free until this past week of widespread community transmis-
sion that is affecting all agencies and industries. 

With COVID-19 cases on the rise, the Jan. 6 Islamorada Village Council 
meeting at the Founders Park Community Center has been canceled. The 
two agenda items scheduled for the meeting have been moved to the Jan. 
27 meeting agenda.

Despite rising cases, Monroe County remains in the upper echelon 
in the number of people vaccinated. With 59,472 residents, or 82% of the 
population inoculated, the Keys sits No. 2 in the state in percentage of 
people vaccinated. 

A little more than 300 people in Monroe County received a vaccine 
between Dec. 24 and Dec. 30. Supplies remain available at local pharmacies 
for those wishing to get inoculated. But vaccines for young kids ages 5-11 
remain hard to obtain. 

A little over 1.6 million children ages 5 to 11 in the state have been vac-
cinated, per the Florida Health Department’s latest report. 

Monroe County Commissioner Holly Raschein said there’s been no clear 
answer as to why the Keys can’t get the vaccines. As a mom, Raschein said, 
she’s hopeful that the wrinkles will be ironed out and that kids in the Keys, 
and their parents, will have the option to be vaccinated should they choose 
so.  

“I understand the natural supply chain issue that comes along with a 
health emergency; however, our neighbors to the north in Miami-Dade 
County seemingly have a robust supply, as they should given their size. But 
our residents shouldn’t be required to travel there to have their children 
vaccinated,” she said. 

Eadie said vaccines for children are beginning to come online, but still 
limited. In Key West, Walgreen on North Roosevelt Boulevard is providing 
COVID vaccines to kids ages 5 to 11. Vaccines are also being provided by 
CHI in the Upper and Middle Keys. CHI’s Marathon Health Center provided a 
one-time vaccination event for children ages 5 to 11 on Jan 6 from 11 a.m. to 
2 p.m. 

Mandy Miles, Alex Rickert and Charlotte Twine contributed to this report. 

People line up for a COVID test by Curative at Islamorada’s Founders Park during 
the holidays. DAVID GROSS/Keys Weekly 

NEW YEAR, MORE 
COVID SPREAD
CASES SOAR AS STATE, KEYS 
COME OUT OF BUSY HOLIDAY

JIM McCARTHY
jim@keysweekly.com
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CHRISTMAS 
CROWDS 

AND 
NEW YEAR 

CHAOS
KEYS WERE PACKED 
FOR THE HOLIDAYS

By Mandy Miles, Alex Rickert and Jim McCarthy

Traffic is snarled. Restaurants 
are packed. Hotels are pricey. 
Airports are overcrowded. Su-
permarket shelves are bare and 

everyone is shorthanded.
It must be the holiday season — 

and winter tourism season — in the 
Florida Keys.

But despite continuing concerns 
about COVID and its Omicron variant, 
things are better this January than they 
were last January, when vaccines were 
still largely unavailable and the virus 
was sending thousands of people to the 
hospital.

“January is going to be a very inter-
esting month,” Stacey Mitchell, director 
of the Monroe County Tourist Develop-
ment Council, told the Keys Weekly on 
Jan. 5. “Demand for the holidays was 
off the charts, and you couldn’t have 
written a more perfect script in terms of 
weather and continuing limited options 
for international travel, Caribbean travel 
and cruise travel.”

Jodi Weinhofer, president of the 
Lodging Association of the Florida Keys 
& Key West, agreed.

“And even as COVID numbers in 
Florida continue to blow up, I think 
people still know that we’re not the rest 
of Florida. We don’t have the 1,000-
room hotels and giant indoor events. 
And once again, we’re the beneficiary of 
it being the dead of winter up north and 
in the Midwest.”

“As we’ve already witnessed, I 
believe Americans will continue to 
prefer domestic destinations and our 
destination represents the farthest 
south someone can go without leaving 
the confines of the U.S.,” Mitchell said. 
“Think about it: no matter what hap-
pens with flights, testing and changing 
rules, you can still always drive out of 
the Keys.”

She also pointed out how many 
Keys residents she speaks with who 
comment on the crowds, traffic and 
delays.

“We have to consider that we’ve 
been sharing our Keys communities 
with second and third homeowners for 
the past several months. A house that 
typically sits empty all of a sudden had 
six to 10 people in it for the holidays,” 
Mitchell said. “Our traditional lodging 
supply, our traditional hotel rooms, is 
a finite number. But we also now have 
a different crux of residents bringing 
more people here. So a lot of the foot-
falls on our islands, a lot of the traffic 
on the roads, has nothing to do with the 
TDC or tourism advertising.

“Our workforce will be strained. Our 
traffic will be congested. This will be the 
new normal. We have a whole new pop-
ulation here,” Mitchell said. “If you want 
to run an errand on your lunch break, 
you better have a 2-1/2-hour lunch.”

When it comes to the holiday num-
bers in all regions of the Keys, here’s 
what we found:

The Key West Chamber of Com-
merce reports 95 to 98% occupancy in 
Key West hotels for the Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday nights of the New Year 
weekend.

In Marathon, “A number of our 
middle to larger resort hotels averaged 
at least 93-98% occupancy. The aver-
age daily rates were on par if not a little 
higher than this time last year. All in 
all, it was a very positive, very strong 
holiday week for the busiest week of the 
year,” said Daniel Samess of the Mara-
thon Chamber of Commerce.

In the Upper Keys, “Everyone I 
talked to was full, but they did mention 
that they were receiving a lot of cancel-
lation calls due to illness, but they were 
able to fill the rooms quickly,” said Judy 
Hull, executive director of the Islamo-
rada Chamber of Commerce.

Key Largo Chamber of Commerce 
President Elizabeth Moscynski said 
based on surveys, Key Largo hotels saw 
occupancies of 90% and greater during 
the week between Christmas and New 
Years. By Jan. 2, rooms started to open 
up. 

“Leading up to Christmas weekend 
and New Year’s, most hotels were sold 
out,” she said. 

So as the winter continues to send 
people south to our island chain, be 
patient, wash your hands and wait it 
out. The summer slowdown will be here 
soon enough.

While traffic was slow and snarled on U.S. 1, 
Key West’s Duval Street was packed on New 
Year’s Eve and for much of the holiday week. 
LARRY BLACKBURN/Keys Weekly

Traffic Snake Creek Bridge: A line of traffic 
slowly moves south over Snake Creek Bridge in 
Islamorada after Christmas. DAVID GROSS/Keys 
Weekly 
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Covering All The Keys From Key Largo To Key West
 

 
Upper Keys Weekly
91760 O/S Hwy, Ste 3
Tavernier, FL 33070

305.363.2957

Key West Weekly
5450 MacDonald Ave, Ste 5

Key West, FL 33040
305.453.6928

Marathon Weekly
9709 O/S Hwy

Marathon, FL 33050
305.743.0844

 

305.295.6683 | 1.877.344.6683 | WWW.DRNMOVING.COM

RUNNING OUT 
OF SPACE?

FLORIDA KEYS PROFESSIONAL MOVERS

CONTACT US TO DETERMINE 
YOUR INDIVIDUAL STORAGE NEEDS

305.295.6683

WE MOVE 
YOU RELAX
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COME WORSHIP 
WITH US 

ENGLISH SERVICE
Sunday Bible Study 10am (on site)
Service 11am (on site) & Service 6pm (on site)
Wednesday Bible Study 7:30pm (on site)

KREYOL SEVIS
Dimanch Klas Biblik 7:30pm (on site)
Adorasyon 8:30 pm (on site)
Vandredi Klas Biblik 7:30pm (on site)

Minister/Minis Rodrigue Aleandre Cell 305.296.3331

SERVICIO ESPAÑOL
Servicio de adoración dominical a las 4:30pm (en el sitio)
Estudio bíblico del jueves a las 7p.m. (en el sitio)

Ministro Pedro Ruiz Celda 347.430.2263

‘‘The churches of Christ greet you.’’ Romans 16:16 NKJV

1700 VON PHISTER ST, KEY WEST

‘‘Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel, And his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: 
‘Iam the First and I am the Last; Besides Me there is no God’’’  

‒ Isaiah 44:6 NKJV

Key West’s iconic Southernmost Point monument gained 
global attention on New Year’s Day, when two men set 
fire to a Christmas tree at the base of the landmark. 
They reportedly took photos while the fire spread to 

the concrete monument and significantly scorched its paint job. 
The whole incident was captured by a webcam that constantly 
records activity at the landmark.

Key West Police detectives quickly identified the suspects, 
and as of Tuesday, Jan. 4, were just awaiting the required signa-
tures on an arrest warrant, city spokeswoman Alyson Crean told 
the Keys Weekly.

City employees quickly began repairing and repainting the 
island’s most-photographed location that marks the Southern-
most Point in the continen-
tal United States and the 
closest point to Cuba — 
well, the closest point that 
civilians can access, as the 
island’s true southernmost 
point is located on restrict-
ed military property.

The 12-foot concrete 
monument is painted to 
look like a giant buoy. It has 
stood at the corner of South 
and Whitehead streets since 
1983 and draws thousands 
of camera-toting tourists 
each year.

“Workers are scheduled 
to put the finishing touches 
on the landmark and unveil 
its repairs at 8 p.m. Thurs-
day, Jan. 6,” Crean said.

SCORCHING THE 
SOUTHERNMOST POINT

LANDMARK REPAIRS NEARLY COMPLETE 
FOLLOWING PRE-DAWN ARSON

MANDY MILES
mandy@keysweekly.com

Two white men are seen on a webcam setting fire to a Christmas tree 
at the base of the Southernmost Point landmark shortly after 3 a.m. on 
New Year’s Day. Courtesy of Two Oceans Digital

A pre-dawn fire deliberately set 
by two suspects in the first hours 
of 2022 quickly spread from a 
Christmas tree to Key West’s iconic 
Southernmost Point, causing sig-
nificant damage to one of the most 
photographed spots in the country. 
Courtesy of Two Oceans Digital
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ARE YOU SICK? 
STAY HOME

To Florida Keys residents and visitors:
 2021 was a challenging year. With 

all the tribulations Monroe County has 
endured, our commissioners and staff 
have continued the forward press to 
enhance our citizens’, business own-
ers’ and visitors’ quality of life. There 
is nothing more important to us than 
the health, safety and well-being of our 
residents and guests as we spent the 
last two years learning how to adapt. I 
am honored to have served as Monroe 
County administrator for the past 15 
years, and I am proud of our residents, 
commissioners, and 579 county em-
ployees.

Emergency Management con-
tinues its COVID-19 partnership with 
the Florida Department of Health in 
Monroe County, community partners 
and the Keys municipalities, while acti-
vating for two tropical storms in 2021. 
Our Information Technology depart-
ment is diligently automating services 
for residents, including the new per-
mitting system that will go live in 2022. 
Engineering and Roads was busy with 
bridge projects on Duck Key, significant 
road improvements in Key West, and 
road elevation projects throughout the 
county. Solid Waste supported on-site 
collection on Duck Key to accommo-
date bridge closures, while Monroe 
County saw an increase in all areas of 
debris management.

The Office of Sustainability and our 
County Commission continue to lead 
the country in climate change and sea-
level rise adaptation conversations. 
The county is committed to continuing 
the Roads Vulnerability Analysis and 
Capital Plan for county-maintained 
roads. Canal restoration efforts are 
also in full force. Our Strategic Plan-
ning staff hosted town halls to gather 
new community feedback and reaf-
firmed safety on U.S. 1 as a number-
one priority. And, unincorporated 
Monroe County received one of the 
best ratings in the country for coastal 
communities in the Community Rat-
ing System, saving Florida Keys flood 
insurance policyholders millions of 
dollars annually.

Our Facilities Maintenance team 
strives to maintain the highest clean-
ing standards at county-maintained 
properties and buildings, and with 
the hiring of a director for the newly 
created Parks and Beaches division, 
Monroe County’s open spaces will con-
tinue to thrive. Project Management 
employees completed capital projects 
at the Marathon library and Cudjoe 
Key fire station, and the new Planta-
tion Key Courthouse will open in early 
2022. Key West International Airport 
hosts six airlines offering 21 nonstop 

destinations and hub airport connec-
tions. In 2021, the airport served more 
than 1 million passengers, the most it's 
ever seen.

Legislatively, the county secured 
$26 million from the state, most of that 
in Florida Keys Stewardship funding 
– the most we have ever seen – while 
continuing to push for the funding to 
be placed in the annually allocated 
Land Acquisition Trust Fund. Our 
Budget and Finance department advo-
cated for reimbursements of COVID-19 
and storm-related expenses while pro-
ducing and administering the $457.3 
million budget for fiscal year 2022.

Monroe County Fire Rescue and 
Trauma Star provided a record num-
ber of lifesaving services and flights 
to the mainland with no out-of-pocket 
costs for residents. Fire Rescue gradu-
ated its fourth “Hot Shots” class, waiv-
ing tuition fees for residents at its fire 
training academy, and secured funding 
to hire new firefighters. Social Services, 
Veterans Affairs, and Guardian ad 
Litem advocated for our most vulner-
able residents. And, the Extension 
Service guided residents in gardening, 
sustainability and other vital Florida 
Keys resources.

Planning and Environmental 
developed new ROGO (develop-
ment) criteria and re-implemented 
mobile marine sewage pump-outs 
to protect our marine environment. 
Code Compliance focused on illegal 
vacation rentals, unsafe structure 
abatement and illegal clearing of our 
critical habitat. Fleet personnel contin-
ued maintenance of county vehicles. 
Employee Services worked with local 
hospitals to ensure employees and 
locally insured residents had access 
to in-network emergency room care. 
The County Attorney’s office reviewed 
1,306 documents, including 44 or-
dinances and 490 resolutions. The 
county’s five libraries were awarded a 
$1 million grant to update technology. 
The library system also had its biggest 
year on record, reaching over 64,000 
e-circulations by the end of 2021.

Monroe County is committed to 
creating a better life every day for 
everyone in the Florida Keys. In 2022, 
Monroe County will continue to have 
open and courageous communication 
with our community. We will be here 
for you. This is a community we can all 
be proud of, and we will continue to 
strive to make our island home a safe 
and enjoyable place to live, work and 
play.

Cheers in paradise,
Roman Gastesi
Monroe County Administrator

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

COUNTY LEADER LOOKS BACK 
ON 2021 AND FORWARD TO 2022

The Florida Department 
of Health in Monroe 
County urges all who 
are sick to stay home 

to prevent infectious diseases, 
especially COVID-19, from 
spreading.  

“The infection rate of 
COVID-19 in Monroe County is 
high,” said Dr. Mark Whiteside, 
medical director for the health 
department. “By continuing to 
be around others while know-
ingly sick, you can be exposing 
not only your friends, family 
and co-workers, but also their 
families. Stay home to cut off 
the transmission of COVID-19.” 

“One in three people 
getting tested in our county 
for COVID-19 is coming out 
positive,” said Bob Eadie, health 
officer and administrator. “The 
best way to prevent anyone 
from getting infected in the first 
place is to follow basic public 
health principles. Masking 
when around others, covering 
your cough or sneeze, washing 
your hands, and social distanc-
ing, even when vaccinated, are 
key to slowing the spread of 
this virus.”

If you have not yet been 
vaccinated or received your 
booster shot, do so as soon 

as possible to prevent serious 
infection, hospitalization and 
death.

If you test positive for 
COVID-19, regardless of vac-
cination status, stay home.  
Monitor symptoms and stay in 
touch with your doctor. If you 
are having trouble breathing 
or have chest pain, go to your 
local emergency room as soon 
as possible.  

If you were exposed to 
someone who tested positive 
for COVID-19 and have not yet 
received a booster shot or are 
unvaccinated, stay home. Test-
ing should be done if symp-
tomatic or as recommended by 
a healthcare provider.

Employers are encouraged 
to adopt infection prevention 
and control strategies and poli-
cies to keep employees from 
getting sick and spreading it to 
others. 

For more information visit 
http://Monroe.flhealth.gov/co-
vid19 or email MonroeCOVID@
flhealth.gov. Additional guid-
ance from the CDC is avail-
able at https://www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-
are-sick/quarantine-isolation-
background.html

                     — Contributed

HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
FIGHTS COVID SPREAD

The county health department recommends masks, vaccines, social dis-
tancing and hand-washing, and wants sick people to stay home to fight 
the spread of COVID-19. CONTRIBUTED
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DEREK EPPERLY, P.A.
PRINCIPAL BROKER
Derek@KeysAtlanticRealty.com
KeyWestRealEstate.info

305-923-4833

THE SERVICE 
YOU DESERVE

FOR ALL OF YOUR RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE NEEDS

THE LARGEST & MOST TRUSTED 
PROFESSIONALLY CONDUCTED ESTATE & 

MOVING SALES IN THE FLORIDA KEYS

SINCE 1997

SusiesKeyWestEstateSales.net

 
    

           We LOVE what we do

it shows in our work!
                                   − Susie

JANUARY 21-23
HAWKS CAY RESORT
DUCK KEY, FLORIDA

FRIDAY 1PM-5:30PM
SATURDAY 10AM-5:30PM
SUNDAY 10AM-3PM

FLORIDA KEYS PREMIER BOAT SHOW

ISLANDBOATSHOW.COM

PRESENTED BY

OPEN DAILY 11:30A - TILL AT LEAST 10:30P
504 ANGELA ST | KEY WEST | 786.847.3300
LOCATED BEHIND AQUA NIGHTCLUB

A MUST TRY WHEN 
VISITING KEY WEST
FUN & FRIENDLY ATMOSPHERE

TIME 
TO 
GET   ‘POKÉD’
OUTDOOR DINING | FULL LIQUOR BAR & CRAFT SAKES

1029 SOUTHARD (CORNER OF FRANCES) | WWW.CAFESOLE.COM

20% OFF FOR LOCALS
DAILY 5-6:30P WITH LOCAL ID

RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED 
305.294.0230 | OPEN DAILY 5-10PM

INDOOR & 
OUTDOOR 

DINING

FRENCH
CARIBBEAN
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STARTING STARTING 
FRESH INFRESH IN

20222022

KEY WEST ROCKS AS SUSHI DROPS

A pirate wench and a posh drag queen, 
a conch shell, a vintage PanAm flight 
attendant and a giant Key lime wedge 
all dropped into 2022 on New Year’s 

Eve in Key West.
Duval Street featured parties at all sorts of 

venues, including Sloppy Joe’s Bar and Bourbon 
Street Pub, where the legendary female imper-
sonator Sushi descended from a second-floor 
balcony in a red high-heeled shoe.

In the hours leading up to midnight, several 
other performers entertained the masses on a 
stage erected on Duval Street.

Upon landing safely, Sushi welcomed the 
crowd to 2022 while wearing an incredible 
gown of her creation that took the gifted seam-
stress and costume designer about 60 hours to 
create, Sushi told the Keys Weekly. 

                                               — Mandy Miles

Photos by LARRY BLACKBURN/Keys Weekly 

1. Confetti and party people surround female 
impersonator Holly Dae as she performs in front 
of Bourbon Street Pub.

2. Revelers pack the 700 block of Duval Street — 
and several other blocks — for Key West’s famed 
New Year’s Eve celebrations. 

3. The guys and gals from Bourbon Street Pub 
and 801 Bar ring in 2022 on Duval Street.

4. Hats off to 2022.

5. Sushi regales the crowd in a gown she made 
by hand. 

1

2

3

4

5
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THANK 
YOU JANUARY 2021 

733 Trinidad Lane $1.725m 
Caroline represented the buyers

FEBRUARY 2021 
16805 Tamarind Rd. $1.650m. 
Caroline represented the sellers

MARCH 2021 
40 Merganser $380k 
Caroline represented the buyer

5030 5th Ave $345,950
Caroline represented the buyer

APRIL 2021 
1211 Watson $830k
Caroline represented the sellers

MAY 2021 
620 Thomas #288 $630k 
Caroline represented the buyers

CAROLINE STOVER SICKMEN
REALTOR
305.407.6790 • CAROLINEKEYWEST@GMAIL.COM

Key West Luxury Real Estate Inc.
www.instagram.com/your.keywest.home
www.facebook.com/CarolineKeyWestRealtor

FOR YOUR BUSINESS 
& TRUST IN 2021!

JUNE 2021 
1124 Eaton St. $740k 
Caroline represented the buyer

1103 Thomas St. $900K
Caroline represented the buyer

OCTOBER 2021 
1707 Bertha St. $650k 
Caroline represented the sellers

1701 Jamaica Ln. $1.4 mil 
Caroline represented the sellers

NOVEMEBER 2021 
1518 5th St. $700k
Caroline represented the sellers

29857 Tropical Trader Rd. $549k 
Caroline represented the sellers

DECEMBER 2021 
624 Mickens $1.3 mil 
under contract in December 
Caroline represented the sellers
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JANUARY EXHIBITIONS 
ON VIEW JAN 6-27, 2022

533 EATON ST
305-296-0458
WWW.TSKW.ORG

Featuring exhibitions by Mark Hedden, 
Nicholas Hill, Christopher Santoro and 

Ann Labriola
Visit tskw.org for more info on gallery hours and 

opening reception times.

THE STUDIOS OF KEY WEST presentsTHE STUDIOS OF KEY WEST presents  
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE’SWILLIAM SHAKESPEARE’S

JANUARY 19-22 & 26-29, 2022 at 5:30PM 
@PuckOnTheRoof

AN ENCHANTED COMEDY 
OF LOVE & SEX IN FAIRYLAND

Join us at twilight for a magical performance
on Hugh’s View, the rooftop deck at The Studios!

Puppets 
& Creatures 

by JEFF 
GOLTZ

Reimagined 
& Directed 

by RICHARD 
ERICSON

MARK 
HEDDEN
SOUTH OF 
SOUTHERNMOST

UNDER CONTRACT

PAUL HAYES
PRINCIPAL BROKER 
O�ce: 305.294.8433
Cell: 305.587.6767
paul@kwreal.com

1025 Simonton St | Key West | MLS # 598624
Modern newer built 3bed/3bath townhome in Old Town Key West! 
Open concept design flows seamlessly to the living and dining 
areas, with modern furnishing & accents. Nicely equipped kitchen, 
washer & dryer, high ceilings and natural light throughout. One 
assigned parking space in garage, community pool & beautifully 
landscaped grounds. O ered turnkey. $1,399,000 

SHAD KNAPP
REALTOR® 

O�ce: 305.294.8433
Cell: 603.715.4698

shadknapp@gmail.com

321 E Avenue E | Big Coppitt | MLS # 598368
Renovated duplex is occupied by one family, never rented. 
Central AC, metal roof, attractive kitchen cabinets, tile floors, 
Corian countertops, washer and dryer in each unit. Each side 
has a large open porch with wood finished ceiling. Fenced, 
o  street parking. Double lot includes 73.5 square feet fenced, 
24.5 square feet protected area. $769,000

PENDING

DARLENE THOMAS
REALTOR® 

O�ce: 305.294.8433
Cell: 305.304.1043

darlenekw@aol.com
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PLANS INCLUDE 
RENTALS AND 
OWNERSHIP 
AT TRUMAN 
WATERFRONT

It’s finally happening. After 20 years of 
discussion and debate, Key West is closer 
than it’s ever been to building affordable 
housing on the final 3.2 acres of Truman 

Waterfront. 
City officials selected a joint-venture 

group called The Lofts at Bahama Village to 
build the housing that will combine rental 
units and ownership units.

The housing group includes developer 
Vestcor, the Smith Hawks law firm and AH 
Monroe, which has built several success-
ful affordable housing communities in Key 
West, including Poinciana Royale on Duck 
Avenue and Marty’s Place on Bertha Street.

The Lofts at Bahama Village has created 
architectural renderings of the new neigh-
borhood. It’s  identifying various funding 
streams for the project and creating an 
interactive website for 

residents to file the needed paperwork 
and apply for one of the units.

But wait…
Before any dirt gets moved, before any 

foundation is laid, any structure is built and 
before anyone moves into a brand new 
home, the voters of Key West must take one 
essential step and vote “Yes” in a Jan. 18 
referendum.

The only question on the ballot asks Key 
West voters to authorize a 99-year lease of 
the 3.2 acres to the housing group. The city 
charter requires voter approval for any lease 
of city-owned property longer than 20 years.

“In order to apply for subsidized housing 
funds from grants and the government, we 
need to have control of the land for at least 
50 years for rental units, and 99 years for 
home ownership affordable housing,” said 
Scott Pridgen, executive director of AH Mon-
roe, who has steered Marty’s Place and Poin-
ciana Royale through the affordable housing 
funding gauntlet that involves government 
money, grants and private investment. 

“With a vote of ‘Yes’ in the referen-
dum, we can apply for the funding and get 
started,” he said. “If the referendum doesn’t 
pass, we can’t even apply and the housing 
doesn’t happen. To me, it’s a no-brainer, and 
our group, The Lofts at Bahama Village, is 
working hard to answer questions, alleviate 
concerns and head off any naysayers before 
they vote.”

How many units and where?
The proposal from The Lofts group 

includes 126 total units — 98 one- to three-
bedroom rental apartments, and 28 two- 
and three-bedroom affordable home owner-
ship units, Pridgen said.

“But the number of rental units will likely 
decrease as the project proceeds through all 
the needed committee approvals, such as 
from HARC and the Planning Board,” Pridgen 
said. “The 126 is the maximum. If anything 
has to be reduced, it will be the number 
of rental units, not the ownership units, 
because we’ve heard how important that 
opportunity is to residents. We could even 
convert some rentals to ownership based on 
the community’s needs and the number of 
people who qualify for the mortgages. But 
we do have to have a minimum of 75 rental 
units in order to compete for state funds.”

Pridgen emphasized that such details — 
rental vs. owned units and the total number 
of units — cannot be determined until the 
referendum passes.

“Once that passes, we can launch our 
interactive website to see how many people 
qualify for rentals and mortgages and how 
many units to build in each income cat-
egory.”

Pridgen said The Lofts proposal accom-
modates local households that earn 60%, 
80%, 100% and 120% of the Area Median 
Income (AMI), which is the middle income in 
a given region. Monroe County’s current AMI 
is $84,400. 

So a two-person household that earns 
up to $48,850 per year is at 60% of AMI 
and considered very-low income. The same 
household that earns $65,100 per year is at 
80% AMI, or low-income. A two-person fam-
ily earning $84,400 is at 100% AMI and classi-
fied as median-income. Two-person house-
holds earning up to $97,650 are at 120% of 
AMI and considered moderate income.

Once the community’s income levels are 
evaluated, The Lofts group will determine 
the final breakdown of rental and owned 
units.

Who can apply for the housing?
Federal rules prohibit housing discrimi-

nation, but they do allow people who live in 
a particular census area that’s struggling or 
marginalized to be prioritized on a waiting 
list, Pridgen said.

Current residents of Bahama Village will 
be in the first priority on the waitlist. 

“Once we determine how many of those 
applicants are eligible for the housing, if we 
still have units left, we’ll open it to families 
living in Key West. The third priority group 
is singles in Key West and the fourth priority 
group will open applications to anyone living 
in Monroe County. But they still must qualify 
under the income guidelines.

All applications will be handled through 
the coming interactive website, he empha-
sized.

People who are currently on a waiting 
list with the housing authority will not get 
priority and must file a new application with 
The Lofts at Bahama Village,’ Pridgen said.

Next week, Scott Pridgen will answer more 
questions about the housing plans for Truman 
Waterfront.

MANDY MILES
mandy@keysweekly.com

The joint-venture group known as The Lofts at Bahama Village is planning to build a combination 
of these rental and owned homes at Truman Waterfront. CONTRIBUTED

HOUSING HINGES 
ON JAN. 18 VOTE
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WASTED 
RESOURCES

2 DEPUTIES CLEARED IN FIGHT

SALVATION ARMY DEALS 
WITH DONATION MESS

Add this one to the “no 
good deed goes un-
punished” category. 

The Salvation 
Army staff in Key West re-
turned to its Flagler Avenue 
thrift store after the New Year 
holiday to find clothes and 
other household items strewn 
across its rear parking lot.

Donors left the items in 
the parking lot and scavenging 
residents helped themselves 
while turning the property lot 
into a dump site.

“When we are closed and 
people donate, other people 

MANDY MILES
mandy@keysweekly.com

MANDY MILES
mandy@keysweekly.com

The Salvation Army in Key West is asking people not to drop off dona-
tions when the thrift store is closed. The resulting mess, as people help 
themselves in the rear parking lot, forces the organization to throw out 
anything that was on the ground. CONTRIBUTED

come and go through every-
thing and take what they want 
and leave us this mess,” said 
Susan VanDePutte, administra-
tive assistant at the organiza-
tion. “Would you be able to put 
something in the Keys Weekly 
asking people to only donate 
when we are open? We are 
the largest recycler of clothing 
and household goods in the 
Keys, and when people spread 
it all over the ground we must 
throw it away. It’s a heartbreak-
ing waste.”

The Salvation Army, 1924 
Flagler Ave., is open 9:30 a.m. 
to 4:45 p.m. every day but 
Sunday.

STATE ATTORNEY’S OFFICE DROPS 
CHARGES AGAINST PIKE AND CURRY

The State Attorney’s Office has 
dropped all charges against two 
Monroe County Sheriff’s Office 
deputies who were arrested by 

Key West police following a Dec. 18 fight 
on Duval Street with three visiting Navy 
sailors.

Assistant State Attorney Val Winter 
on Jan. 3 filed “Memorandums of No Ac-
tion” on behalf of Connor Curry, 23, and 
Trevor Pike, 25.

Pike had been facing a misdemeanor 
disorderly conduct charge and a felony 
battery charge for punching a Navy sailor 
in the face and knocking him out. That 
sailor was airlifted to a Miami hospital, 
but has since been released “and is doing 
fine,” Sheriff Rick Ramsay told the Keys 
Weekly on Jan. 3.

Curry was facing a misdemeanor 
disorderly conduct charge.

In dismissing Pike’s case, Winter 
wrote, “The State of Florida hereby 
declines to file charges in this case and 
therefore enters this ‘no action’ for 
one or more of the following reason(s): 
Defendant’s actions were justified under 
the circumstances to defend himself as 
demonstrated by video evidence from a 
bystander witness, which was offered to 
law enforcement, but was not viewed or 
collected prior to arrest.”

In dismissing Curry’s misdemeanor 
charge, Winter wrote, “The State of 
Florida hereby declines to file charges in 
this case and therefore enters this ‘no 
action’ for one or more of the following 
reason(s): Defendant did not engage in 
any conduct which was criminal or unjus-
tified as demonstrated by video evidence 
from a bystander witness which was 
offered to law  enforcement, but was not 
viewed or collected prior to arrest.”

In response to the State Attorney’s 
action, Ramsay told the Keys Weekly, “My 
deputies have been vindicated and my 
assessment of the situation has been 
validated.”

Curry and PIke are back on patrol 
with MCSO, but initially had been placed 
on unpaid leave by the sheriff’s office 
pending the criminal investigation and an 
internal affairs investigation.

But after reviewing cell phone video 
recorded by independent witnesses — 
six women who were downtown for a 
birthday party — Ramsay told the Keys 
Weekly, “I believe the criminal charges 
against my deputies are unjust. And 
I’ve asked Key West Police Chief Sean 
Bradenburg and State Attorney Dennis 
Ward to review the videos before pro-
ceeding with criminal charges. The video 

shows my deputies were defending 
themselves, and the Navy sailors were 
the aggressors in the fight.”

Ramsay questioned the actions of 
Key West police supervisor Sgt. Alex 
Rodriguez, who was called to the scene 
after the fight “because policy dictates 
that an incident involving law enforce-
ment officers requires a supervisor to 
be present.”

Ramsay said the women who were 
downtown repeatedly offered Key West 
police their cell phone video that shows 
the entire incident between the two 
off-duty deputies and three visiting Navy 
personnel.

‘The Key West police officers had 
body-cam footage, and there were in-
dependent witnesses who kept pointing 
to the Navy sailors as the aggressor,” 
Ramsay said.

“The video clearly shows a Navy 
sailor in a white shirt charging one of 
the deputies. He swings and hits him in 
the upper cheek. My deputy grabbed 
him and took him to the ground while 
the other deputy stood by and did not 
engage.

“Then the other sailors come 
into the fight and charge the deputy,” 
Ramsay told the Keys Weekly. “As soon 
as my deputy hit one of the Navy guys, 
who immediately fell to the ground, my 
deputy stepped back and did nothing 
more than defend himself.

“Early on, the first Key West police 
officer on the scene believed the depu-
ties were a victim and a witness, and the 
Navy personnel were the suspects,” Ram-
say said, adding that the women with the 
video told Key West Police they had seen 
and recorded the whole scenario.

“The police told the woman to stand 
across the street and wait. They waited 
10 or 15 minutes and then Key West 
police said, ‘Nah, I don’t need to see the 
video.’”

“When the women saw on the news 
the next day that the deputies were fac-
ing charges, they emailed the sheriff’s 
office with their statements, contact info 
and the video they recorded. They also 
sent their video to a Fox News TV affili-
ate,” Ramsay said, adding that he had 
expressed his concern to Brandenburg.

“I asked Chief Brandenburg to 
review the videos and draw his own 
conclusions. I asked the same thing of 
our state attorney, not to do my guys a 
favor, but to ensure we know who the 
aggressors are.”

Brandenburg told the Keys Weekly 
on Dec. 22 that he was still reviewing 
the footage. He declined to comment on 
Jan. 5 with regard to the charges being 
dropped. 
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NANCY CALLIHAN
UNITY OF THE KEYS SPIRITUAL CENTER

WANT 
TO HELP 

OUR KEYS 
COMMUNITY? 

FIND OUT 
HOW AT 

CFFK.ORG

IN PARADISE 
FOR GOOD

VOLUNTEER 
OF THE WEEK

NOW 
IS THE 
TIME 

TO POWER 
YOUR 

BUSINESS 
WITH 

BROADWAVE 

CALL OR EMAIL TODAY: 
305.767.1467 - INFO@BROADWAVE.COM

WWW.BROADWAVE.COM 

INTERNET | WIFI | PHONES | CAMERAS
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Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis’ 
proposed $99.7 billion budget 
seeks to invest more in the 
environment, raise pay for law 

enforcement and teachers and fully 
fund programs for affordable hous-
ing.

Legislators in the state House 
and Senate will convene for their first 
day of session in Tallahassee on Tues-
day, Jan. 11. Adoption of a budget for 
the upcoming fiscal year, which be-
gins July 1, is among the tasks for the 
legislature before the 60-day session 
concludes on March 11. 

DeSantis presented his “Freedom 
First” budget to the legislature and 
Senate President Wilton Simpson and 
House Speaker Chris Sprowls last 
month. The governor said his fourth 
budget highlights Florida’s resiliency 
and strength, while showing commit-
ment to fight for Florida’s families, 
freedoms and future. 

“In Florida, we have put freedom 
first – protecting Floridians’ freedom 
to earn a living, to operate businesses 
and to choose educational options 
tailored for their children,” DeSantis 
said. “As a result of our commit-
ment to freedom, Florida’s economy 
continues to thrive and Floridians 
are better able to provide for their 
families. I am proud to announce my 
budget proposals that will build on 
our foundation of freedom by invest-
ing in priorities that matter to our 
residents.”

Throughout his time in office, 
DeSantis has made Everglades 
restoration a priority with hundreds 
of millions invested in projects. That 
commitment continues in his budget 
proposal, with $372 million for the 
Comprehensive Everglades Restora-
tion Plan. CERP is a framework for 
restoring, protecting and preserv-
ing the Everglades ecosystem. The 
plan is a 50-50 partnership between 
Florida and the federal government. 
The state and the South Florida 
Water Management District (SFWMD) 
have invested around $2.3 billion in 
CERP-related land acquisition, project 
design and construction. 

To help send more water south, 
DeSantis’ budget includes $69 million 
for the Everglades Agricultural Area 
(EAA) Reservoir. The project includes 
a treatment wetland that will clean 
water and a reservoir that will store 

‘FREEDOM FIRST’
GOVERNOR’S BUDGET 
SEEKS INVESTMENT IN 
TEACHERS, OFFICERS 
AND ENVIRONMENT

JIM McCARTHY
jim@keysweekly.com

excess water from Lake Okeechobee. 
The project, which DeSantis signed 
an executive order to expedite during 
his early days in office, is a joint effort 
between the SFWMD and U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers. The state began 
construction on its component of the 
project, the stormwater treatment 
area, in 2020. In April, the SFWMD 
governing board approved an agree-
ment with the Army Corps that keeps 
them on track to construct the reser-
voir component. 

On the education side, DeSantis 
is proposing $600 million in funding 
to continue elevating K-12 teacher 
salaries across the state to a mini-
mum of $47,500. In 2020, DeSantis 
asked lawmakers for $900 million for 
teacher pay increases and bonuses. 
The COVID-19 pandemic affected rev-
enues, however, bringing lawmakers 
to agree on $500 million for teacher 
pay increases. 

DeSantis’ budget proposes $23.9 
billion in state funding for the K-12 
public school system, which cov-
ers costs associated with current 
projected enrollment of 2.98 million 
students in the state. Around $1.4 
billion is being proposed for early 
child education, including more than 
$406 million for voluntary pre-kinder-
garten. 

Pay increases for law enforce-
ment are also proposed within the 
governor’s budget. In total, DeSantis 
is recommending $75.4 million to 
increase the base rate of pay for over 
4,500 state sworn law enforcement 
officers. Entry-level officers would see 
a 20% increase in their pay, bringing 
the average filled position base rate 
to $61,200. Non-entry level officers 
would receive a 25% increase. 

In addition, DeSantis is proposing 
$1 million to establish the Out-of-
State Law Enforcement Equivalency 
Reimbursement to help cover costs 
for officers moving to Florida. 

As for affordable housing, the 
governor’s budget proposes to pro-
vide $355.5 million to fully fund the 
Sadowski Affordable Housing Trust 
Funds. Historically, the pot of money 
was used to fund other initiatives 
or projects that weren’t related to 
affordable housing. The legislature 
came to an agreement last year that 
funds wouldn’t be swept for other 
causes. 

The Sadowski Fund was created 
in 1992 to provide funding to the 
State Apartment Incentive Loan (SAIL) 
program and the State Housing In-
centives Partnership (SHIP) program. 
The governor’s budget proposes $95 
million for SAIL and $220.5 million for 
SHIP. 

KEY WEST SEAFOOD FESTIVAL 
POSTPONED UNTIL APRIL

The 16th Annual Florida Keys Seafood Fes-
tival has been postponed until Saturday, April 2 
from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. and Sunday, April 3  from 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Bayview Park in Key West. 
The event was scheduled for Jan. 15 and 16, but 
COVID concerns prompted the change. 

There is a $10 admission charge per person 
for adults, good for both days, which enters that 
person into a raffle for $250 worth of seafood. 
Children under 12 are admitted free. Proceeds 
benefit sustainable fisheries management 
programs and youth scholarships. The festival is 
presented by the Florida Keys Commercial Fisher-
men’s Association.

RED BARN THEATRE RESCHEDULES 
PLAY’S OPENING NIGHT  

Key West’s Red Barn Theatre has rescheduled 
opening night for the pandemic-

delayed first show of its 42nd season.
“Cats Talk Back,” a critically-acclaimed mock-

docu-comedy, will open a three-week run on 
Monday, Jan. 10. Tickets are now available for all 
performances through Jan. 29. The play will be 
presented outdoors under the stars in the Red 
Barn’s courtyard. All curtains are at 8 pm.

“You can’t imagine how much we want to 
bring you our production of ‘Cats Talk Back,’” 
said Director Joy Hawkins. “We regret our original 
opening had to be postponed, but this virus is 
unpredictable, to say the least. But every precau-
tion is being taken to keep everyone safe and 
healthy.”

LOWER KEYS CHAMBER
HOSTS NAUTICAL EXPO

The Lower Keys Chamber of Commerce 
presents its 18th annual Nautical Expo on Satur-
day and Sunday, Jan. 15 and 16 on the chamber 
grounds, 31020 Overseas Hwy., Big Pine.

The event features scores of vendors selling 
new and used boating, fishing, diving gear, nauti-
cal art, home decor, clothing, jewelry and food.

Visit lowerkeyschamber.com for more infor-
mation or to rent a vendor booth.

BRIEFLY
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AT  A & B  M A R I N A  C O M P L E X   •   7 0 0  F R O N T  S T R E E T ,  K E Y  W E S T

Visit our newest addition • Coastal Italian Fine Dining

DRAFT BEER,  WINE,  STRAIGHT pour 

well cocktails,  and $10 food specials

OPEN Daily:  11am-8pm

OPEN Daily 
11am-10pm
Happy Hour 
6PM-8pm

LIVE MUSIC DAILY 
1PM - 3pm AND 6pm-9pm

Weekely Fresh BBQ Menu with choice of protein, two sides & fresh bread

SUNDAY
BRUNCH: 

8AM-1pm
Unlimited small plates & 

bottomless mimosas & 

bloody marys

Breakfast 
Daily,  8AM-11:30am 

Happy Hour 
NIGHTLY,  5PM-7pm 

small plates & drink specials

Dinner 
NIGHTLY,  6PM-9pm

TUESDAY’S BRINGING BBQ BACKTUESDAY’S BRINGING BBQ BACKTUESDAY’S BRINGING BBQ BACK

PERRYKEYWEST.COM • 305.296.1717 
7001 Shrimp RD. • Key West, FL 33040

Happy Hour:  4-6pm

our new menu is now live!

Works Available on Approval & Concierge Services from Key West to Key Largo
The Gallery on Greene   |   606 Greene Street   |   Key West, Florida

galleryongreene.com   |   305-304-2323

Ballast Key, now re-named 
Wolkowsky Key after its former 
owner David Wolkowsky, has had 
a rich history of creative visitors in 
fi lm, literature, and fi ne art, including 
Tennessee Williams, Truman Capote, 
Jimmy Buffett, Gloria Estefan and 
others. The island, located nine 
miles west of Key West, is now 
under the stewardship of The Nature 
Conservancy, and is deeded to 
the United States Fish and Wildlife 
Service.  The main house and guest 
house remain much the same as 
during the heyday of David’s celebrity 
entertainments.

A recent week-end visit to the now tranquil refuge by Peter inspired a series of pieces. His 
amazing ability to absorb and translate his visual surroundings are evident in these works.

Peter Vey

Dog Beach, 48 x 36, Oil on Linen
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FLORIDA KEYS TABLE
The Florida Keys boast some of the most 

iconic eateries and bars in the world. 
Creative culinary minds elevate lo-

cal seafood to new levels and celebrate 
contemporary fusion, Cuban, Caribbean, 
Asian, French and other international influenc-
es. Our chain of islands is one of the world’s 
top food and drink destinations. 

 But our magnetic appeal goes beyond the 

menu. The skilled professionals who define 
our local hospitality industry do much more 
than mix creative cocktails and serve delicious 
meals. These hard-working men and women 
are ambassadors, social directors, travel advi-
sors and unlicensed — but often effective — 
therapists. 

To celebrate our unique culinary culture, 
Keys Weekly brings you this bi-weekly feature 

to highlight the food, libations and local per-
sonalities that define our “must-try” destina-
tions across the Florida Keys. 

Whether you’re a first-time visitor or a 
fifth-generation local, your options are endless. 
Indulge in something new or revisit a familiar 
favorite. And above all, support the local own-
ers and loyal employees who are vital to our 
Keys communities.

TOMAHAWK RIBEYE SPECIAL
Florida Keys Steak & Lobster House, Marathon

For a decadent treat on a special occasion, treat yourself to the Toma-
hawk experience, said Justin Ahearn, general manager of the Florida Keys 
Steak & Lobster House. “We handcut the tomahawks ourselves, fresh off the 
rack every day. We pair it with a Florida lobster tail, shrimp and jumbo North 
Atlantic sea scallops, which we proudly receive daily to ensure quality.” LORELEI SUNSET

Lorelei Restaurant & Cabana Bar
Islamorada 

A refreshing drink to enjoy while din-
ing along the water or enjoying a sunset in 
Islamorada. Lorelei Restaurant & Cabana 
Bar serves the house cocktail known as the 
Lorelei Sunset. It’s made with their very own 
flavored vodka from Islamorada Distillery. 

For more, visit our Keys Table Magazines online at keysweekly.com/table. 
Our Florida Keys Table Magazines are published nine times a year in the Upper Keys, 
Marathon and Key West. For more information email: Stephanie@keysweekly.com.

FOOD, DRINKS & PEOPLE

PAUL “CUZZY” BARCUS
Poké in the Rear, Key West

Paul “Cuzzy” Barcus is a talented, 18-year 
veteran of Key West restaurants. He worked 
as sous chef and in other leadership posi-
tions at Blue Heaven, Ocean Key Resort and 
Santiago’s Bodega before becoming a part-
ner in Poké in the Rear with Grant Portier 
and Jenn Stefanacci-Portier.

Barcus recently introduced Cuzzy’s Flat-
bread, shown on the right, featuring fresh 
tuna poké on grilled flatbread atop seaweed 
salad, hoisin and sriracha aioli. On the left 
is Poké’s best-selling poké bowl, Elle’s Poké 
on Fire, a spicy combination of fresh tuna or 
salmon, rice, vegetables, edamame and sea-
weed salad, topped with crispy fried onions.

Poké in the Rear is located at 504 Angela 
St., Key West, and is also accessible from Du-
val Street via Aqua Nightclub, 711 Duval St. 
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WHAT TO DO 
 THIS WEEKMainstreaming 

WATCH | COBRA KAI 
SEASON 4
Set more than 30 years after the 
events of the original “Karate 
Kid” film, Netflix’s drama-come-
dy hybrid enters its fourth sea-
son. When John Kreese relapses 
into old ways and forces Johnny 
Lawrence out of his own re-
opened Cobra Kai dojo, Johnny 
and high school rival Daniel 
LaRusso must unite their teams 
of high school fighters to retake 
the All-Valley karate tournament 

title. When Kreese convinces LaRusso’s old tormenter, the sadistic 
Terry Silver, to return as a Cobra Kai sensei, Daniel and Johnny’s fragile 
alliance is put to the ultimate test. The 10-episode season premiered in 
its entirety on Netflix on Dec. 31.

LISTEN | RICHER 
THAN I’VE EVER BEEN
According to Apple Music, there 
is no shortage of confidence 
across Rick Ross album titles 
with “God Forgives,” “I Don’t” 
and “Teflon Don.” But with his 
new album, the Miami-hailing 
MC is not only crowning himself, 
but reveling in one of wealth’s 
most under-heralded privileges: 
creative freedom. The album’s 
12 tracks stand in stark opposi-
tion to the contemporary trend 

of bloated and overlong rap releases, Ross coming across forthright 
with bars like wanting to be a better father in his song “Little Havana.” 
Listen on Apple Music and Spotify. 

READ | BEAUTIFUL WORLD, 
WHERE ARE YOU
In this novel by Sally Rooney, the best-
selling author of “Conversations with 
Friends,” Alice, a novelist, meets Felix, 
who works in a warehouse, and asks 
him if he’d like to travel to Rome with 
her. In Dublin, her best friend, Eileen, is 
getting over a breakup, and slips back 
into flirting with Simon, a man she has 
known since childhood. Alice, Felix, 
Eileen and Simon are still young — but 
life is catching up with them. They de-
sire each other, they delude each other, 
they get together, they break apart. 
They have sex, they worry about sex, 

they worry about their friendships and the world they live in. Are they 
standing in the last lighted room before the darkness, bearing witness 
to something? Will they find a way to believe in a beautiful world? 

— Amazon 

10. Sober January.

9.  No politicians will be forced to step down in 2022.

8.  I will not engage in meaningless social media argu-
ments about masks, vaccines or cruise ships.

7.  Your 75 HARD Challenge ended before Andy 
Cohen could get drunk enough to rant about “the 
crappiest mayor in New York City history.”

6.  I will not yell at my kids in 2022.
 
5.  “This is the year I stop streaming and start reading 

more boo– … Whoa, hello, ‘Yellowstone’ season 4!”

4.   I will not take both claws from a stone crab.

3.  I will not light a Christmas tree on fire near a cov-
eted monument.

2.   I will no longer pass on the shoulder or in the turn-
ing lanes of the 18-MIle Stretch

1. Porn-free January.

NEW YEAR 
RESOLUTIONS 
THAT HAVE 
ALREADY 
BEEN BROKEN

We’re going to lose weight, quit drinking (at 
least in the daytime), get back in shape, 
start a retirement fund, paint the living 
room, eat less fast food, you know the drill. 

And it all sounds well and good — for the first week of 
the year. But that week is now over, and we bring you…
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THEKEYWESTAMP.COM | THEKEYWESTTHEATER.COM

UPCOMING 
EVENTS

JUDY COLLINS 
AT KEY WEST THEATER

JANUARY 12TH 

CARL PALMER 
AT KEY WEST THEATER

JANUARY 31ST 

THE LIFE AND MUSIC 
OF GEORGE MICHAEL 
AT KEY WEST THEATER
FEBRUARY 12TH 

THE ULTIMATE 
JOHNNY CASH EXPERIENCE

AT KEY WEST THEATER
JANUARY 11TH 

PRICE IS RIGHT LIVE 
AT COFFEE BUTLER AMPHITHEATER

MARCH 26TH 

REBELUTION 
AT COFFEE BUTLER AMPHITHEATER

JUNE 5TH 

RODNEY CROWELL
AT KEY WEST THEATER

JANUARY 22ND 

KENNY WAYNE SHEPHERD 
& CHRISTONE “KINGFISH” INGRAM

AT COFFEE BUTLER AMPHITHEATER
FEBRUARY 5TH 

KETCH SECOR (OF OLD CROW MEDICINE SHOW) 
& MOLLY TUTTLE

AT KEY WEST THEATER
JANUARY 16TH 
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I may not be a rockstar
or a billionaire, but I
have the smile of one!

Lucy Buffett, Crazy Sista,
Restaurateur, & Author

My gypsy soul landed me in Key West in 1975 for
two crazy years, then took me to live and work

on three different coasts over the next four
decades. By the time I returned and

bought my island dream home,
I had a hodgepodge of dental

work. My big bro told me to go
to Dr. Troxel, who came up with
a comprehensive reconstruction

plan to make another one of
my dreams come true: a big

beautiful movie star smile! Thank
you, Fred. You are the best!

All my Gumbo Love,
LuLu

JAZZ IN THE GARDENS 
IS BACK!

EVERY SUNDAY 5PM–7:30PM
526 ANGELA STREET | GARDENSHOTEL.COM

 
 

1405 Duval Street, Key West  //  305.295.6550
southernmostbeachresort.com   #somolife

FRESH
NEW MENU

&
NEW PATIO

DINING

Serving
Breakfast,
Lunch &
Dinner
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BALLAST KEY IS 
A SANCTUARY 
WORTH SAVING

Mark Hedden
www.keysweekly.com

If I want to cut to the chase when telling 
someone about Ballast Key, I drop the 
fact that it was once on the market for 
$15.8 million. It’s true, but not the point.
Ballast Key is 10 miles west of Key West 

as the crow flies, longer if you don’t want 
to run your boat aground. It was a private 
island owned by Key West legend David 
Wolkowsky, who died in 2018 at the age of 
99. (To read up on Wolkowsky — and you 
should — Google Michael Adno’s profile on 
the Bitter Southerner website, or his 2018 
obituary in the New York Times.)

The island is somewhere between 14 
and 26 acres. Distinctions between land and 
water are often debatable, as much of it is 
mangroves, sandbars and salt ponds that 
dry up in the winter. It is off the grid, relying 
on water catchments, solar panels, an occa-
sional generator, and surrounded by the Key 
West National Wildlife Refuge.

If you’ve been to Woman Key or Boca 
Grande, or taken the Dry Tortugas ferry, 
you’ve passed Ballast Key. It’s the only house 
you’ll see out there. (A guest house and 
workshop on the island are mostly obscured 
by trees.) It’s modeled on the Northwest 
Channel lighthouse, which burned in 1971. It 
is also the actual Southernmost Point in the 
contiguous United States.

The house always reminds me of Spring-
steen’s mansion on the hill, the place where 
people project their fantasies, where life 
would be easier and better. (These fantasies 
often involve lottery tickets.)

When I first was there as the guest of a 
guest of a guest in the late 1990s, a signed 
Jimmy Buffett album sat on the coffee table. 
It said something like, “David, sell me your 
island, Jimmy.” Buffett, along with Fast Buck 
Freddy’s owner Tony Falcone, had bought 
the Kress building on Duval Street from 
Wolkowsky, who also had a playful penchant 
for forged art and artifacts, so who knows if 
it was real.

My second visit was in summer 2019. 
Chris Bergh, the South Florida program 
manager for the Nature Conservancy, had 
invited me out, partly, I believe, because of 
my Audubon and bird geek credentials, and 
partly to show me what an amazing window 
into the Florida Keys backcountry it was. 

DESERT ISLAND DAYS

Anyone who knew David well will tell 
you he never actually wanted to sell Ballast 
Key – but liked to dangle it as bait in front of 
developers and other wealthy people, to reel 
them in and play them for a while, before 
cutting the line. Bergh often spoke with 
Wolkowsky about the ecological importance 
of the island and the need to prevent its 
development. 

After Wolkowsky died in 2018, the island 
was donated to the Nature Conservancy, 
which promptly handed the deed to the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service with an agreement 
that the Nature Conservancy would man-
age it for 10 years to ensure its protection. 
It was to become a base of operations for 
researchers and biologists, providing deeper 
access to the unique Keys ecosystem. 

I proposed to Bergh a photo project 
documenting not just the island – its wildlife, 
architecture, landscape and the researchers 
to come — but also how the arc of its story 
would change now that its ownership had. 
Then I was awarded a Knight Foundation 
grant to do just that. 

For the last two years I’ve been making 
periodic trips — an afternoon, a couple days 
— wandering and taking pictures. 

Access to the island is priceless; time 
there, priceless. Time to notice the tear in 
the screen, the great white heron perched 
on an abandoned lobster trap, the shadows 
of young lemon sharks circling the flats, 
the hermit crabs that devour almost any-
thing you offer. Time to stand so still that 
a clapper rail — an amazingly shy, sneaky 
bird — can exit the mangroves and walk 
almost across my foot without noticing me. 
Time to wait for the right light to hit the Suzy 
Zuzek dePoo mural in the main house. Time 
to form opinions on the personality of the 
Würdeman’s heron that hunted fish on the 
south shoreline.

COVID threw a few wrenches into the 
works. It wasn’t safe to open the place up for 
researchers, and the Nature Conservancy 
ended its management agreement within 
two years. I made myself minorly useful as 
an occasional fill-in caretaker, and the folks 
at USFWS have allowed me more time out 
there to shoot and complete the project.

The culmination of all this – called South 
of Southernmost – is now hanging on the 
walls of the Sanger Gallery at The Studios of 
Key West.

The exhibit will be open to the public 
Tuesday through Saturday until Jan. 27. 
There’s an opening from 6 to 8 p.m. on 
Thursday, Jan. 6. It’s free, but reservations 
must be made through the tskw.org website, 
and masks are required.

Ballast Key will never be open on a 
broad scale to the public. It can’t sustain that 
and still retain its crucial ecological value – 
something which, to my mind, is worth way 
more than $15.8 million. 

My hope is to give people a sense of 
what’s so valuable out there, why it needs 
protecting and why this is such a great 
legacy for David Wolkowsky.

Photographer Mark Hedden captures the offshore essence and 
ecological importance of Ballast Key. MARK HEDDEN/Keys Weekly
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For Reservations, Call 305.296.8100
Reserve Online at OpenTable.com

Daily Happy Hour 5-7 pm | Nightly Live Music | 15% Locals Discount

Enjoy your choice of various
wines by the glass

Limited Seating Available
Reservations Recommended

Authentically sourced, aged, and

       crafted in the heart of Key West.
TUESDAY THRU SATURDAY | LUNCH 11-2:30 | DINNER 5 -10

TUESDAY THRU SATURDAY 4:20 -11

WEDNESDAY THRU SUNDAY | LUNCH 11- 2:30 | DINNER 5 -10
BRUNCH SATURDAY & SUNDAY 11- 2:30

WEDNESDAY THRU SUNDAY
4:20 - 11

ARTISTIC CONCRETE DESIGN

GOT CONCRETE?
We can Preserve, Protect  & Beautify ANY Concrete Surface

For more information go to
www.keysdecoconrete.com or call 305-923-0654

Licensed & Insured SP#3136

Serving
the Keys
for 20 
Years!
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EDUCATION
PERFORMANCE

OUTREACH

FOUNDED IN 2008, DANCE KEY WEST IS A 501C3 
NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION. DANCEKEYWEST.ORG

A KEY WEST 
FAMILY TRADITION 

IN FINE FOODS 
SINCE 1926

522 FLEMING STREET
1105 WHITE STREET
WWW.FAUSTOS.COM

DELIVERY & GIFT CARDS 
AVAILABLE

Featured on Diners,
Drive-Ins & Dives.
(305) 294-0102
11:30 AM – 10 PM
629 Duval St, Key West

Serving Ipswich 
Whole Bellied Clams
& Maine Lobster

When you’re on Long Island be sure to visit our new location in Wantagh. 
Call ahead for Daily Specials 516-900-1400. 

Serving Ipswich 
Whole Bellied Clams
& Maine Lobster

Serving Ipswich 
Whole Bellied Clams
& Maine Lobster
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KEY LARGO
305-451-5700
MM 99 Median

KEY WEST
305-295-6400

Searstown by Publix

MARATHON
305-743-4397

MM 50 Oceanside

Stop by or call any of our three Florida Keys stores:
www.RoyalFurnitureAndDesign.com

LARGEST IN-STOCK INVENTORY IN OUR HISTORY!

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY
FROM EVERY DEPARTMENT!

IN STOCK: ALL 3 STORES
STOP BY NOW

Coastal CHIC
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Legislation that Florida Gov. Ron 
DeSantis signed into law back in 
June giving parents more con-
trol over the sexual education of 

their children is now being carried out 
within the Monroe County School District 
(MCSD). The schools are making available 
an opt-out form for sex ed in case parents 
don’t like the subject matter that’s being 
taught to their kids. 

“This is part of state legislation, re-
cently approved, under statute 1003.42,” 
Christina McPherson, executive director 
of teaching and learning for the district, 
told Keys Weekly.

The statute says, “Any student whose 
parent makes written request to the 
school principal shall be exempted from 
the teaching of reproductive health or any 
disease, including HIV/AIDS, its symptoms, 
development, and treatment. A student 
so exempted may not be penalized by 
reason of that exemption.”

The statute also says that instruction-
al materials used to teach reproductive 
health or any disease, including HIV/AIDS, 
“must be annually approved by a district 
school board in an open, noticed public 
meeting.”

In the Dec. 14, 2021 school board 
meeting, school district staff members 
presented a new sex education cur-
riculum that includes such topics, called 
FLASH (Family Life and Sexual Health). 
Staff also mentioned that a parental 
opt-out form is available on the MCSD 
website.

Marissa Malone-Means, coordinator 
of STEM & comprehensive health, said 
the FLASH program is for students in 
grades 6 through 12. “Topics for grades 6 
to 8 include decision-making for healthy 
relationships with family and friends, and 
self-esteem,” she said. “For grades 9 to 12, 
topics include reproductive system and 
pregnancy.”

GOV. DESANTIS SIGNED BILL 
IN JUNE 2021

CHARLOTTE TWINE
charlotte@keysweekly.com

Statistics from 2019 indicate that 36.6% of 
Florida high school students have had sex, yet 
the state encourages them in sex education to 
abstain. CONTRIBUTED

STATE-MANDATED 
PARENTAL CONTROL OVER 
SEX EDUCATION BEGINS

In addition, 6th grade FLASH lessons 
teach about puberty and menstruation, 
while human reproduction as a unit is 
covered in 7th grade.

Malone-Means also noted that abor-
tion is not covered but birth control is 
discussed with the older students in the 
FLASH curriculum.

“The health education curriculum 
for students in grades 6 through 12 shall 
include an awareness of the benefits of 
sexual abstinence as the expected stan-
dard and the consequences of teenage 
pregnancy,” the statute reads.

But statistics from the 2019 Florida 
Youth Risk Behavior Survey Report indi-
cate that many Florida teens don’t con-
sider abstinence or even birth control to 
be an option. The survey is  conducted by 
the Florida Department of Health in col-
laboration with the Florida Department of 
Education and school districts statewide, 
and it is taken by a random selection of 
9th to 12th graders. It said that 36.6% of 
high school students have had sex, and 
14.7% of high school students did not use 
any sort of birth control during the last 
time they had intercourse.

“Teens have always had sex, and I 
don’t see that changing,” said Cali Roberts. 
She is the executive director of Key West’s 
Womankind, a federally funded nonprofit 
agency that provides family planning and 
gynecological and primary care. “Every-
body knows someone who has a young 
mother.”

Roberts said half of the girls in 
Key West High School are WomanKind 
patients, and that at any given time, the 
clinic has 350 female students between 
the ages of 13 and 20.

“I highly support parents having com-
plete control of what they feel is appropri-
ate for their child,” she noted. “I have a 
problem with people just being afraid of 
the word ‘sex’ itself and immediately re-
acting with: ‘No, my child can’t learn that.’ 
Silence is not sex education.

“Changing the statewide guidance 
concerns me, as there are counties in the 
state that have high teen birth rates that 
we never want to emulate,” she said. “Lib-
erty County has 19.7 teen pregnancies per 
thousand girls up to the age of 20. That’s 
four times higher than Monroe County for 
teen birth rate. Our current rate is 4.75 
pregnancies per thousand girls up to age 
20. Monroe County does an excellent job, 
and I hope to continue that.”

More information is at www.keyss-
chools.com/Page/892.
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Dust Free

Auto Tinting Shop!
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FURRY FRIENDS 
NEED FAMILIES
ADOPT A PET 
AT THE FLORIDA 
KEYS SPCA

The Keys Weekly family loves 
animals as much as our 
friends at the Florida Keys 
SPCA do, and we’re hon-

ored each week to showcase some 
“furever” friends that are ready, 
waiting and available for adoption 
by loving families from the organi-
zation’s Key West campus.

From cats and dogs to Guinea 

Salem is a 3-year-old, female medium mixed breed.

Millie Moo is a 5-year-old, female 
medium mixed breed

Potato Chip is a 2-year-old, male do-
mestic shorthair.

Easy E is a 3½-year-old, male domestic 
shorthair.

pigs, hamsters, rabbits, reptiles and 
birds, the perfect addition to your 
family is waiting for you. The SPCA’s 
knowledgeable staff will help with 
advice and care tips while working 
to ensure a good fit between each 
pet and its people.

The SPCA’s Golden Paw pro-
gram also provides special assis-
tance with vet bills and medications 
for special-needs and older animals 
that may require a little extra TLC.

Check the Key West Weekly 
every week for just a few of the 
animals waiting for a home, and 
see them all at fkspca.org.

ART FOR ALL

Bunnie is a 5-year-old, female Ameri-
can rabbit.

STOCK ISLAND ART STROLL HIGHLIGHTS 
DOZENS OF LOCAL CREATORS

Stock Island’s Art District is 
ramping up for 2022 with 
its Second Saturdays Art 
Stroll from on Saturday, 

Jan. 8, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. There 
are new venues and a whole new 
lineup of art, fresh brews, excit-
ing views and gifts as small as 
postcards to sculptures built for a 
cathedral ceiling.

The Art Stroll starts at the 
Green Pineapple located within the 
Perry Hotel, 7001 Shrimp Road. 
They will spotlight three local art-
ists: 

- Lucy Hawk Art, a Key West-
based artist who creates hand-cut 
paper artworks.

- Suffused with the powers of 
the earth’s elements, Zen by Karen 
Moore jewelry looks and feels 
beautiful. Each piece is cleansed 
with Reiki energy, giving you the op-
portunity to infuse each stone with 
your own personal intention.

- And Jasmine Jones of Ocean 
Blues Studio is a Key West native 
who uses a combination of alcohol 
inks, acrylic paint and resin layers 
to create a body of work with a 
greater depth than traditional two-
dimensional paintings. 

Then make your way to Stock 
Yard Studios, 5700 4th Ave. Here 
you will find the Sacred Space gal-
lery of 16 local female artists with 
three work spaces: Whimsy Key 
West, Lucy Hawk Art and Beth with 
Washed Ashore Seaglass. Also in 

Artist Barb Sage adds a touch of whimsy to everything she touches. Keys Weekly 
file photo

Lucy Hawk’s intricate cut-paper cre-
ations are among dozens of artwork 
styles featured at Sacred Space during 
the Stock Island Art Stroll on Saturday, 
Jan. 8. CONTRIBUTED

the Stock Yard compound are stone 
sculptors Craig Berube-Gray, Pa-
mela Kostmayer and AD Tinkham. 

From there, wind your way to 
Washed Up Key West at 6475 2nd 
St., a custom woodworking shop 
and artisan gift shop. 

Finish your journey at Collec-
tions, Key West, 6810 Front St. Park 
at the Hogfish and stroll 120 paces 
down the dock until you reach the 
red doors. From impressionism, 
kinetic sculptures and Cuban art 
to pen sets and postcards, all are 
featured in a yacht club of old.  

Visit ilovestockisland.org and 
the I Love Stock Island Facebook 
page for updates about more Stock 
Island happenings.

                            — Contributed
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AND THE 
NOMINEES ARE...
FINALISTS ANNOUNCED 
FOR INAUGURAL 
KEY WEST MUSIC AWARDS

... is a local radio 
personality and 
music promoter 
who loves to share 
his passion for 
music.

BEN 
SOLOVE

The inau-
gural Key 
West Music 
Awards, aka 

the Iggy Awards, 
will take place at 7 
p.m. Sunday, Jan. 
30 at the Key West 
Theater on Eaton 
Street. 

The nomina-
tion committee 
has completed its 
job and named 
the finalists in all 

20 categories. The difficult deci-
sions are now in the capable hands 
of our seven-judge panel whose 
identities will be revealed at the 
show. The panel includes six local 
dignitaries (all of whom have ties to 
the music scene), and one celeb-
rity judge who also happens to be 
an award-winning musician. The 
Iggy Awards will be handed out to 
the winners during the ceremony, 
which will also include several live 
performances and the presentation 
of a Lifetime Achievement Award 
and an In Memoriam tribute. 

The event is also a fundraiser 
for Sister Season Fund of Key West. 
Ray West and I will be your hosts 
for the evening. 

Come on out, walk the red 
carpet, bid on the silent auction, 
support your local musicians and 
Sister Season Fund, and enjoy what 
is sure to be a fun and memorable 
evening and an excellent show.

Tickets are available at the 
theater box office and online at 
keywestmusicawards.com. 

Congratulations to all Iggy 
Award nominees and finalists. Here 
are the categories and finalists:

ENTERTAINER OF THE YEAR
Nick Brownell, John Lamere,
Oren Polak

COVER BAND OF THE YEAR
The Durtbags, Happy Dog,
The Beatle Band, Killer Dudes

SOLO ARTIST OF THE YEAR
Nick Brownell, Ross Brown,
Raven Cooper, Zack Seemiller

DUO OF THE YEAR
Shanty Hounds, Raw Dawggs
George Chapman and Caffeine Carl, 
Coconut Koalas

SONGWRITER OF THE YEAR
Adrienne Z, Lance Taylor,
Tony Baltimore, Ericson Holt

RISING STAR 
Shastina Chiles, Marshall Morlock,
David Warren, Justin Angelo

VOCALIST OF THE YEAR
Michelle Dravis, Kari Wolf,
Rob Benton, Marjory Lee

FAN OF THE YEAR
Kim Walsh, Charlie Brumley,
Fred Covan, Steve Craigo

FACILITATOR OF THE YEAR
Ralph DePalma, Paul Blatt,
Tim Lorber

MENTOR OF THE YEAR
Wayne Sorbelli, Larry Baeder,
Joe Dallas, Gary Hernandez

BLUES ARTIST OF THE YEAR
Moose Boles, Andy Westcott,
Larry Baeder, Ericson Holt

COUNTRY ACT OF THE YEAR
Nick Brownell, Farewell to  
Cowboys, C.W. Colt, Nick Norman

REGGAE ACT OF THE YEAR
Massai, Turner Harrison, Lower 
Keys Reggae Band, Toko Irie

ROCK ACT OF THE YEAR
Caffeine Carl & The Buzz,  
The Durtbags, Tony Baltimore  
& The Wilde Awake 

R&B/RAP/SOUL ACT OF THE YEAR
Cody Daley D3Lay, Robert Albury,
Kim Jade Fry

INSTRUMENTALIST OF THE YEAR
Marty Stonely, Tommy Tangie,
Kenny Fradley, Ray West,
Ross Brown

SONG OF THE YEAR
99 Degrees - Ericson Holt
Let’s All Go Insane - Tony Baltimore
The Otherside - Adrienne Z
Coco Plum - The Coconut Koalas

ALBUM OF THE YEAR
“Don’t Forget Where You Came 
From” by Gary Hempsey, “99 De-
grees” by Ericson Holt, “Ghost on 
the Highway” by Lance Taylor,
“Hear Me In” by Tony Baltimore

Key West-
born 
Mekhi 
Sargent 

is on the move 
again. The run-
ning back, who 
played college 
football at Iowa 
after setting all-
time records at 
Key West High 

School, received a lump of coal on 
Christmas Day, when the Los Ange-
les Rams dropped him. The Jackson-
ville Jaguars signed him a few days 
later. The Rams had signed Sargent 
on Nov. 6 and assigned him to the 
practice squad. He played in just one 
game with the Rams, against Jack-
sonville, on Dec. 8, when he carried 
the ball twice, gaining 5 yards. 

The Jaguars had Sargent listed 
as inactive as of Sunday, Jan. 2. 

Undrafted after a stellar ca-
reer at Iowa, he was picked up by 
the Tennessee Titans during the 
spring, played a few games and was 
dropped on Nov. 2. For the Titans, 
he gained 4 yards in two carries. 

AN ESPN HALFTIME ANALYST, 
Trevor Matich, was praising college 
football coaches who support their 
players’ decision to skip bowl games 
in order to go pro. Writer Mike Florio 
took the same stance on NBC. 

I disagree. 
If the players are getting a free 

education, they can fulfill their obli-
gation to attend college and play for 
the school’s football team. Matich 
said the bowl games are mere ex-
hibitions. But tell that to Gator fans, 
whose Florida team lost to University 
of Central Florida in the Gasparilla 
Bowl. Tell it to any rabid fans of win-
ning or losing bowl teams. 

But don’t tell it to Mississippi, 
which lost its star quarterback Matt 
Corral to a first-quarter leg injury on 
Saturday and subsequently lost to 
Baylor, 21-7, in the Sugar Bowl. 

Corral is projected to be a first-
round selection in the NFL draft. 

People like Matich and Florio 
justify their approval of skipping 
bowl games by pointing to potential 
injuries that could put players’ NFL 
draft — and paycheck — possibilities 
in jeopardy. 

Coaches who move on between 
the end of the regular season and 
the bowl season are another prob-
lem to which I don’t have an immedi-

ate solution. 
But I will. I’m 
still ponder-
ing the situa-
tion.

I HAVE 
WATCHED 
PARTS of 
many post-
season 
games. Un-

less you have a rooting interest, I’d 
say the best game was the Music 
City Bowl in which Purdue won in 
overtime, 48-45, with a field goal 
over Tennessee.

But, if you have a rooting inter-
est, as I do with Ohio State, then the 
Buckeyes coming back from a third-
quarter, 14-point deficit, to beat 
Utah, also 48-45, and by a late field 
goal in the Rose Bowl, stands out.

SOUTHEASTERN CONFERENCE 
FANS had reason to celebrate as 
Alabama defeated Cincinnati and 
Georgia triumphed over Michigan in 
the national championship semifi-
nals. Neither game was close. The 
winners play Monday, Jan. 10, for the 
national collegiate title. I think Ala-
bama will win that game, duplicating 
the SEC title contest. But I won’t be 
surprised if the Bulldogs pull off an 
upset. 

From what I’ve seen in the post-
season, no team, no league comes 
close to the SEC finalists. I can’t dis-
agree with Michigan and Cincinnati 
also making the final four. Although 
they were whipped in those games, 
no one else had impressed me 
enough to take their spots. 

I have to admit that Oklahoma 
State rallying from a 21-point deficit 
to beat Notre Dame, 37-35, in the 
Fiesta Bowl, and Arkansas handling 
Penn State, 24-10, in the Outback 
Bowl, surprised me. 

I’m still disappointed that Miami 
had to pull out of the Sun Bowl be-
cause of the virus. Luckily, the bowl 
found Central Michigan, which not 
only filled in, but defeated Washing-
ton State. 

BACK TO THE PROS… As a 
result of their Sunday loss to Ten-
nessee, the Miami Dolphins have no 
chance at making the playoffs. Too 
bad. Until Sunday, the Dolphins had 
been exceptional during their seven-
game win streak. They’re now 8-8 
and face New England for the last 
game of their season.

SPORTS & MORE

... a veteran sports 
columnist, says 
the only sport 
he doesn’t follow 
is cricket. That 
leaves plenty  
of others to fill  
his time.  
ralphmoro1936 
@gmail.com

RALPH 
MORROW

CONCH’S NFL CAREER 
CONTINUES WITH JAX JAGS

Mekhi Sargent
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BRAND NEW FANNY WATCH THE ROAD, 
NOT THE HELICOPTER
AERIAL REPAIRS PLANNED 
FOR MAIN POWERLINE

Keys Energy Services (KEYS) 
will make several helicop-
ter-based repair proj-
ects on the main power 

transmission line, known as the 
tieline, from Key West to Marathon 
throughout January. 

These projects include repair 
of concrete transmission poles 
throughout Keys Energy service  
and the replacement of the static 
line that protects the power sys-
tems against lightning strikes on 
the tieline from Big Pine to Mara-
thon.

Residents are advised to drive 
safely while this work is in prog-
ress, and keep their focus on the 
road and not the helicopter flying 
overhead.

Some of these repairs cannot 
be performed on energized lines, 
so KEYS will need to de-energize a 

portion of the tieline. While por-
tions of the tieline are offline, all 
KEYS customers will be powered 
via local generation and should not 
experience any interruptions in 
service. In the event a power out-
age occurs during this time, KEYS’ 
crews will work to restore service as 
quickly as possible.

Anticipated dates for work that 
will require the tieline to be de-
energized are Jan. 11, 12, 13, 15, 19, 
20, 22 and 24, weather permitting. 

Grays Power Supply was 
selected as the vendor for the pole 
repair project, which includes 384 
poles, at an estimated total cost of 
$6.2 million. Michels Power Inc. was 
selected as the vendor for the static 
line replacement project at a total 
cost to Keys Energy of $1.6 million.

                           — Contributed

A helicopter completes inspections and repairs to the electrical tieline 
that powers the Florida Keys along U.S. 1. CONTRIBUTED

The California couple respon-
sible for the illicit clearing of 
West Fanny Key has reached 
an agreement with the city, 

according to settlement documents 
published by the City of Marathon 
Code Compliance Department.

After meeting with an ecological 
consultant to determine the number 
and type of trees that were removed 
from the island, David and Tammy 
Marabella, owners of West Fanny 
Key, are required to replant the entire 
cleared area using a minimum of 10 
species from a list of 16 native plants.

As the City of Marathon requires 
that restoration plantings be done on 
a 6:1 ratio, the couple will also be re-
quired to provide an additional 120 na-
tive plants to the city of Marathon “for 
planting at an off-site location of the 
City’s choosing to enhance restoration 
activities on City-owned properties.”

The plantings must be completed 
by June 9, a deadline intended to 
correlate the restoration activities 
with Florida’s wet season. Failure to 
complete the required plantings will 
result in fines of $100 per day until all 
the requirements of the settlement 
agreement are met. The couple is also 
“liable for a period of one year from 
the date of the planting for any failure 
of the Restoration Plan brought about 
by trespassing, acts of vandalism, or 
any Act of God.”

“We resolved it, and we had coop-
eration from the owners, which we ap-
preciate,” said Marathon City Manager 
George Garrett. “They never questioned 
us. We met one time, went on site one 
time with the biologist they hired, and 
they agreed to the settlement.”

Though the settlement does not 
include additional fines beyond the 
costs of the replanting, Garrett said he 
was pleased with the outcome. “They 
were forward about it, and they took 
responsibility. When you have to plant 

CITY OF MARATHON 
SETTLES WITH 
FANNY KEY OWNERS

ALEX RICKERT
alex@keysweekly.com

trees six to one and make sure they 
survive for a year, you’ve just spent a 
fair amount of money.”

The settlement comes nearly three 
months after Marathon resident Bob 
Williams found his daily swim around 
East and West Fanny Key, two small 
islands on the gulf side of the south 
end of Marathon, blocked by a barge 
with a backhoe clearing vegetation off 
the west island on Sept. 19. 

“This incident was particularly 
egregious because of the density of 
birds (on the island),” said Williams at 
the time of the clearing. “This is devas-
tating to a healthy and viable rookery.”

Photos posted to Facebook quickly 
sparked outrage among Marathon 
residents, and the City of Marathon 
launched cooperative investigation ef-
forts with the Florida Fish and WIldlife 
Conservation Commission (FWC) and 
the Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP).

While the settlement with the city 
should theoretically close the book on 
the cleared upland hammock, roughly 
10 percent to 15 percent of the cleared 
area falls under the jurisdiction of the 
DEP, whose case file on the island is 
still unresolved.

The most recent compliance 
inspection document signed on Dec. 
13 states that the island is still in “sig-
nificant non-compliance.” The report 
states that, “The property contains 
approximately 643 square feet of 
unauthorized impacts to forested but-
tonwoods wetlands. (These activities) 
required an Environmental Resource 
Permit (ERP) from the department. The 
department has no record of an ERP 
permit being issued for this property.”

The city’s settlement agreement 
includes an admission of responsibil-
ity by the Marabellas, but the issue of 
who operated the equipment used in 
the clearing remains unsolved. Turtle 
Hospital founder Richie Moretti posted 
a $5,000 reward for information on 
the operator’s identity, but this reward 
has yet to be claimed. Keys Weekly 
reached out to attorney Segundo J. 
Fernandez, retained by the Marabel-
las in the settlement proceedings, but 
received no reply.

A photo, captured by Bob Williams, of the Fanny Key demolition 
underway on Sept. 19, 2021. CONTRIBUTED.
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Imagine this scenario: A young 
scientist asks Monroe County 
agencies if he can conduct an 
experiment. He would like to tent 

off some small mangrove islands — 
just six teeny, tiny ones — and gas all 
the insects living there so that they all 
die. Then, he would document what 
happens.

Do you think that request would 
fly today in the county’s permit depart-
ment? How many hours of discussion 
would that take with the county com-
missioners?

Yet, this experiment is precisely 
what biologist and double Pulitzer 
Prize-winning author Edward O. Wilson 
masterminded off the coast of Sugar-
loaf Key in the 1960s. And his resulting 
studies are some of the most famous 
and oft-quoted in evolutionary biology, 
leading to his reputation as “the heir 
to Charles Darwin.” His recent passing 

on Dec. 26, 2021, at the age of 92 has 
been mourned around the world — as 
well as in the Keys.

“That study is profound. He wrote 
the book ‘Sociobiology,’ and it gets 
drilled into you on a graduate level. 
It’s a foundation in ecology,” said field 
biologist Jerry Lorenz, director of Audu-
bon’s Everglades Science Center, based 
in Tavernier.

“Wilson came up with this idea 
that island biogeography is the foun-
dation of evolutionary theory,” Lorenz 
explained. “He literally put tents over 
small islands, killed everything inside 
them and waited to see what colonized 
them, and how quickly. For example, 
spiders would show up, or ants, or a 
land snail.”

Lorenz pointed out that the gas 
used — called methyl bromide, it’s a 
fumigant for controlling pests — did 
not cause any permanent damage. 
But the result of the research has had 
a long-lasting impact in the annals of 
science.

David Wagner is a professor of ecol-
ogy and evolutionary biology for the 
University of Connecticut and has been to 
the Keys to conduct research many times 
over the years. 

“Wilson and his student, Dan Simber-
loff, conducted a multi-year study that re-
vealed that the area of a Florida mangrove 
key (and by extension, an island, coral 
reef, mountain top, or rainforest) could be 
used to predict the number of species that 
could live there in equilibrium,” he told 
Keys Weekly in an email. “His theory of 
island biogeography … has been verified 
by thousands of follow-up studies, and is 
now being used, in reverse, to predict how 
fast species are likely to go extinct as we 
lose reefs, develop islands, and otherwise 
defaunate the planet.”

Pete Frezza, environmental resources 
manager for the Villlage of Islamorada, 
also noted that Wilson’s studies led to 
conservation efforts in the Keys.

“Those studies were beneficial and 
led to Everglades National Park closing 
all those islands to the public once it was 
realized how sensitive the islands can 
be,” Frezza said. “They can harbor unique 
species. A prairie warbler has become a 
subspecies on a few islands, and they’ve 
taken on unique characteristics. The big 
picture is when something lives isolated 
on an island, it evolves and adapts to the 
local environment. There’s a species of 
snake on those islands that’s unique, as 
well as a mangrove terrapin.”

Wagner, a close colleague of Wilson’s, 
will also miss his friendship and his “stal-
wart defense of nature.”

“Ed was a quiet, dignified, private 
scientist with big ideas and tremendous 
intellect — and one of the most brilliant 
scientific writers over the course of six 
decades at Harvard,” he said. “Legions 
of students and career scientists have 
held him in high esteem for the whole of 
their careers. But perhaps no other is as 
saddened and imperiled at his passing as 
Mother Nature herself.”

MOTHER NATURE MOURNS
RENOWNED BIOLOGIST E.O. WILSON’S MOST
FAMOUS STUDIES TOOK PLACE IN THE KEYS

Biologist Edward O. Wilson was also known as “the Ant man.” He won a Pulitzer Prize 
for this book about ants. CONTRIBUTED

Biologist Edward O. Wilson, known as the heir 
to Charles Darwin, built his reputation on 
groundbreaking studies he conducted in the 
Florida Keys in the 1960s.

CHARLOTTE TWINE
charlotte@keysweekly.com
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When East Florida and West Florida were still 
Spanish territories, they were wild, sparsely-
populated frontiers. 

The Spanish had established two ports. On 
the Atlantic coast, there was the Spanish port 

of St. Augustine. Along the long curve of land that spills into the 
Gulf of Mexico, there was the port at Pensacola. Hoping to begin 
to tame the land, Spain encouraged settlement of the territory 
and offered land grants to those willing to brave the frontier 
and make at least some small portion of it inhabitable.

The acquisition and development of the property were 
sanctioned through a program of land grants implemented 
in 1790 and would come to affect Key West’s colorful history. 
These property transactions are referred to as Spanish Land 
Grants. There was good news for the Spanish landowners when 
the territory was transferred to the American government 
under the Adams-Onis Treaty. If adequate documentation could 
be shown to American authorities, the land grants would be 
recognized. 

In the Florida Keys, only a handful of islands had been le-
gally acquired while they had been under Spanish rule. The Bac-
cas Keys land grant was originally assigned to Francisco Ferreira. 
The transaction occurred after Ferreira, who had been in St. Au-
gustine at an opportune time, petitioned the Governor on Jan. 4, 
1814, “to grant him in absolute property a Key situated among 
those called the Florida Keys, and is also known as Key Baca and 
also four small islands which are situated in the vicinity.”

The petition was approved the next day, “as the services 
rendered by the petitioner are well known, and in consideration 
of the great losses which he has suffered by the Revolution.” 
The 1814 Ferreira land grant included the islands recognized to-
day as Key Vaca, Long Key, Knights Key, Boot Key and Duck Key. 

Key West was the other primary Florida key legally acquired 
during Spanish ownership. Before it became an American prop-
erty, the island’s second-to-last owner was Don Juan de Estrata. 
In 1815, Estrata sold the island to Juan Pablo Salas, the island’s 
last legal owner under Spanish rule, and Salas sold the island to 
its first American owner, John Simonton.

John Watson Simonton was born in New Jersey in 1791. 
Simonton grew up a merchant and businessman operating 
between Mobile, Alabama, and Cuba. Because of the route he 
traveled, he understood Key West’s advantageous position. He 
also understood the importance of the island’s naturally deep 
harbor and easy access to the shipping channels between the 
Mississippi River, Gulf of Mexico and the Atlantic coast. On Dec. 
20, 1821, Simonton paid Juan Pablo Salas $2,000 for the island, 
a sum he paid in full.

One month later, on Jan. 19, 1822, Salas sold the island 
again, this time to an attorney named John Strong. Adding some 
Key West flavor to the island’s already colorful hues, Strong, 
the attorney, turned around and sold the island twice, too. He 
sold Key West to both John Geddes of Charleston and George 
Murray, president of the Legislative Council of the Territory of 
Florida.

Though the Florida Reef and the Florida Keys had been 
included in the Adams-Onis Treaty, Lt. Mathew Perry of the U.S. 
Navy was given orders in February to sail the U.S. schooner 

Shark to Key West, survey the island and har-
bor, and officially declare the island a U.S. pos-
session. By the time Perry arrived at Key West 
and raised the first U.S. flag over the island on 
March 25, 1822, several families were already 
calling the island home, and they gathered to 
witness the event.

This year, the bicentennial honors Perry’s 
raising of that first flag over the island in 1822. 
In the meantime, thinking he was the undisput-
ed owner of Key West, Simonton took on three 
partners, selling parcels of the island to John 
Whitehead, John Fleming, and Pardon Greene. 
All of these men gave their names to Key West 
streets: Simonton, Whitehead, Fleming and 
Greene. It took years for the courts to wade 
through the documents and determine the 
island’s rightful owner. Simonton was declared 
the legal owner on May 23, 1828.

In other bits of period history, Monroe 
County became the Florida Territory’s sixth 
county when it was established on July 2, 
1823. Named after the then sitting and fifth 
president of the United States, James Monroe, 
county boundaries originally extended north to 
the southern shore of Lake Okeechobee and 
west to the Gulf of Mexico. Key West, the most 
populated community in the territory, was 
named the county seat. On Jan. 8, 1828, the city 
of Key West was officially incorporated. 

That same year, Key West was added to 
the list of St. Augustine and Pensacola as an 
official U.S. port of entry. 

is an author, 
speaker, and Flor-
ida Keys historian. 
His latest book, 
“The Florida Keys 
Skunk Ape Files,” 
is a fun blend of 
two of his favorite 
subjects — Florida 
Keys history and 
the Skunk Ape.

BRAD 
BERTELLI

A KEY WEST
BICENTENNIAL STORY
LIEUTENANT RAISES 
U.S. FLAG OVER THE ISLAND 
IN 1822
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5620 MACDONALD AVE
KEY WEST | 305.296.4999

HAPPY 
HOUR 

MONDAY-SATURDAY 

4PM-6PM

$5 BAR FOOD

$7 WINE BY THE GLASS

$4 WELL LIQUOR

$4 DRAFT BEER

$3 DOMESTIC 

BOTTLES

at the
Perry

January 15th   |   7p-9p
Nick Norman with Caffeine Carl  

Joey Marchiano & Kristen McNamara

February 26th   |   7p-9p
Nick Norman with Finnegan bell 

special Guest marjory lee
 

March 4th   |   7p-9p
Nick Norman with Joal Rush

Special Guest Tony Roberts 
 

April 1st   |   7p-9p
Nick Norman with JERROD NIEMANN

& Special Guest JASON LAMSON 
 

May 22nd   |   7p-9p
The porch tour kick-off

The Porch Tour at The Perry  
featuring Nick Norman & Friends

presented by Frosted Frog & Loud Lemon

7011 Shrimp Rd., Key West, FL   |   perrykeywest.com          

fREE CONCERTS

FEBRUARY 11th 

7p-10p

THE HAPPY DOG BAND 

Rochelle McEntyre, CEO
3706 N Roosevelt Blvd
Key West | 305.517.6613
rhnmc.org

Providing A�ordable Medical and Dental Services to Monroe County Residents
SLIDING FEE SCALE AVAILABLE FOR THE UNINSURED

MEDICAL SERVICES 
BROUGHT TO YOU

MOBILE 
HEALTHCARE 

COACH
CHECK THE COACH CALENDAR AT RHNMC.ORG

CALL 305.517.6613 EXT 500 FOR APPOINTMENT
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Home to one of the most unique dining settings in Key West. Sun-Sun features a relaxing 
oceanfront setting and some of the best food and cocktails you will find on the island. 

Celebrate an intimate special occasion — reserve a table for two and enjoy a  
thoughtfully prepared 3 course menu with a dedicated attendant. Our exclusive  

“Toes In The Sand” dining experience is sure to impress. Advance reservations only.

BEAUTIFUL BEACHFRONT SETTING

Dinner reservations recommended through Open Table 
305.304.3818  |  www.casamarinaresort.com 

1500 Reynolds Street  |  Key West, Florida 33040 
Must be 21 or older to order and consume alcohol. Please consume responsibly.

Scan this code  
with your phone  
for Sun-Sun 
menus

CHANGING 
LIVES ONE 
SMILE AT 
A TIME!

Located at 2758 N. Roosevelt Blvd. (in the Overseas Market) • Key West, FL 33040
Phone 305.294.9914 • Fax 305.295.9691 • doc@docguzman.com • www.docguzman.com

From le� to right: Dr. Hector Guzman D.D.S, Dr. David McDonald D.M.D
Dr. Natalia Vazquez-Marrero D.M.D and Dr. Oscar Rodriguez D.M.D

Join us for a truly unique experience. Intimate dining where the 
ocean meets the sand on our private beach. Where Chef’s 6-course 
tasting menu is as impressive as our iconic sunsets. Our carefully 
curated menu highlights the abundance of fresh seafood from our 

shores and seasonal provisions. A memory you will treasure.

1435 Simonton Street, Key West, FL 
reachresort.com | 305 293 6250
Social distancing must be maintained. Masks are 
required when not seated. Must be 21 or older to order 
and consume alcohol. Please consume responsibly.

An exquisite dining experience.

Your dining experience includes:
Intimate Dining Area • Sparkling Wine Toast • 6 Course Tasting Menu 

Composed tiered wine pairings, available as add-on.  
Advanced Reservations Required.
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MAKE HOME 
IMPROVEMENTS? 
ADD A POOL? 
LOWER MORTGAGE 
PAYMENTS?
CALL COAST2COAST MORTGAGE 
FOR ALL OF YOUR FINANCING NEEDS, 
TRUST US WHEN IT COMES TO 
REFINANCING OR BUYING.

KRISTEN EKLUND
MORTGAGE LOAN ORIGINATOR

NMLS 371443 | 305.587.4403
kristen@coast2coastmortgage.com

AUDREY GREEN
MORTGAGE LOAN ORIGINATOR

NMLS 16922 | 319.329.2880
audrey@coast2coastmortgage.com

KAYLA SVOR
MORTGAGE LOAN ORIGINATOR

NMLS 1875756 | 320.808.0696
kayla@coast2coastmortgage.com

NMLS 376205

MEET YOUR 
LOCAL LENDING 

EXPERTS
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9701 Overseas Highway | Marathon | 855-481-7577
1617 JFK BLVD, Floor 20 | Philadelphia | 855-230-7951

www.ithacasteel.com

Commercial Warehouses, Aircraft Hangars, Boat and RV Storage, 
Mini Storage, Ag, Manufacturing and Industrial, Sports Complex and Churches 

are all perfect uses for an Ithaca Steel Building.

HONESTY | INTEGRITY | TRUST

STEEL BUILDING SUPPLIER
DESIGN | MATERIAL SUPPLY | ERECTING SERVICES

NEW YEAR 
BRINGS 
NEW ART 

SAVORING SAKE 
AND SOY SAUCE

On Thursday, Jan. 6, The 
Studios of Key West 
kicks off a new arts and 
culture season with the 

opening of four exhibits. 
The highly anticipated “South 

of Southernmost” by Mark Hed-
den opens in the Sanger Gallery; 
“Pandemic Drawings” by Nicholas 
Hill opens in the XOJ Gallery; “Danc-
ing In A Tea Cup: A Pixel Paradox In 
Paradise” by Christopher Santoro 
opens in the Zabar Project Gallery, 
and a collection of large-scale ce-
ramic pieces by Ann Labriola opens 
in the Zabar Lobby Gallery.

Hedden’s “South of Southern-
most” is an exhibit of photographs 
of Ballast Key, a backcountry island 
10 miles west of Key West, south 
of the Southernmost Point. It was 
owned and used as a getaway for 
the influential and creative by David 
Wolkowsky, a member of a family 
with deep and storied Florida roots. 
Upon his death, under the guidance 
of The Nature Conservancy, the 
island was donated to the National 
Wildlife Refuge system, with the in-
tention of it becoming a backcountry 
research station. Hedden’s images 
document the shift in Ballast Key’s 
gravity, as the arc of its story switch-
es from the human to the wild.

For well over a year, against a 
backdrop of headlines consumed 
by the pandemic, Ohio-based print-
maker Nicholas Hill has scanned 
the paper each day for people 
glimpsed in the backgrounds of 
news photos, then foregrounded 
them as raw, brush-and-ink draw-
ings across the paper’s surface. 

You’ve heard of the craft 
beer movement, artisanal 
balsamic vinegar and 
elaborate olive oil. Now add 

soy sauce to the list of products 
that get better with time and when 
produced in small batches.

Grant Portier, chef and co-own-
er of Poké in the Rear on Angela 
Street, recently found himself ex-
perimenting with some of the more 
distinctive drizzles of soy sauce 
and decided he had to share his 
discoveries.

The result? A seven-course 
craft soy sauce and sake pairing 
dinner at Poké in the Rear.

“Look at this. It’s black garlic soy 
sauce. These specialty sauces are 
becoming huge in Japan and once 
you try them, you’ll never go back 
to the red or green Kikkoman’s soy 
sauce that’s been in your fridge for 
years. I wanted to do something 
unique for a special foodie din-
ner, and these sauces were my 
inspiration,” Portier said while also 
showing off a perfectly marbled 
Japanese steak that will be one of 
the dinner courses. “These craft soy 
sauces are so flavorful, so com-
plex, it’s almost as if you’re tasting 
a wine, with all its layers. I’ve been 
letting our diners help themselves 
to this array of craft soy sauces and 
they’re hooked.”

Portier is not alone in his 
analysis. “There are 300 different 
aromas in soy sauce, apparently, a 
figure comparable to wine,” food 

POKÉ IN THE REAR 
HOSTS SPECIAL 
7-COURSE PAIRING 
DINNER

EXPLORE ‘SOUTH 
OF SOUTHERNMOST’ 
AND OTHERS AT 
THE STUDIOS

Numbering over 3,800 so far (with just 
a selection on view in Key West), “Pan-
demic Drawings” serve as a reminder 
of lives lost.

Known as an illustrator of chil-
dren’s books, with over 40 years of 
titles under his belt, Christopher Santo-
ro’s seemingly effortless range extends 
to elegant abstractions, witty design, 
and tightly rendered visual puns that 
just might make you snort with laugh-
ter. With titles including “Open the 
Barn Door,” “Open the Garage Door,” 
and “It’s Haunted!” Santoro has been 
honored by the Society of Illustrators, 
the American Institute of Graphic Arts, 
the American Library Association, and 
The New Yorker. “Dancing In A Tea 
Cup” is a selection of his incredibly 
diverse work.

Rounding out the January exhibi-
tions is the work of Ann Labriola, the 
sure-handed and well-loved director 
of fine arts at the College of the Florida 
Keys. Labriola is also one of the area’s 
strongest ceramicists, with a collection 
of recent work combining organic and 
abstract forms in her distinct style.

All four exhibitions will be on view 
Jan. 6-27 at The Studios of Key West, 
533 Eaton St. The galleries are free and 
open to the public Tuesday through 
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. More 
information is at tskw.org.

                                  — Contributed

writer Michael Booth explains in his 
exploration of soy sauce in Japan for 
saveur.com. 

The cutting-edge, seven-course 
dinner at Poké in the Rear will take 
place on Sunday, Jan. 9 from 6:30 to 
9:30 p.m. at Poké in the Rear.

“This is a dinner not to be 
missed,” Portier said. “We are taking 
off the gloves and showing what we 
can really do. Seven courses, each 
paired with a very special drink, talks 
by our soy sauce maker, music by 
Andrew Burelson and all around, a 
truly memorable night.”

Only 36 tickets are being sold, 
and only 16 were remaining as of Jan. 
4, he said.

The cost is $195 per person, 
which includes tax but not tip, Portier 
said.

Each course is perfectly paired 
with sake, Yamazaki single malt 
scotch or Grand Marnier Cuvée Cen-
tenaire, 100-year anniversary edition.

It all starts with a welcome drink, 
an elevated Lychee Martini created 
by Grant’s wife and business partner 
Jenn Stefanacci-Portier, who owns 
the adjacent 22&Co. Bar.

Then there’s an heirloom mush-
room, backfin crab and goat cheese 
roulade, fresh belon oysters topped 
with trout roe and ponzu, Key West 
pink shrimp with craft soy sauce 
and grilled white asparagus, Hawai-
ian moonfish sashimi, pan-seared 
Chilean sea bass with grilled, purple 
Japanese eggplant and steamed bok 
choy, Japanese Wagyu strip steak, 
seared and served atop a Himalayan 
salt block with white truffle parsnip 
puree and finally a candied pecan 
and golden raisin croissant bread 
pudding with the 100-year Grand 
Marnier.

Visit Poké in the Rear on Face-
book for reservations and prepare to 
have your tastes changed forever. 

‘Danza’ by Christopher Santoro

MANDY MILES
mandy@keysweekly.com
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AMENDED NOTICE OF SALE
(To amend the Notice of Sale recorded at OR Book 3137 Page 1311 in Monroe 
County, Florida to Amend the Sale Date to a “Business Day” as per Florida Statute 
721.855 (7)(a).)

To: All members of the general public including all persons on Exhibit “A”, record 
owners, their heirs, guardians and assigns, of the unit week(s) as showing thereon, 
all located in and governed by that certain:

Declaration of Condominium for FLORIDA BAY CLUB OF KEY LARGO, a condomini-
um, recorded in O.R. Book 871 at pages 1215, et seq. Public Records, Monroe 
County, Florida.

Based upon default in assessment payments and pursuant to the Claim of Lien 
filed by THE FLORIDA BAY CLUB CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION, INC., a Florida 
not-for-profit corporation, recorded at O.R. Book 3113, Page 1717, in the Public 
Records of Monroe County Florida.

UNIT  OWNER NAME  COOWNER NAME ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP DEFAULT AMOUNT              PER                
WEEK       YEAR DUE  DIEM

A01/31 David L. Brooks Mae L. Brooks 17310 NW 41st Ave Miami Gardens FL 33055 2020 $4,526.71 2.263355
A01/41 Francisco U. Espaillat Dionna Olexa Espaillat 1235 Crane Crest Way Orlando FL 32825 2020 $6,173.53 3.086765
A01/48 Don E. Drinkhahn Glenda E. Drinkhahn 423 Saddlebred Dr Pelzer SC 29669 2020 $6,173.53 3.086765
A09/44 Don E. Drinkhahn Glenda E. Drinkhahn 423 Saddlebred Dr Pelzer SC 29669 2020 $6,173.53 3.086765
A05/01 Joseph F. LaTorre Ruth Myers-LaTorre 311 Atlantic Ave  Atlantic City  NJ 08401 2020 $5,892.62 2.94631
A05/01 Charles R Nagel  Marjory Rayline Nagel  10155 S.E. 175th Ln Summerfield FL 34491 2020 $5,892.62 2.94631

Individuall & as Trustees of The Charles R. Nagel and Marjory Rayline Nagel Family Trust Under Trust Dated May 6, 1993      

A06/14 Robert Abernethy Wendy Abernethy  625 Maple Oak Cir #109 Altamonte  Springs FL 32701 2020 $4,526.71 2.263355
A07/49 Robert L. Abernethy  Wendy Abernethy  625 Maple Oak Cir #109 Altamonte Springs FL 32701 2020 $4,526.71 2.263355
A08/49 Robert Abernethy  Wendy Abernethy  625 Maple Oak Cir,  #109 Altomonte Springs  FL 32701 2018 $4,526.71 2.263355
A06/24 E. Ralph Foote Janet S.Foote 2726 E 132 2nd Pl Thorton CO 80241 2020 $5,171.49 2.585745
C02/02 Ralph Foote Janet S. Foote 2726 E 132 2nd PL Thorton  CO 80241 2020 $5,171.49 2.585745
C02/02 Jeffery A. Reed   5558 NW 200 Terr  Miami FL  33055 2020 $5,171.49 2.585745
A06/25 Michelle Blades  Risha Golby  PO Box 2752 Key West  FL 33045 2020 $6,173.53 3.086765
A06/25 Real Estate Restyle, LLC         
 a Flroida limited Liability Company        
A06/37 Guillermo Madero Teresa C. Madero 16078 Arcaro Ave Port Charlotte  FL 33954 2020 $4,526.79 2.263395
A07/46 Richard Black  Penny Black  251 NW 67th Ave Hollywood FL 33024 2019 $6,210.98 3.10549
A08/30 John W. Harrell Jr.   18360 SW 57th St Ft Lauderdale FL 33331 2020 $5,171.49 2.585745
A08/43 Maria Hjaltadottir  Holtsvegur 29 Garoabaer 210, Iceland   2020 $4,526.71 2.263355
B03/41 Maria Hjaltadottir  Holtsvegur 29 Garoabaer 210, Iceland   2020 $4,526.71 2.263355
B03/41 Judith S. Abell  12251 SW 191 Terrace Miami FL 33177 2020 $4,526.71 2.263355
A08/44 Willie D. Ragin  Gloria A. Ragin  PO Box 172235 Hialeah FL 33017 2020 $4,968.46 2.48423
A08/51 Richard Lovett Rosie Lovett 24355 SW 142 Ave Princeton  FL 33032 2018 $6,173.53 3.086765
A08/51 Florida Bay Club   103500 Overseas Highway Key Largo  FL 33037 2018 $6,173.53 3.086765
A08/51 David Sherman  Brenda Sherman  4470 NW 74th Ave Lauderhill FL 33319 2018 $6,173.53 3.086765
A08/51 Lynette Vaughn  718 New River Dr Jacksonville NC 28540 2018 $6,173.53 3.086765
A09/12 Alfio Cavallaro Nancy S. Cavallaro  18475 SW 280 ST Homestead FL 33031 2018 $6,173.53 3.086765
C01/47 Alfio Cavallaro Nancy S. Cavallaro 18475 SW 280th St Homestead FL 33031 2020 $6,173.53 3.086765
A09/16 Weston Rocheford Becky Rocheford 2979 Las Calinas Blvd St Augustine FL 32095 2019 $6,273.53 3.136765
A10/15 Magnus Kristjansson Jonina Kristjansdottir Reynilundur 5 210 Gardabaer, Iceland   2020 $5,128.98 2.56449
A10/15 Malcolm R. Becker Dorothy Becker 4570 Young Rd. Waldorf MD 20601 2020 $5,128.98 2.56449
B01/17 Magnus Kristjansson Jonina Kristjansdottir Reynilundur 5 210 Gardabaer, Iceland   2020 $6,173.53 3.086765
B01/17 Alex T. Hayes Thongchua M. Hayes 206 Martha St.  Clanton AL 35045 2020 $6,173.53 3.086765
 Alan Hayes Rachel Hayes       
B02/37 Magnus Kristjansson Jonina Kristjansdottir Reynilundur 5 210 Gardabaer, Iceland   2020 $6,173.53 3.086765
B05/02 Magnus Kristjansson Jonina Kristjansdottir Reynilundur 5 210 Gardabaer, Iceland   2020 $6,173.53 3.086765
A10/34 Todd Dambach Natalia Dambach 3211 11th Ave N.  Saint Petersburg FL 33713 2020 $4,606.89 2.303445
B01/10 Merrick A. Pavlick Helen L. Pavlick 5550 Painted Mirage Rd. Ste320 Las Vegas NV 89149 2020 $6,173.53 3.086765
B01/10 James M. Patton Gudrun M. Patton 16040 SW 103rd Pl Miami FL 33157 2020 $6,173.53 3.086765
B01/10 Time No More, Inc a Georgia Corporation  PO Box 138  Cleveland GA 30528 2020 $6,173.53 3.086765
B01/10 Timetravel Traders, Inc.  a New Jersey corporation 52 Waverly Pl Matawan NJ 07747 2020 $6,173.53 3.086765
B01/11 Mitzi H. Hopper  2640 S 6th St #D Springfield  IL 62703 2020 $4,345.01 2.172505
B01/30 Odila Costa  2126 B Pierce St. Hollywood FL 33020 2020 $4,526.71 2.263355
B01/30 Norberto Perez-Urria  815 W 69 Pl. Hialeah FL 33014 2020 $4,526.71 2.263355
B01/31 Juan Villalobos Rosa Villalobos 1001 SW 100 Court Miami FL 33174 2020 $6,173.53 3.086765
B02/06 Timothy Henderson  Susan Henderson  1703 Oak Hill Rd Bryant  AR 72022 2020 $6,173.53 3.086765
B02/06 Harold J. Starling   10101 NW 26th Ave.  Miami FL 33147 2020 $6,173.53 3.086765
B02/22 Thomas P. Cason Sr. Lynne R. Cason 5150 Cypress Links Blvd Elkton FL 32033 2020 $6,173.53 3.086765
 Thomas P. Cason Jr.         
B02/22 Samuel  A. Stanley  Patricia A. Stanley  1981 NW 180 St.  Miami FL 33056 2020 $6,173.53 3.086765
B02/51 John M. Rodriguez Wendy M. Rodriguez 16 Robert Ave Salem NH 03079 2020 $6,173.53 3.086765
B02/51 Joseph N. Provost  35 Morningside Dr. Wilmington MA 01887 2020 $6,173.53 3.086765
B03/51 Thomas M. Patience  232 Dalton Dr Raleigh NC 27615 2020 $4,849.10 2.42455
B04/17 Rubbie L. Laughlin Jr. Dorothy H. Laughlin 19841 NE Miami Ct Miami FL 33179 2020 $6,173.53 3.086765
B05/08 Mark E. Franklin Nancy L. Franklin  17003 Longleaf Dr Bowie MD 20716 2020 $5,098.08 2.54904
B05/10 Juan Ly Carmen R. Ly  2612 SW 32nd Ave Miami FL 33133 2020 $5,171.49 2.585745
B05/18 Sherry Lynn Rorabaugh  152 Villiage Green Ave  Jacksonville FL 32259 2020 $6,173.53 3.086765
B06/26 Grace M. Sita   100 Mountain View Dr Clifton NJ 07013 2020 $6,173.53 3.086765
B06/33 Enrique M. Fueyo  Elizabeth Fueyo 3312 W Knights Ave Tampa FL 33611 2020 $6,173.53 3.086765
B06/51 Melvin H. Rosenthal Arlene R. Rosenthal  3437 36th St N. St. Petersburg FL 33713 2020 $6,173.53 3.086765
C01/14 Juanita Jones  Debra Recupero 11394 SW 226th St Goulds FL 33170 2020 $6,173.53 3.086765
C01/29 Roberta J. Beasley  19615 119th Ave Saint Albans NY 11412 2020 $4,849.10 2.42455
C02/52 James E. Hauser Charlene E. Hauser 6800 SW 40th St , #360 Miami FL 33155 2019 $7,192.93 3.596465
 Estate of Charlene Hauser         

STAACK, SIMMS & REIGHARD, PLLC, d/b/a TIMESHARE TRUSTEE™ WILL CONDUCT A SALE OF 
EACH AND EVERY UNIT WEEK LISTED ON THE ATTACHED EXHIBIT “A” BEGINNING AT 11:00 A.M. 
ON JANUARY 31, 2022 AT: 103500 Overseas Hwy, Key Largo, Florida 33037.

Obligors and junior lienholders showing on Exhibit “A” may cure the default and redeem the 
timeshare interest by paying the amounts secured by the Association’s lien on their unit week(s) 
as reflected in Exhibit “A” together with trustee’s fees and interest through the date of payment 
in cash or certified funds to TIMESHARE TRUSTEE™ at any time prior to the issuance of the Certifi-
cate of Sale on the above date.

GOVERN YOURSELVES ACCORDINGLY.

STAACK, SIMMS & REIGHARD PLLC, d/b/a
TIMESHARE TRUSTEE™
900 DREW STREET, SUITE 1
CLEARWATER, FL 33755
PHONE: (727) 441-2635
FAX: (727) 461-4836
Website:www.staacklaw.com
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LEGAL  NOTICES LEGAL  NOTICES 

FICTITIOUS NAME 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
the undersigned, desiring to 
engage in business under the 
fictitious name of ProDive Elite 
located at 833 Bonito Lane, Unit 
2, Key Largo, FL 33037, intends 
to register said name with the 
Florida Department of State, 
Tallahassee, Florida. 
By: ProDive Elite Instruction LLC 
Publish: 
January 6, 2022 
The Weekly Newspapers 

 
FICTITIOUS NAME 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
the undersigned, desiring 
to engage in business under 
the fictitious name of A1 
Keyscapes located at 106003 
Overseas Highway, Apt. 903, 
Key Largo, FL 33037, intends 
to register said name with the 
Florida Department of State, 
Tallahassee, Florida. 
By: Adan Perez 
Publish: 
January 6, 2022 
The Weekly Newspapers 

 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE  
U-HAUL COMPANY OF MIAMI 
Notice is here by given that on 
January 24th, 2022, Leonard 
Richford Jr. Storage Auctioneer, 
Executive Administrator for 
U-Haul Company of Miami, Will 
be offering for sale under the 
Judicial Lien Process, By Public 
Auction, the following storage 
units. The Terms of the sale will 
be cash only. U-Haul Company 
does reserve the right to refuse 
any bids. The sales will Begin at 
8:00 a.m. and continue day by 
day until all units are sold. The 
names of whose units will be 
sold are as follows:  
103530 Overseas Highway, Key 
Largo, FL. 33037. Names And 
Last Known Addresses are as 
Follows: 
Incorporated Football League 
Unit 1736 
$1,254.05 
Marc Baron 
Unit 1028 
$675.65 
Christina Steele 
Unit 1440 
$1,010.70 
William Parent 
Unit 1165 
$1,390.88 
William Parent 
Unit 1425 
$3,032.55 
Publish:  
January 6 & 13, 2022 
The Weekly Newspapers 

 
ADOPTION OF COUNTY 
ORDINANCE 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN TO 
WHOM IT MAY CONCERN that 
on January 21, 2022, at 1:30 
P.M., or as soon thereafter as 
the matter may be heard, at the 
Monroe County Government 
Center, 2798 Overseas Hwy., 
Marathon, Florida, the Board 
of County Commissioners of 
Monroe County, Florida, intends 
to consider adopting the 
following ordinance: 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD 
OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
OF MONROE COUNTY, FLORIDA, 
AMENDING ARTICLE VII. OF 
CHAPTER 2 OF THE MONROE 
COUNTY CODE, AMENDING 
ARTICLE VII TITLE FROM LAND 
ACQUISITION PROGRAM 
TO LAND ACQUISITION 
AND DISPOSITION (RESALE) 
PROGRAM, CREATING 
DIVISION 1. MONROE COUNTY 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN LAND 
AUTHORITY, MAINTAINING 
SECTION 2-395 THROUGH 2-407, 
RESERVING SECTION 2-408 
THROUGH 2-415, CREATING 
DIVISION 2. CONTIGUOUS 
DISPOSITION (RESALE) 
PROGRAM, CREATING SECTIONS 
2-416 THROUGH 2-418 
PRESCRIBING DISPOSITION 
STANDARDS AND PROCEDURES 
TO BE USED IN CONVEYING 
DEED RESTRICTED REAL 
PROPERTY TO CONTIGUOUS 

PROPERTY OWNERS, RESERVING 
SECTION 2-418 THROUGH 
2-420, CREATING DIVISION 3. 
NEIGHBORHOOD DISPOSITION 
(RESALE) PROGRAM, 
CREATING SECTIONS 2-421 
THROUGH 2-422 PRESCRIBING 
DISPOSITION STANDARDS AND 
PROCEDURES TO BE USED IN 
CONVEYING DEED RESTRICTED 
REAL PROPERTY TO PROPERTY 
OWNERS ASSOCIATIONS, 
CREATING SECTION 2-423 
REVENUE, INDICATING WHERE 
SALE PROCEEDS WILL BE 
DEPOSITED, RESERVING 
SECTIONS 2-424 THROUGH 
2-427, CREATING DISPOSITION 
PROGRAMS UNDER THE 
COUNTY’S DENSITY REDUCTION 
ACQUISITION PROGRAM; 
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 
PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF 
CONFLICTING PROVISIONS; 
PROVIDING FOR AMENDMENT 
TO AND INCORPORATION IN 
THE MONROE COUNTY CODE 
OF ORDINANCES; PROVIDING 
FOR TRANSMITTAL TO THE 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE AND 
FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.  
The public can participate in 
the January 21, 2022, meeting 
of the Board of County 
Commissioners of Monroe 
County, FL by attending in 
person or via Communication 
Media Technology (“CMT”) 
using a Zoom Webinar platform 
by following the detailed 
instructions below.  The 
public is strongly encouraged 
to watch the meeting on 
Monroe County’s MCTV on 
Comcast Channel 76, AT&T 
U-verse Channel 99 or on the 
County’s web portal @ http://
monroecountyfl.iqm2.com /
Citizens/Default.aspx. Simply 
select the “Watch Live” banner 
to view the live meeting with 
live closed-captioning on an 
integrated page that includes 
the Agenda and Agenda 
Backup. 
If a citizen has a Roku device, 
they can search for and add 
“MCTV” to their personal lineup.  
Monroe County’s “MCTV” is 
also provided via the Monroe 
County mobile apps for iOS 
and Android and through 
our streaming web portal @ 
https://monroe-fl.vod.castus.tv/
vod/?live=ch1&nav=live.  
Citizens can listen to audio-only 
from their phones by dialing 
(646) 518-9805 or (669) 900-
6833 and, when prompted, 
enter the Webinar ID 871 5570 
8442 followed by the # key. 
The public can comment during 
the live Public Hearing either by 
phoning in or by connecting to 
the live Zoom webinar link using 
the following instructions:  
a) To comment on an item by 
phone:  Dial (646) 518-9805 
or (669) 900-6833 and, when 
prompted, enter the Webinar ID 
871 5570 8442 followed by the # 
key, then *9 to “Raise your Hand” 
to be recognized by the Zoom 
webinar host. 
b) To comment on an item 
using the live Zoom webinar 
link:  Open this live Zoom 
webinar link @ https://www.
monroecounty-fl.gov /
BOCCMeetingJan21(that also 
appears in both the published 
Agenda and Agenda Packet). 
When prompted, enter your 
email address and name to join 
the webinar. When the Mayor 
calls for speakers on the item(s) 
on which you wish to comment, 
or when the Board is nearing 
your item(s) as the meeting 
progresses, select the “Raised 
Hand” feature that appears 
at the bottom of the Zoom 
webinar screen to be recognized 
by the Zoom webinar host. 
The Zoom webinar host will 
request the item # on which you 
wish to speak and enable your 
participation when the Mayor 
calls for public speakers on your 
item.  To report problems with 
the broadcast or participation 
in the Zoom webinar, please call 
(305) 872-8831. 
Pursuant to Section 286.0105, 
Florida Statutes, notice is 

given that if a person decides 
to appeal any decision made 
by the Board with respect 
to any matter considered at 
such hearings or meetings, 
he will need a record of the 
proceedings, and that, for such 
purpose, he may need to ensure 
that a verbatim record of the 
proceedings is made, which 
record includes the testimony 
and evidence upon which the 
appeal is to be based. 
ADA ASSISTANCE:  If you are a 
person with a disability who 
needs special accommodations 
in order to participate in this 
proceeding, please contact 
the County Administrator’s 
Office, by phoning (305) 292-
4441, between the hours of 
8:30a.m.—5:00p.m., prior to the 
scheduled meeting; if you are 
hearing or voice-impaired, call 
“711”. Live Closed-Captioning 
is available via our web portal 
@ http://monroecountyfl.iqm2.
com/Citizens/Default.aspx for 
meetings of the Monroe County 
Board of County Commissioners. 
Dated at Key West, Florida, this 
6th day of December, 2021. 
KEVIN MADOK, Clerk of the 
Circuit Court and 
ex officio Clerk of the Board 
of County Commissioners of 
Monroe County, Florida 
Publish: 
January 6, 2022 
The Weekly Newspapers 

 
NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR 
COMPETITIVE SOLICITATIONS 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
on Tuesday, February 22, 2022, 
at 3:00 P.M., the Monroe County 
Purchasing Office will receive 
and open sealed responses for 
the following: 
EAST MARTELLO ROOF PHASE II 
MONROE COUNTY, FLORIDA 
Pursuant to F.S. § 50.0211(3)
(a), all published competitive 
solicitation notices can 
be viewed at:  www.
floridapublicnotices.com, a 
searchable Statewide repository 
for all published legal notices. 
Requirements for submission 
and the selection criteria may be 
requested from DemandStar by 
Onvia at www.demandstar.com 
OR www.monroecountybids.
com. The Public Record is 
available upon request. 
In response to Covid-19, the 
Monroe County Purchasing 
Department has implemented 
a new electronic process 
for reviewing and opening 
sealed bids. Monroe County 
is committed to continuing to 
receive and process competitive 
solicitations while maintaining 
the health and safety of our 
employees and those who 
attend bid openings.  Please do 
not mail or attempt to deliver in 
person any sealed bids. Mailed/
physically delivered bids/
proposal/responses WILL NOT 
be accepted.  
The Monroe County Purchasing 
Department hereby directs that 
bids be submitted via email to:  
OMB-BIDS@monroecounty-fl.
gov, no later than 3:00 P.M. 
on February 22, 2022. Please 
submit your confidential 
financial information in a 
SEPARATE EMAIL from your bid 
and required documents. Your 
subject line on both emails must 
read as follows: 
East Martello Roof Phase II 
02/22/2022 
Files that do not contain this 
subject line WILL BE REJECTED. 
Please note that the maximum 
file size that will be accepted 
by email is 25MB. Please plan 
accordingly to ensure that your 
bid is not rejected due to the file 
size. Should your bid documents 
exceed 25MB or otherwise be 
rejected or undeliverable to 
OMB-BIDS@monroecounty-fl.
gov, in advance of the bid 
opening, please email:  omb-
purchasing@monroecounty-fl.
gov so accommodations for 
delivery of your bid can be 
made prior to the bid opening. 
Please be advised that it is the 

bidder’s sole responsibility to 
ensure delivery of their bid and 
waiting until the bid opening 
to address or confirm your bid 
submission delivery will result in 
your bid being rejected.  
The bid opening for this 
solicitation will be held virtually, 
via the internet, at 3:00 P.M., on 
February 22, 2022. You may call 
in by phone or internet using 
the following:  
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://mcbocc.zoom.
us/j/4509326156  
Meeting ID:  4509326156 
One tap mobile: 
+16465189805,,4509326156# 
US (New York) 
+16699006833,,4509326156# 
US (San Jose) 
Dial by your location: 
+1 646 518 9805 US (New York) 
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
Publish: 
January 6, 2022 
The Weekly Newspapers 

 
NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR 
COMPETITIVE SOLICITATIONS 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on 
Wednesday, February 23, 2022, 
at 3:00 P.M., the Monroe County 
Purchasing Office will receive 
and open sealed responses for 
the following: 
EAST MARTELLO FORT MUSEUM 
DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS 
PHASE III 
MONROE COUNTY, FLORIDA 
Pursuant to F.S. § 50.0211(3)
(a), all published competitive 
solicitation notices can 
be viewed at:  www.
floridapublicnotices.com, a 
searchable Statewide repository 
for all published legal notices. 
Requirements for submission 
and the selection criteria may be 
requested from DemandStar by 
Onvia at www.demandstar.com 
OR www.monroecountybids.
com. The Public Record is 
available upon request. 
In response to Covid-19, the 
Monroe County Purchasing 
Department has implemented 
a new electronic process 
for reviewing and opening 
sealed bids. Monroe County 
is committed to continuing to 
receive and process competitive 
solicitations while maintaining 
the health and safety of our 
employees and those who 
attend bid openings. Please do 
not mail or attempt to deliver in 
person any sealed bids.  Mailed/
physically delivered bids/
proposal/responses WILL NOT 
be accepted.  
The Monroe County Purchasing 
Department hereby directs that 
bids be submitted via email to:  
OMB-BIDS@monroecounty-fl.
gov, no later than 3:00 P.M. 
on February 23, 2022. Please 
submit your confidential 
financial information in a 
SEPARATE EMAIL from your bid 
and required documents. Your 
subject line on both emails must 
read as follows: 
East Martello Fort Museum 
Drainage Improvements Phase 
III 02/23/2022 
Files that do not contain this 
subject line WILL BE REJECTED. 
Please note that the maximum 
file size that will be accepted 
by email is 25MB. Please plan 
accordingly to ensure that 
your bid is not rejected due 
to the file size.  Should your 
bid documents exceed 25MB 
or otherwise be rejected or 
undeliverable to OMB-BIDS@
monroecounty-fl.gov, in 
advance of the bid opening, 
please email: omb-purchasing@
monroecounty-fl.gov so 
accommodations for delivery 
of your bid can be made prior 
to the bid opening. Please be 
advised that it is the bidder’s 
sole responsibility to ensure 
delivery of their bid and waiting 
until the bid opening to address 
or confirm your bid submission 
delivery will result in your bid 
being rejected.  
The bid opening for this 
solicitation will be held virtually, 
via the internet, at 3:00 P.M., on 

February 23, 2022.  You may call 
in by phone or internet using 
the following:  
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://mcbocc.zoom.
us/j/4509326156  
Meeting ID:  4509326156 
One tap mobile: 
+16465189805,,4509326156# 
US (New York) 
+16699006833,,4509326156# 
US (San Jose) 
Dial by your location: 
+1 646 518 9805 US (New York) 
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
Publish: 
January 6, 2022 
The Weekly Newspapers 

 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE SIXTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
IN AND FOR 
MONROE COUNTY, 
FLORIDA 
PROBATE DIVISION 
CASE NO.: 21-CP-000076-P 
IN RE: ESTATE OF 
EUGENE O. EHRENKAUFER, 
Deceased. 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
The administration of the estate 
of EUGENE O. EHRENKAUFER, 
deceased, whose date of 
death was January 24, 2021, 
is pending in the Circuit Court 
for Monroe County, Florida, 
Probate Division, the address 
of which is Plantation Key 
Government Center, 88820 
Overseas Highway, Plantation 
Key, FL 33070. The names and 
addresses of the personal 
representative and the personal 
representative’s attorney are set 
forth below. 
All creditors of the decedent 
and other persons having claims 
or demands against decedent’s 
estate on whom a copy of this 
notice is required to be served 
must file their claims with this 
court ON OR BEFORE THE LATER 
OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE TIME 
OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF 
THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER 
THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A 
COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM. 
All other creditors of the 
decedent and other persons 
having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate 
must file their claims with 
this court WITHIN 3 MONTHS 
AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST 
PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.  
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN 
THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH 
IN FLORIDA STATUTES SECTION 
733.702 WILL BE FOREVER 
BARRED. NOTWITHSTANDING 
THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH 
ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED TWO 
(2) YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE 
DECEDENT’S DATE OF DEATH IS 
BARRED. 
The date of first publication 
of this notice is: December 30, 
2021. 
Personal Representative: 
Eugene O. Ehrenkaufer, Jr. 
2888 Spring Dr. 
Middleburg, FL 32068 
Attorney for Personal 
Representative:  
VICTORIA MIRANDA, ESQUIRE 
Florida Bar No. 1015363 
E-Mail: VMiranda@HLYlaw.com 
JAMES S. LUPINO, ESQUIRE 
Florida Bar No. 244481 
E-Mail: JLupino@HLYlaw.com 
HERSHOFF, LUPINO & YAGEL, LLP 
9350 S Dixie Highway, Suite 
1470 
Miami, FL 33156; and 
88539 Overseas Highway 
Tavernier, FL 33070 
Publish: 
December 30, 2021 & January 
6, 2022 
The Weekly Newspapers 

 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE 16TH  
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
IN AND FOR  
MONROE COUNTY, 
FLORIDA 
PROBATE DIVISION 
FILE NO.: 21-CP-000054-P 
IN RE: ESTATE OF 
DANIEL FLEURY 
Deceased. 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
The administration of the estate 
of DANIEL FLEURY, deceased, 
whose date of death was 
January 10, 2021, and whose 
last four digits of his social 
security number are NONE, is 
pending in the Circuit Court for 
Monroe County, Florida, Probate 
Division, the address of which 
is 88820 Overseas Highway, 
Plantation Key, FL 33070. The 
names and addresses of the 
personal representative and 
the personal representative’s 
attorney are set forth below. 
All creditors of the decedent 
and other persons having claims 
or demands against decedent’s 
estate on whom a copy of this 
notice is required to be served 
must file their claims with this 
court WITHIN THE LATER OF 3 
MONTHS AFTER THE TIME OF 
THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS 
NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE 
DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF 
THIS NOTICE ON THEM. 
All other creditors of the 
decedent and other persons 
having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate 
must file their claims with 
this court WITHIN 3 MONTHS 
AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST 
PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE. 
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN 
THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH 
IN SECTION 733.702 OF THE 
FLORIDA PROBATE CODE WILL 
BE FOREVER BARRED.  
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME 
PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, 
ANY CLAIM FILED TWO (2) 
YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE 
DECEDENT’S DATE OF DEATH IS 
BARRED. 
The date of first publication of 
this notice is January 6, 2022. 
Personal Representative: 
Marc Jean Jose Fleury 
3344 Peachtree Road 
Sovereign Unit 4301 
Atlanta, GA 30326 
Attorney for Personal 
Representative: 
Mauricio D. Rivero, Esq. 
Florida Bar No: 21951 
Rivero & Hernandez PLLC 
2600 S. Douglas Road, Suite 801 
Coral Gables, FL 33134 
Telephone: 786-269-0189 
Primary email: Mauricio@
rhtaxlaw.com 
Secondary email: pilar@
rhtaxlaw.com 
Publish: 
January 6 & 13, 2022 
The Weekly Newspapers 

 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
SIXTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
IN AND FOR 
MONROE COUNTY, FLORIDA 
PROBATE DIVISION  
CASE NO: 21-CP-000084-P 
IN RE:  THE ESTATE OF 
JOHN KRISCIUNAS 
Deceased 
NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION 
AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
The administration of the 
estate of John Krisciunas, Case 
Number 2021-CP-000084-P, is 
pending in the Circuit Court for 
Monroe County, Florida, Probate 
Division, the address of which 
is 88820 Overseas Highway, 
Tavernier, FL 33070. The names 
and addresses of the personal 
representative and the personal 
representative’s attorney are set 
forth below. 
ALL INTERESTED PERSONS ARE 
NOTIFIED THAT: 
(1) the name and address of 
the personal representative 
and the name and address of 
the personal representative’s 
attorney, and that the fiduciary 
lawyer-client privilege in section 
90.5021, Florida Statutes, 
applies with respect to the 
personal representative and 
any attorney employed by the 
personal representative;  
(2) that any interested person 
on whom a copy of the notice 
of administration is served 
must file, on or before the 
date that is 3 months after the 
date of service of a copy of 
the notice of administration 
on that person any objection 

that challenges the validity 
of the will, the venue, or the 
jurisdiction of the court. The 
3-month time period may 
only be extended for estoppel 
based upon a misstatement 
by the personal representative 
regarding the time period 
within which an objection 
must be filed. The time period 
may not be extended for 
any other reason, including 
affirmative representation, 
failure to disclose information, 
or misconduct by the personal 
representative or any other 
person. Unless sooner barred 
by section 733.212(3), Florida 
Statutes, all objections to the 
validity of a will, venue, or 
the jurisdiction of the court 
must be filed no later than 
the earlier of the entry of an 
order of final discharge of the 
personal representative, or 1 
year after service of the notice 
of administration;  
(3) the persons who may be 
entitled to exempt property 
under section 732.402, Florida 
Statutes, will be deemed to 
have waived their rights to 
claim that property as exempt 
property unless a petition 
for determination of exempt 
property is filed by such persons 
or on their behalf on or before 
the later of the date that is 4 
months after the date of service 
of a copy of the notice of 
administration on such persons 
or the date that is 40 days 
after the date of termination 
of any proceedings involving 
the construction, admission to 
probate, or validity of the will 
or involving any other matter 
affecting any part of the exempt 
property; and  
(4) that an election to take an 
elective share must be filed on 
or before the earlier of the date 
that is 6 months after the date of 
service of a copy of the notice of 
administration on the surviving 
spouse, an agent under chapter 
709, Florida Statutes, or a 
guardian of the property of the 
surviving spouse; or the date 
that is 2 years after the date of 
the decedent’s death.  
All persons on whom this notice 
is served who have objections 
that challenge the validity of 
the will, the qualifications of 
the personal representative(s), 
venue or jurisdiction of this 
court are required to file their 
objections with this Court 
WITHIN THE LATER OF THREE 
MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF 
THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS 
NOTICE OR THIRTY DAYS AFTER 
THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A 
COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM. 
All creditors of the decedent 
and other persons having claims 
or demands against decedent’s 
estate on whom a copy of 
this notice has been served 
must file their claims with this 
court WITHIN THE LATTER OF 3 
MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF 
THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS 
NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE 
TIME OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF 
THIS NOTICE ON THEM. 
All other creditors of the 
decedent and other persons 
having claims or demands 
against the decedent’s estate 
must file their claims with 
this court WITHIN 3 MONTHS 
AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST 
PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE. 
ALL CLAIMS NOT SO FILED WILL 
BE FOREVER BARRED. 
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME 
PERIOD SET FORTH ABOVE ANY 
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR 
MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT’S 
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED. 
The date of the first publication 
of this notice is January 6, 2022. 
Personal Representative: 
Catrina Krisciunas 
315 Arabian Circle 
Willowbrook, Ill 60527 
Attorney for Personal 
Representative: 
Dorothy V. Maier. Esq. 
Florida Bar No: 338176 
Dorothy V. Maier, PA 
435 South Ridgewood Avenue 
Suite 101 

LEGAL  NOTICES LEGAL  NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL  NOTICES LEGAL  NOTICES 
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE  
SIXTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, 
IN AND FOR 
MONROE COUNTY, FLORIDA 
CASE NO.: 21-DR-000538-K 
DIVISION: FAMILY 
IN RE: THE MARRIAGE OF: 
NANCY INGRAM, 
Petitioner/Wife, 
and, 
ABRAHAM PERETZ, 
Respondent/Husband. 
NOTICE OF ACTION FOR 
DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE 
(NO CHILD OR FINANCIAL 
SUPPORT) 
TO: ABRAHAM PERETZ 
LAST KNOWN ADDRESS: 
SUNSET MARINA, 5555 
COLLEGE ROAD, LOBSTER 16 
DOCK 
KEY WEST, FLORIDA 33040 
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that 
an action for dissolution 
of marriage has been filed 
against you and that you are 
required to serve a copy of 
your written defenses, if any, 
to it on Samuel J. Kaufman, 
Esq., Law Offices of Samuel J. 
Kaufman, P.A., whose address 
is 3130 Northside Drive, Key 
West, Florida 33040 on or 
before January 24, 2022, and 
file the original with the clerk 
of this Court at: 500 Whitehead 
Street, Key West, FL 33040, 
before service on Petitioner 
or immediately thereafter. 
If you fail to do so, a default 
may be entered against you 
for the relief demanded in the 
petition. 
The action is asking the court 
to decide how the following 
real or personal property 
should be divided: NONE 
Copies of all court documents 
in this case, including orders, 
are available at the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court’s office. You may 
review these documents upon 
request. 
You must keep the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court’s office notified 
of your current address. 
(You may file Designation of 
Current Mailing and E-Mail 
Address, Florida Supreme 
Court Approved Family Law 
Form 12.915.) Future papers in 
this lawsuit will be mailed or 
e-mailed to the address(es) on 
record at the clerk’s office. 
WARNING:  Rule 12.285, 
Florida Family Law Rules of 
Procedure, requires certain 
automatic disclosure of 
documents and information. 
Failure to comply can result in 
sanctions, including dismissal 
or striking of pleadings. 
Dated: December 23, 2021 
Kevin Madok, CPA 
Clerk of the Circuit Court 
Monroe County, Florida 
By: Riza Hall 
Deputy Clerk 
Publish:  
December 23 & 30, 2021 and 
January 6 & 13, 2022 
The Weekly Newspapers 

 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE  
SIXTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, 
IN AND FOR 
MONROE COUNTY, FLORIDA 
CASE NO.: 21-DR-000305-K 
DIVISION: FAMILY 
IN RE: THE MATTER OF: 
GUSTAVO PEREZ RAMIREZ 
Petitioner, 
And, 
DELIA MARIBEL URIZAR OXOM, 
Respondent. 
NOTICE OF ACTION FOR 
PUBLICATION 
TO: DELIA MARIBEL URIZAR 
OXOM 
ADDRESS UNKNOWN 
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that 
an action for Petition for 
Dissolution of Marriage has 
been filed against you and 

that you are required to 
serve a copy of your written 
defenses, if any, to it on, 
Attorney for Petitioner, Ashley 
Benitez, Esq., and the Law 
Office of Alex Hanna, P.A., 8700 
West Flagler Street, Suite 380, 
Miami, Florida 33174, on or 
before January 17, 2022, and 
file the original with the clerk 
of this Court at: 500 Whitehead 
Street, Key West, FL 33040, 
before service on Respondent 
or immediately thereafter. 
If you fail to do so, a default 
may be entered against you 
for the relief demanded in the 
petition. 
Copies of all court documents 
in this case, including orders, 
are available at the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court’s office. You may 
review these documents upon 
request. 
You must keep the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court’s office notified 
of your current address. 
(You may file Designation of 
Current Mailing and E-Mail 
Address, Florida Supreme 
Court Approved Family Law 
Form 12.915.) Future papers in 
this lawsuit will be mailed or 
e-mailed to the address(es) on 
record at the clerk’s office. 
WARNING:  Rule 12.285, 
Florida Family Law Rules of 
Procedure, requires certain 
automatic disclosure of 
documents and information. 
Failure to comply can result in 
sanctions, including dismissal 
or striking of pleadings. 
Dated: December 10, 2021 
Kevin Madok, CPA 
Clerk of the Circuit Court 
Monroe County, Florida 
By: Riza Hall 
Deputy Clerk 
Publish:  
December 16, 23, 30, 2021 and 
January 6, 2022 
The Weekly Newspapers 

 
    AUTOS  WANTED 

 

ALL YEARS!  
Junk or Used.  
Cars - Vans - Trucks-  
Running or Not.  
$CASH$  305-332-0483 

 
  BOATS  FOR  SALE 

 

Place your BOAT  
FOR SALE ad here. Only 
$25.00/week for up to five 
lines of copy. Call 305-743-
0844 today! 

 
   EMPLOYMENT 

Boat rental company 
in Marathon needs 
mechanic. Boat experience 
a plus. Call 305-481-7006 

 
Immediate job opening 
for part-time Housekeeper 
in Key Colony Beach. Mostly 
weekends. Will offer top 
pay for right person. Call 
Continental Inn Beachside  
Michelle 952-208-2850 
Cheryl 305-505-8747 

 
Help Wanted - 
Big Time Discount 
Bait and Tackle in 
Marathon- competitive 
wages and working 30-
40 hrs a week. Contact 
George 305-289-0199 

 
Immediate openings for 
experienced plumbers and 
helpers (with or without  
experience - we will 
train the right person).  
Must have a valid driver's 
license & clean driving record. 
Please apply in person at 
10700 5th Avenue Gulf, 
Marathon or email resume 
to: eerpinc@gmail.com 

Kelly Electric in Marathon 
looking for experienced 
Journeyman/Elec tr ic ian. 
Please send resume to 
Kelly6098@aol.com or 
call Bill at 305-743-7098 

City of Marathon  
Current Job Openings:  
Public Works Fleet Mechanic, 
Utilities Field Engineer and 
Marina Technician/Pump 
Out Captain. Full Benefits. 
EOE Please see City website 
for details www.ci.marathon.
fl.us

 
Food for Thought in  
Marathon is hiring! FT and PT 
positions available, customer 
service, retail and kitchen 
prep. Healthy lifestyle 
and good sense of humor 
preferred. Call (305) 743-3297 

 
Come Join Our Family  
and Have Fun At Work! 
Hiring: Host, Hostess &  
Servers - Full &/or part-
time. AM & PM Shifts. 
Apply in person at 
Castaway Restaurant, end 
of 15th Street, Oceanside, 
Marathon or email: 
lobstercrawl@gmail .com 

 
NOW HIRING: Sweet  
Savannah's is now hiring 
for Front Counter positions 
- temporary or year round. 
Great pay, incentives, tips 
and of course delicious 
treats! Also hiring Bakers & 
Baker's Assistants - full or 
part time. Stop by for an 
application at 8919 Overseas 
Highway, Marathon. 

 
The Marathon Yacht 
Club is looking to hire a 
Dishwasher. $13/hr - 30-36 
hrs/week. Call 305-743-6739 
to schedule an interview. 

The Marathon Yacht  
Club is looking to hire a 
FOH Manager. Friendly 
atmosphere. Private club. 
Salary + share in tip pool. 
Responsible for managing 
wait and bar staff, ordering 
and inventorying bar 
supplies and serving at 
times.Call 305-743-6739 
to schedule an interview. 

 
The Marathon Yacht Club 
is looking to hire a part-time 
Bookkeeper 16-20 hours 
per week. Bookkeeping 
experience required. 
Additional office duties 
required. Call 305-743-6739 
to schedule an interview. 

 
Charter Captain  
/Mate - Busy fishing charter 
business in Marathon 
looking for experienced 
fishing Captain/Mate. Busy 
boats and location. Offshore, 
Inshore, Reef/Wreck. Also 
part-time Boat Cleaner 
needed for afternoons. Send 
text or call 305-481-3259 

 
Fl Keys Diesel - Marathon 
now hiring: Diesel 
Technician -Competitive 
compensation package. Exp 
in the marine field preferred 
but not necessary. Exp w/  
Caterpillar and Cummins 
Marine Engines a plus. 
Diesel Mechanic Assistant 
position available. Motivated  
candidate willing to 
learn a new trade or 
expand current skills. 
Company willing to train.  
Qualified applicants please 
call 305-289-2070 or email 
resume to neil@allkeysdiesel.
com . Drug Free and valid 
Drivers License a must.. 

 
 
 

PRIVATE COLLECTOR  
WANTS Rolex, Dive Watches 
and Pilot Watches. Old Model 
Military Clocks & Watches.  
Call 305-743-4578 

 
 HOMES  FOR  SALE  

 
MARATHON - DUPLEX 
FOR SALE: 2nd Avenue 
Gulf, Marathon, FL 
Call 305-481-1316 

 
  LOT  FOR  SALE  

DUCK KEY - DRY LOT 
For Sale: 106 S. Bahama 
Drive, Duck Key, FL.  
Call 305-481-1316

 
OFFICE/COMMERC. 

 

 
  SPACE FOR RENT  

 
1,082 SF office space. 
Renovated Corner Unit for 
rent in Islamorada.  
$ 3 , 0 0 0 / m o n t h 
Call 305.712.8888

 
Beautiful Office Space 
available for rent now on 
US1 in Tavernier @MM92.  
Call 305-394-0530

 
    RV  FOR  SALE 

2015 Airstream 19’ Flying 
Cloud, 1-owner used 4 mo/
yr, like new. beige interior, 
easy tow w/ SUV, stunning! 
Located in Islamorada. 
$62,000 OBO 954-701-2444 

 

EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT LEGAL  NOTICES HOBBIES/COLLECT. 

Busy Key Largo Dive Center
has immediate openings for

BOAT CAPTAINS
$1,500 SIGNING BONUS

Experience Required. Paid per trip plus tips
& sales commission.

Send resume to resumes@rainbowreef.com

DUI Evaluator
Part-time – Marathon 

The Advocate DUI Program is 
hiring for a part time position. DUI 
evaluator - 2  days a week, 
Bachelors or Masters degree with 
experience in substance abuse 
field required. Bilingual preferred, 
not required. Office located in 
Marathon. Contact Marcia at
(305) 704-0117.

FLEET OPERATIONS 
& MARINE MECHANICAL 

SUPERVISOR 
MODESTO A. MAIDIQUE CAMPUS

FULL-TIME

Provide administrative, technical, mechanical and 
research support to Florida International University's 

Field Operations Center (FOC).  
The FOC includes marine and freshwater vessels 

and trucks on the Modesto Maidique Campus (MMC), 
Biscayne Bay Campus (BBC) and in the Florida Keys 

(including Aquarius Reef Base).

Apply at careers.�u.edu (job ID 525568)
Questions? Contact Catherine Guinovart 
at cguinova@�u.edu

Shell World Key Largo, seeking 
engaging, dependable, experienced 

person(s) to work with the team at Mile 
Marker 97.5, Full-time and part-time 

opportunities available, some weekend 
and evening hours. Opportunities for 

advancement, great benefits, 
competitive salary and flexible hours. 

Please stop by and fill out application or 
Fax resume to 305-852-9639.

in Marathon 
I  full

-time Educational Program 
Guide
speaking & retail sales experience

/Gift Shop Sales. Public 

helpful. 4

Send resume to: 
Turtlehospitalmarathon@gmail.com

Dynasty Marine Associates, Inc.
www.dynastymarine.net

Located in the Florida Keys, is a highly-respected supplier of Caribbean 
marine life to public aquariums and zoos throughout the world.  

LOGISTICS COORDINATOR
Duties to include invoice and inventory entry, booking airline 

shipments, creating and filing paperwork for international shipments, 
scheduling inspections needed for international shipments. Must be 

proficient in Microsoft word, outlook and excel. This position requires 
high attention to detail and the ability to multitask. Compensation will 

be dependent on experience with performance-based incentive program. 
Benefits package including vacation, sick days, holidays and 

401K PSP retirement plan. Please send cover letter and resume to 
sales@dynastymarine.net for consideration. No phone calls please.
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“Uplifting the human spirit since 1973”

The 
Guidance/Care 

Center, Inc.
a division of

Background and drug screen req.
COMPETITIVE PAY!  EXCEPTIONAL BENEFITS!!! 

Check out all available positions at:
www.westcare.com

EEOC/DFWP

THE GUIDANCE/CARE CENTER, Inc.

IS HIRING!
KEY LARGO

Behavioral Health Therapist (Children)
Behavioral Health Counselor, FT (Children)

Substance Abuse Counselor, PT (Adult)
Driver PT/per diem 

KEY WEST
Behavioral Health Therapist, FT (Children, Adult)

Behavioral Health Counselor (Children)
Peer Support Specialist

Crisis Counselor
Case Managers (Adult, Forensic, Children )

Motivational Support Specialist
Substance Abuse Counselor

Driver PT/per diem 

MARATHON
Admissions Specialist

Care Coordinator
Maintenance Specialist

Housekeeper 
Behavioral Health Therapist (Children)
RNs and LPNs (3 shifts) (PT/FT & per diem)

Advocate (PT)
Driver PT/per diem 

*Assisted Living Support Worker   (PT)
*Behavioral Health Technicians

(3 shifts) (PT/FT & per diem)
*No experience necessary.  Will train.  

A caring heart & helpful hands required. 
Ability to work some evening or weekend shifts a plus.  
If you’ve wanted to get into the medical �eld but don’t 

have the education, this is the job for you!

Apply online at
mytomthumb.com/employment

TEXT
“MYTOMTHUMB”

TO

242424

Apply Online! KeysBank.com/Careers 

EOE-M/F/V/D          Equal Housing LenderMember FDIC

Salaries Starting at $18/hr

Fun, Fast-Paced Environment

Quarterly Cash Profit Sharing

Great Hours

Health, Dental, Vision & Life Insurance

Tuition Reimbursement

Paid Holidays, Vacation & Sick Time

401K Employer Match

New Year, New Career!

Branch • Accounting • Maintenance
 Administrative Support • Underwriting 

Positions Available In:

The Florida Keys Aqueduct Authority is looking for two (2) D.S.O.s to perform 
entry-level, semi-skilled work, involving the repair and maintenance of FKAA 
water distribution and transmission systems. Employee must ensure safe 
work practices, maintain water flow, and test the water supply. Qualifica-
tions: H.S. diploma or GED; supplemented by 1 yr previous experience and/or 
training as a pipefiּמer with a public utility, construction comp, or plumbing 
company. Must have a valid FL CDL “A” license w/in 12 mos of hire date.
Must obtain a FDEP Level 3 license w/in 18 mos of hire date. Salary: 
$20.52/hr. with excellent benefits.

Apply online at: www.aa.com/employment     EEO, VPE, ADA

DISTRIBUTION 
SYSTEM OPERATOR
LOCATION: MIDDLE KEYS

The Florida Keys Aqueduct Authority is looking for four (4) temporary D.S.O. 
to perform entry-level, semi-skilled work, involving the repair and mainte-
nance of FKAA water distribution and transmission systems. This position 
could lead to a regular, benefited position in the future. Employee must 
ensure safe work practices. Qualifications: H.S. diploma or GED; supplement-
ed by 1 yr previous experience and/or training as a pipefiּמer with a public 
utility, construction comp, or plumbing company. Salary: $25.00/hr. 

Apply online at: www.aa.com/employment     EEO, VPE, ADA

TEMPORARY
DISTRIBUTION
SYSTEM OPERATOR
LOCATION: MIDDLE KEYS

FULL TIME 
OPENING
L  I  NE SERV  I  CE
P  E  RSONNE  L

Greet and fuel aircraft
Prior aviation experience preferred 

Clean driving record required

 Pay rate $17-$19/hr depending on experience, 
excellent benefits, and a fun work environment

Contact Will Zimdars
will@marathonaviation.com

EOE/Drug-free workplace

FULL TIME 
OPENING

C U S  T O M E R S  E R V  I  C E 
R E  P R E  S  E N T  A  T  I  V  E

Coordinate aircraft transactions with customers 
and the line service technicians

Professional customer service skills and the 
ability to work a flexible schedule, including 

weekends and overtime as needed, are required 

Pay rate $17-$19/hr depending on experience, 
excellent benefits, and a fun work environment

Contact Will Zimdars
will@marathonaviation.com

EOE/Drug-free workplace
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NOW CARRYING RETAIL LINE 
NEVER FULLY DRESSED!

EXCELLENT CONDITION PRE-LOVED & NEW WOMEN’S CLOTHING
PRIVATE PARTIES & PERSONAL SHOPPING | KIRBYSCLOSET.COM

THANK YOU 
FOR A FABULOUS 
YEAR!

BOUTIQUE HOURS 
TUES-SAT 11-4

218 WHITEHEAD STREET #4 | KEY WEST | 305.847.9977
PAID PARKING GARAGE NEXT TO OPAL KEY RESORT & MARINA

THE LOFT FEATURING

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM  @KIRBYSCLOSETKW  @FRANKIEKEYWEST

MIKE GARCIA 305.304.4188
CONCHROOFING@GMAIL.COM

WWW.CONCHCONSTRUCTIONANDROOFING.COM

LIC#
CCC1329991

LIC#
CGC032862

Second Annual

 

BEST CONTRACTOR NOMINATION 

VOTED BEST 
CONTRACTOR
5 YEARS IN A ROW

Household Hazardous Waste
Drop-off Day

Paint, stains, preservatives, pesticides, 
fertilizers, roofing compounds, waste 
oil (five gallons maximum), resins and 

solvents, adhesives and caulks, 
corrosives and acids, 

cleaning products, 
and automotive 

fluids.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 8, 2022
Sonny McCoy Indigenous Park • 1801 White St. 

(305)
296-8297

Residential ONLY
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CASTAWAYFLORIDAKEYS.COM
Open 7 Days a Week

BREAKING NEWS…

Castaway Waterfront Restaurant 
& Sushi Bar has a career for you

LOCALLY OWNED 
RESTAURANT OFFERS 

FULL BENEFITS

IMMEDIATE
OPENINGS FOR:

BENEFITS
INCLUDE:

O�ce Manager • Servers 
Hosts • Kitchen • Prep

Kitchen • Sushi
Bartenders

Health Insurance
Life Insurance

Vision & Dental insurance
401K

TEXT TO
APPLY!

855-545-0063
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Dolphin Research 
Center is Hiring!
Media & Marketing Staff Member

(Full-Time, Permanent)

Education Program Host
(Full-Time, Permanent)

IT Technical Specialist
(Part Time, Permanent)

Visual Communications Staff
(Full-Time, Permanent)

Human Resources Assistant 
(Part-Time, Permanent)

Guest Services Staff
(Full-Time/Part-Time, Temporary/Permanent)

Facilities Maintenance Apprentice
(Full-Time, Permanent)

Benefits include medical, life 
& disability insurance, 401(k) plan, 
paid vacation, sick time & holidays.

Full job descriptions available at  
www.dolphins.org/career_opportunities

Email cover letter, 
DRC application & resume to

drc-hr@dolphins.org  EOE

DOLPHIN RESEARCH CENTER
58901 O/S Hwy - Grassy Key, FL

Teaching... Learning... Caring

PART TIME AND FULL TIME 
OPPORTUNITIES 

W/FLEXIBLE SCHEDULES 
HOUSEKEEPING

ALL POSITIONS, GREAT PAY 
AND INCENTIVES

CULINARY
ALL POSITIONS AND LEVELS 
OF EXPERIENCE WELCOME

F & B
SOUS CHEF, SERVERS AND 
FOOD RUNNERS/BARBACKS  

FRONT OFFICE
BELL/VALET, RELIEF NIGHT AUDIT

RESERVATIONS OFFICE
RESERVATIONS AGENT

SPA TERRE
SPA COORDINATOR

NAIL TECHS AND LMT’S
SALES

CATERING SALES MANAGER 

APPLY ONLINE AT
www.noblehousehotels.com/careers

APPLY IN PERSON AT Zero Duval St.
Ocean Key Resort and Spa is EOE.

SCAN TO VIEW 
JOB OPENINGS.
APPLY TODAY! 

MARATHON 
GARBAGE SERVICE

We are now hiring for 
the following positions:

Diesel Mechanic
Truck Helpers
CDL Drivers

Applicants must apply in person to 
be considered.

4290 Overseas Hwy, Marathon 

NOW HIRING:
Hosts

Waitstaff
Bartenders
Bar Backs
Bussers 

Line Cooks
Dishwashers

Apply in person at Sunset Grille & Raw 
Bar, 7 Knight’s Key Blvd, Marathon

SECURITY GUARD 
W/ LICENSE

Duck Key
$20/hr / PT / 8pm to 4am

Ralons Security
786-615-5522

Lic# B1500167

MAKE A DIFFERENCE
Pigeon Key is seeking dedicated professionals 
seeking to make a positive impact in their 
community. Those individuals who wish to work 
on a uniquely beautiful island , while promoting 
our cultural history and preserving the natural 
Keys environment are encouraged to apply. 
Competitive wages based on ability and 
experience. Applicants will be subject to 
criminal background check and drug screening. 

Positions include: Trolley Operator (CDL 
licensing course provided for qualified 
applicant) Tour Guides, Sales Associates, 
Customer Relations Reps, Maintenance, 
Rental Associates and more.

Application online at pigeonkey.net - under the 
Staff icon. Or apply in person at the Pigeon Key 
Gift Shop, 2010 Overseas Hwy, Marathon, FL. 
Questions and completed applications can be 
emailed to pigeonkey@aol.com

Salary $18.00 - $25.80/hour
Key West, Sugarloaf, Marathon and Upper Keys 

(4 work locations)

No Experience Required, Benefits, 
CDL Training Provided – work as a Bus Aide 

while training, Full Time or Flexible, 
Part Time Hours - 6 to 9 am or 1 or 2 to 5 pm

Apply online: www.keysschools.com

SCHOOL BUS 
DRIVERS NEEDED!

Monroe County School District

Monroe County Solid Waste Management is looking for a responsible 
applicant for the Cudjoe Key Transfer Station, MM 21.5. The primary 
function of this position is to weigh vehicles in and out of transfer station and 
maintain transfer station property.  

Qualifications: High School Diploma or GED, working knowledge of computers 
and other office equipment, and a Florida Driver’s License Class B CDL within 
6 months of hire. This position is designated as a safety sensitive position.  
An employee in this position is subject to the mandatory Department of 
Transportation drug testing program which involves random drug testing. 
Starting salary: $37,559.76 plus benefits. For more information, contact 
Human Resources at: Careers@monroecounty-fl.gov or call 305-394-4966. 
APPLICATION AVAILABLE AT: www.monroecounty-fl.gov via the position 
link on our employment page. Veteran’s Preference Available; E.O.E.

TRANSFER STATION 
OPERATOR

Monroe County Solid Waste Management is looking for a responsible 
applicant for the Long Key Transfer Station, MM 21.5. The primary function 
of this position is to weigh vehicles in and out of transfer station and maintain 
transfer station property.  

Qualifications: High School Diploma or GED, working knowledge of computers 
and other office equipment, and a Florida Driver’s License Class B CDL within 
6 months of hire. This position is designated as a safety sensitive position.  
An employee in this position is subject to the mandatory Department of 
Transportation drug testing program which involves random drug testing. 
Starting salary: $37,559.76 plus benefits. For more information, contact 
Human Resources at: Careers@monroecounty-fl.gov or call 305-394-4966. 
APPLICATION AVAILABLE AT: www.monroecounty-fl.gov via the position 
link on our employment page. Veteran’s Preference Available; E.O.E.

TRANSFER STATION 
OPERATOR
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LET’S DO BUSINESS - 305.453.6928 

GENERAL CONTRACTORS & ENGINEERS

Proud member of:

INTERNATIONAL
CONCRETE
REPAIR INSTITUTE

SPALLING
EXPERTS

CGC1523838

CGC1523838

George Cannon • 410-598-1913
cannonstage@gmail.com

Appliance and Air Conditioning

Sales - Service - Installation

1700 N. Roosevelt Blvd #2, Key West

305-294-0090 • www.kolhages.com

2728 North 
Roosevelt Blvd.
Overseas Market
Key West

Andy’s
Sliding Glass Door Repair

Roller Maintenance
Track Maintenance
Door Alignment
Security Pins
Safety Locks
Handles

3 0 5 - 9 9 8 - 8 9 5 3

www.KeysSlidingGlassDoorRepair.com

Insured • Professional • Reliable

We Also 
Repair & 
Replace 

Patio Door 
Screens

Dan Blagriff
Mortgage Loan Originator
NMLS# 675375

DBlagriff@My100Bank.com
Direct: (305) 304-6085 
Office: (305) 676-3146

1229 Simonton Street
Key West, FL 33040

MY100BANK.COM | Centennial Bank

Licensed 
& Insured
#SP33799

ALL KEYS GLASS

Authorized Dealer

Sales & Installation • Tub & Shower Enclosures
Safety & Tempered Glass • Mirror & Mirror Walls

Plexi-Glass & Lexan

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Windows • Doors

305-743-7800

When it comes to solar and power storage for your home in the 
Florida Keys, turn to the Florida Keys Local Experts at SALT Energy.

305-289-1150
www.saltenergy.net

 2992 Overseas Highway
Marathon, FL 33050

SOLAR DONE RIGHT!
CALL US FOR A FREE HOME ESTIMATE

Florida Solar Contractor CVC 56734
Florida Electrical Contractor EC13008657

A division of SALT Service, serving The Keys since 1989

Keys Fisheries Market & Marina
Mile Marker 48.5, Marathon 
End of 35th Street Bayside

Sportfishing Adventures
Dolphin-Tuna-Wahoo-Billfish-Snapper-Grouper-Shark

Deep Sea –O Shore-Reef-Wrecks-Gulf

info@johnnymaddoxcharters.com

305-481-3259 Brian Tewes 
Customer service is my strength
Brian@tewesmortgage.com

NMLS# 375025
Tewes Mortgage NMLS# 1453791
NMLSConsumerAccess.org

Tewes Mortgage

www.TewesMortgage.com

Call 305.495.6000 
for a FREE Consultation

Your local, residential lending expert!

Will Campbell
President

Cell: 305-363-8330
O�ce: 305-735-4626
will@cec�k.com
www.CECFLK.com

P.E. Lic. No: 79269
5800 Overseas Hwy. Unit 32

Marathon, FL. 33050

Serving Key Largo
to Key West

Daunte Aguilar
Mortgage Loan Originator
NMLS# 2260640

DAguilar@My100Bank.com
Direct: (305) 676-3107
Office: (305) 587-1598

2514 N Roosevelt Blvd.
Key West, FL 33040

MY100BANK.COM | Centennial Bank

Serving Monroe, Dade & BrowardServing Monroe, Dade & Broward
305-743-7454

fkes2011@gmail.com
floridakeysexpressshuttle.com

305-743-7454
fkes2011@gmail.com

floridakeysexpressshuttle.com

305-743-7454
fkes2011@gmail.com

floridakeysexpressshuttle.com

305-743-7454
fkes2011@gmail.com

floridakeysexpressshuttle.com

Including Airports & Ports. 
SUV, Van & Limousine 
options available
Call us for special events.

Including Airports & Ports. 
SUV, Van & Limousine 
options available
Call us for special events.

Including Airports & Ports. 
SUV, Van & Limousine 
options available
Call us for special events.

Including Airports & Ports. 
SUV, Van & Limousine 
options available
Call us for special events.

Including Airports & Ports. 
SUV, Van & Limousine 
options available
Call us for special events.

Only $50 Puts 
Your Business 

Card Here
When It Rains It Pours!

Need 7” Gutters? We have 6” & 7” Seamless • Copper Specialists 

Key West 305-292-2666     MARATHON 305-743-0506   KEY LARGO 305-852-5356
rainsavergutters@gmail.com

Lic No. SP1481 
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Friday
Kilts in the Keys party at the
Dockside, Boot Key Harbor

and Herbies Bar: 5-7pm
 Live Music, Food & Ale

Saturday
&Sunday

Irish & Scottish Dancing
Celtic Food & Beer

Vendors, Parade
Clan Call, Irish Tea Garden

Tickets available at Keystix.com
& St. Columba Episcopal Church

305.743.6412

Highlights

Visit our Celtic Village

Proceeds support
Hammock House,
free After School program
and summer camps

Follow us on:

Brought to you by: 
Saint Columba Episcopal Church
Entertainment Producer: Celtic Heritage LLC

Blue Skye Pipes and Drums
Drake Irish Dance
Police Pipe & Drum of Florida
Celtic Vendors
Women’s Highland Athletic Competition 
Sheep Dog Herding
Children’s Glen
Food & Drinks  

Day Tickets
$10

JANUARY
8 & 9, 2022
Saturday: 10AM-8PM
Sunday:    11AM-5PM

Bands
Albannach

Screaming Orphans
West of Galway
Byrne Brothers

FloridaKeysCelticFestival.comMarathon
Community
Park
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FAMILY, FOOD & FUN

And don’t miss our Live Music! Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday 5-8pm

Join us daily 4-6pm for $3 small plates, 
domestic drafts, wine & liquor!


